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OBSERVATIONS. 


As one of the surviving friends of the late Rev, Edward Irving, and 
having participated with him in the trials to which he and his congre¬ 
gation in London were, thirty years ago, subjected, I acknowledge the 
justice which Mrs. Oliphant in her “ Life of the Rev. E. Irving ” has on 
many points done to his memory. She has depicted the beauty of his 
character both as a man and as a minister, his gentleness and zeal, 
his simplicity and purity, his faith and holiness, his devotion and self- 
sacrifice ; and she has vindicated him, as far as in her lay, from the false 
accusations brought against him in respect of the doctrine of the 
human nature of our Lord. Nevertheless, either from want of correct 
information, or through having received erroneous impressions from 
unfriendly sources, she has on several points fallen into serious mis¬ 
takes, injurious not only to Mr. Irvings good name, but also to other 
all-important interests. Justice to these, as well as to Mr. Irving, 
demands that means should be taken to correct the misstatements 
which appear in the biography. 

As I am the only surviving member of the Kirk Session who shared 
Mr. Irving's convictions, and the only survivor of the witnesses examined 
at his trial, and as I was present at most of the occurrences of the 
closing years of his life, the duty of making those explanations and 
corrections devolves upon myself. 

Moreover, the Providence of God, which, forty years ago, attracted 
all eyes to this man, has again awakened renewed interest in 
him; has drawn the eyes of the nation to him, and to matters 
connected with him, of which he affirmed, and devoted his life to 
maintain, that they are of the most vital importance to the cause of 
God. In his speeches delivered before the Presbytery of London at 
his trial are to be found the vindication of his convictions; and his 
statement, both of the warrants for the Church desiring “ spiritual 
gifts,” and of his reasons for welcoming and introducing what he 
believed to be such into his own congregation, and for asserting that 
the permission to exercise them was not, and could not be, an infringe¬ 
ment of the Standards of the Scotch, or of any other, Church. This 
defence of himself, and statement of all-important truth, I earnestly 
desire may be within the reach of all; and I therefore accompany the 
correction of the errors in the biography with a reprint of them: the 
rather, that although inserted in the first edition of the work, they 
are omitted in the second. 

Before proceeding to matters of greater moment, I may be allowed 
to observe, that Mrs. Oliphant seems to participate in the common 
mistake, that the congregations who believe in the restoration of God's 
gifts to His Church, arrogate to themselves alone the title of "the One 
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Catholic Apostolic Church.” So far is this from being correct, they 
would consider it a sin and presumption to do so, as they believe all 
the baptized into Christ to be the One Catholic Apostolic Church, and 
themselves, in common with all these, members of it. And they re¬ 
gard that name given in the Nicene Creed, not as distinctive of any 
one class of Christians, but as inclusive of alL Of nothing are they 
more deeply convinced than that, if there be a shadow of reality in the 
work they are made the instruments of doing, it is not a work for sepa¬ 
rating them from the rest of the Church, or for increasing the 
unhappy divisions that rend the Body of Christ, but for healing them, 
if that be possible; and for serving as a rallying point for all Chris¬ 
tendom in the days that are at hand. 

The biographers of eminent men have often had the task of closing 
their pages with what to many seemed disaster and failure; yet the 
apparently sad result, provided the cause were good, and their heroes 
fell in a manner worthy of it, only lends a deeper interest to the tales, 
and confers on their subjects the character of martyrs. Mrs. Oliphant’s 
story, however, is incomprehensible; her narrative leads to the con¬ 
clusion that the cause in which her hero laboured and finally died was 
a gross delusion, and the authors of his martyrdom to be, not those 
who opposed and resisted him, but those who were of the same faith 
with himself, and shared all his convictions and sufferinga 

She has involved her readers in the perplexity of a great moral 
and spiritual riddle. 

Here is represented a minister of the Church, having every charac¬ 
teristic of a most devoted servant of God,—a man of eminent natural 
talents, of cultivated intelligence, of simple and strong faith, jealous 
for the Truth and Word of God, fervent and constant in prayer, of 
blameless life, of catholic charity both of mind and heart, zealous and 
laborious in ministerial duty, devout, holy, and self-denied; in a word, 
living in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blame¬ 
less;—and yet left by his Lord, whom he so served, and in the very 
matter in which he was seeking His guidance, to be the greatest dupe 
of his day, and the most deceived of men. 

Such a representation does great injury to the subject of the 
memoir, and may I not say, has exhibited God as not only failing 
to answer the faith and prayers of His servant, but as suffering him, 
and many others as faithful as himself, to be led into fatal delusion. 

The closing pages of Mrs. Oliphant's book convey the impression 
that Mr. Irving’s share in the recognition of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
which had already appeared in other quarters, and his introduction of 
these into his own congregation, was an error in judgment, the greatest 
misfortune in his life, the source of sorrow and disappointment to 
him, and the principal cause of a broken heart of which, it is implied, he 
died This was most assuredly not the case. Mr. Irving lived and 
died in unshaken faith in the fact, that God was working again in 
the Church as in the days of old. He found in this, and in the part, 
he took in it, not disappointment and sorrow, but abundant joy and 
consolation; and on every occasion down to his last hour, he was care¬ 
ful to declare his unwavering satisfaction with this the most important 
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step in his life, and to show the warrants in Scripture for believing 
and acting as he did; ever strengthening and encouraging his people 
to hold fast the beginning of their confidence therein, as well as in 
those to whom the care of all the Churches had been committed, stead¬ 
fast unto the end. 

To enable my readers to apprehend aright Mr. Irving’s position and 
convictions, it is necessary that I state briefly the doctrine he held and 
taught regarding spiritual gifts. 

He, in common with many others, had believed, from the clear 
testimony of Scripture, that the coming again of the Lord to close the 
present dispensation, to establish His kingdom on the earth, and to 
give reward to the saints, is the hope set before the Church. And from 
the signs of the times, they had discerned that the time of the fulfil¬ 
ment of this hope was at hand. They had also, from Scripture, and 
from the light thrown upon it by the word of prophecy, believed that 
no other idea of the constitution and worship of the Church could 
be justly entertained, than one which had for its basis the continual 
exercise of all the ministries of the Lord, and the manifestation of the 
gifts of the Holy Ghost. He and many more had learned that these 
actings of the Lord by His Spirit, (which were universal in the Church 
at the beginning), had ceased or been suppressed by degrees ; and that 
faith, charity, unity, and holiness had decayed in the proportion of 
their disappearance. And further, that the restoration of the ministries 
of the Lord, and of the gifts His Spirit bestowed at the first, were Cod’s 
appointed means for making the Church ready for the approaching con¬ 
summation, and for guarding the faithful from the snares of Antichrist, 
and from the oppression to which they shall be subjected by him. 

In the confident faith and hope of all this, Mr. Irving spent the 
latter years of his life; he regarded the trials he had foreseen, and 
the succour he and others had prayed for, as having come, in their 
beginnings at least, on this generation ; and he laboured and died in 
the effort to do his part manfully by the Lord and by His Church in 
this closing trial—the greatest to which the faithful shall be subjected, 
and of which we have as yet seen only the commencement. 

His faith in these respects was founded on no new doctrine. In 
the Scriptures, prophecy in all its branches and forms, and the hope of 
the coming and kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, are found insepar¬ 
ably connected. " The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy/* 
Rev. xix. 10. Mr. Irving was one of many who declared their convic¬ 
tions, that the end of this dispensation is at hand ; and that the 
breaking up of things established (as men vainly denominate things 
based only on mere earthly foundations), was begun by the French 
Revolution of 1792. Of this, many wise and good men are now con¬ 
vinced ; and they clearly perceive, in the daring assaults upon the 
Church, and also in the bold denial of many points of the common 
faith of Christians, “ the first stealing over the sky of those lurid lights 
which shall be shed profusely around the great Antichrist .”—Bishop 
of Oxford . 

Mr. Irving was sufficiently conversant with church history to know, 
that in the first ages of the Church the hope of the coming again of 
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the Lord Jesus Christ to the earth, to raise His sleeping saints, and 
to change the “ vile bodies * of those who are looking for Him, and 
to introduce His kingdom, and so bring deliverance to the Church 
and to the world, was the substance of the doctrine believed and pro¬ 
claimed by all faithful men; and that the Spirit of prophecy, speaking 
in the Church, continually testified to this as the true gospel of the 
kingdom of God. He knew also that in the days of Constantine, 
when the Church became united to the State, and was thereby led to 
believe that the kingdom had actually come, and consequently ceased 
to preach the gospel of the kingdom , the Spirit of prophecy also 
ceased to be manifested in the Church * 

The revival of sound doctrine and preaching on this point was 
to him one of many signs of the nearness of the end of this dispensa¬ 
tion ; and therefore, when the true “ gospel of the kingdom” and of 
the coming King, was again proclaimed, and the Holy Spirit had, in 
other parts of the Church, broken the silence of ages, and His voice 
was again heard testifying that this doctrine was true, he was pre¬ 
pared to believe and receive the same. Having attained at last to 
the conviction of the truth of the.se things, he set himself to draw from 
the revived spiritual manifestations all the benefit which he could ob¬ 
tain for the flock under his care; and to call the attention of the 
Church at large to them. Of the difficulties he had to contend with, 
and the severe trials to which he was exposed in the course of this 
labour, it is impossible to speak without entering into the whole doc¬ 
trine of spiritual gifts—a subject much beyond my present design, and 
too sacred for discussion by means of the press. His biographer has 
attempted to give an account of these difficulties; but has seriously 
misrepresented the leading facts of the case. Not knowing the reality 
and the indispensable need of spiritual gifts for the ultimate ends of 
the Church, and not understanding their nature, she could not appre¬ 
hend the reasons for their restoration at this time, or their place in 
relation to the other ministries, or the manner of their exercise in the 
Church services. Hence, as respects her labours regarded as a mere 
literary task, she was deficient in the requisites, essential for enabling 
her to do it justice, of even an approach to an adequate acquaintance 
with the subject, and of a due sympathy with and comprehension of 
Mr. Irving’s motives and convictions in regard to it. She did not 
even (so far as I know) consult as to this matter any of those who 
could have given her light as to its nature, and explained many things, 
which have perplexed her, as well as others; but she used only such 
sources of information as were necessarily prejudiced, superficial, and 
ignorant, if not even hostile. The consequence has been, that in 

* It is a common remark, that the expectation of the coming again of our Lord has 
agitated the minds of men on many former occasions of wide-spread calamity. For 
instance, that which Mosheim describes (century 10, part 2) as tormenting Europe 
toward the end of the first “ 1000 years.” That fears because of the appearing of the 
Antichrist, or because of the day of judgment being apprehended to be near, have 
distracted Christendom in former times, is true. But this terrible expectation of the 
approach of the Man of Sin, or of Jesus Christ coming as the avenging Judge, is a 
very different emotion from that which I have alluded to as characterising our present 
time, which is “that blessed hope” of the coining of the Lord Jesus with all Hia 
saints, to reign, and to give peace to the earth. 
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regard to this most important part of Mr. Irving’s life, his biographer 
—(it may have been in ignorance and inadvertently)—has made her 
narrative throughout a series of erroneous statements, which are most 
injurious to the reputation of the subject of her eulogies; and which 
he, were he living, could not but hold sufficient to counterbalance, if 
not to cancel, the merits of all the preceding recital 

It has thus become my duty to reprint the speeches or defence of 
Mr. Irving on the occasion of his trial before the Presbytery of Lon¬ 
don, with his letters to the trustees on the subject. I do this that the 
record, in Mr. L’s own words, of the scriptural grounds on which he 
rested his faith in the right and duty of the members of the body of 
Christ to look for the possession of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and to 
desire their manifestation or exercise in the Church, may be preserved 
and circulated: and also, that the reader may note the solemn fear 
of spirit, and the deliberate circumspection, with which he proceeded to 
deal with and set in order, in his own congregation, this most moment¬ 
ous matter. I wish also to present due evidence (which these ad¬ 
dresses amply afford) of the zeal, faithfulness, and largeness of mind 
and heart of Mr. Irving regarding the whole subject of the rights, 
duties, and responsibilities of a pastor, in reference both to his own 
flock and to his Master in heaven. 

It is necessary, however, from the circumstances of Mr. Irving’s 
position at the time, that I accompany this republication with a brief 
explanation. 

Under the Old Testament dispensation, the office of prophet was 
one of a leading and authoritative character, not permanent, but 
special; he was subject to no control, and was indeed not at all 
responsible to either the ruler of the Temple or of the State for the 
time being. Whereas, in the New Testament economy, as it is the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and not the Spirit, who is Head of the Church, so 
the apostle, and not the prophet, is the “ first ” minister under Christ. 
And in a particular congregation the ruler, the angel or bishop, is the 
responsible overseer of all that is transacted, whether pertaining to 
worship, teaching, or discipline. It is under His authority and over¬ 
sight that all spiritual gifts (prophecy or others), bestowed by God for 
the benefit of all, must be exercised. And it is only by submitting 
their spirits to the rule of Jesus the Lord, in the person of such 
minister, that prophets, or other gifted persons, who are all responsi¬ 
ble for the exercise of their gifts, can be safe from the peculiar temp¬ 
tations and snares to which they, through dwelling in a spiritual 
region, are especially exposed. 

It is on this point that Mr. Irving, in his addresses before the 
London Presbytery, has not always spoken so accurately as he would 
have done at a later period, when the office of apostle, as well as that of 
angel of a church, became developed;—as for instance, in saying that 
“ gifted persons were present in the Church to correct the minister 
when he said anything amiss.” In this, and in some similar passages 
in these addresses, the relation of the gift of prophecy to the office of 
rule in the Church is incorrectly represented. This is easily accounted 
for by the imperfection and state of transition, which belonged to the 
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work of restoration. It is indeed remarkable that Mr. Irving should 
have then had such decided convictions as are found expressed in these 
addresses, that no prophet is by his gift rendered independent of spirit¬ 
ual supervision and rule. But he did not all at once understand all the 
details, or appreciate the full importance of the work in which he 
was engaged. No one did. He and others gradually got light, and 
grew in knowledge, in this as in other respects. And this explains 
what perplexes his biographer in regard to the difficulties expressed 
by Mr. Irving, on some occasions, as the work of restoration took 
form and development It explains also the occasional confusion and 
other apparent incongruities in the exercise of the gift of prophecy by 
women and others at the commencement of the work, similar to 
what occurred in the Church at Corinth, before St. Paul interfered to 
set it in order; for, indeed, we were then, in common with the whole 
Church, “concerning spiritual gifts—ignorant,” 1 Cor. xii 1. 

Mr. Irving’s ideas were at first very naturally* limited to his own 
congregation, and it was only as other churches began to be formed 
and set in order, that he perceived the magnitude and nature of the 
work, and the difference between the rule and authority of an angel 
in a particular church, and the rule and authority of apostles over all 
the churches. 

I cannot here but take notice, also, of the decidedly false impres¬ 
sion which Mrs. Oliphant’s narrative leads to, regarding the nature 
and value of the spoken word of prophecy in the churches. Some 
words are cited, which were published by individuals who chose to 
attend the meetings of Mr. Irving’s flock, but who could not fail to 
give an untrue impression of what took place there. The words so 
cited convey very imperfect ideas, as indeed they must have done 
when read in an isolated form, without the essential elements of 
interpretation furnished by the time, place, and circumstances in 
which they were uttered, by the lessons read, or the discourse delivered 
on the occasion. Thus divorced from their context, and, it may be, 
as I can vouch to be the case in some of them, most inaccurately 
reported, they convey a totally erroneous impression of what the word 
of prophecy is; they misrepresent both the style and substance of the 
prophetic words; the utterance of which has been of constant occur¬ 
rence for nearly thirty years in the congregations gathered under 
apostles. Those only who have experienced the benefit derived from 
the word of prophecy, in giving light for opening Scripture; in inter¬ 
pretation of types and symbols; in unfolding the secrets of the heart, 
and in revealing the knowledge of God, and His ways and purposes, 
can judge of the reality of the gift, and the inestimable benefits the 
Church has received from this source.* 

I come now to by far the most painful series of misstatements in 
Mrs. Oliphant’s book: I mean her history of the years 1833-34, 

* I recommend to my readers a publication entitled "A Letter on certain State¬ 
ments in ‘ The Old Church l'orch,"' sold by Bos worth, for important information on 
this vital subject of the gifts manifested in Mr. Irving's congregation; and as contain¬ 
ing strictures on Mr. Baxter’s statements in his publications. 
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which were the last two years of Mr. Irvines life; misstatements 
which demand notice from me, although there were no others to 
be rectified. 

Mr. Irving was, as every one knows, deposed from his office of 
minister of the Church of Scotland by the Presbytery of Annan, on 
the ground of statements, which he never made, regarding the human 
nature of our Lord, and of inferences drawn from such statements 
which he solemnly abjured. To this part of his history his biographer 
has done ample justice. But, as it would appear, yielding to the pre¬ 
judices of his estranged relations, and deriving her information from 
them, though they were opposed to all he was then engaged in, she goes 
on to say that on his return to London he was met with coldness and 
ingratitude by his flock, and subjected to unprecedented degradation. 
She represents him as having been met “ not with extraordinary 
honours as a martyr, but with an immediate interdict, . . . for¬ 

bidding him to exercise any priestly function, to administer sacra¬ 
ments, or to assume anything out of the province of a deacon, the 
lowest office in the newly-formed church ; . . . . not permitted 

even to preach except in those less sacred assemblies in 'which the 
outer world of unbelievers was permitted to meet the church ; but in 
the church itself sitting silent; deprived of his office, no longer the 
angel to whom the apostle himself had to bow, but a simple servant, 
door-keeper in the house of the Lord.'’—(VoL ii., p. 354.) Mrs. 
Oliphant proceeds to comment upon this “ inconceivable indignity,” 
this “extraordinary proceeding,” this “unkindness,” this “climax to 
man’s ingratitude,” &c., and she connects this treatment with the 
proximate cause of his subsequent illness and death. 

All this is untrue. 

What really happened, and what Mr. Irving felt on the occasion 
referred to; what he thought of the treatment he received ; what were 
the emotions of himself and his flock, are best learned from his own 
letters, deliberately written when all these eventful things were fresh 
upon his heart. Mr. Irving, the ever-truthful chronicler of his own 
feelings, wrote two letters to a brother clergyman in Scotland, recit¬ 
ing in great minuteness of detail what then occurred. I quote the 
passages that are material to the point in question:— 


“ To the Rev. D. Dow, Summerhill, Dumfries. 


“ London, April, 1833. 


“Mr dear Brother, —I sit down to record, for your praise and thanks¬ 
giving and that of your church, the doings of the Lord in the midst of us 
during these days past. 

“On the Lord’s day before the last [March 31,] when, as usual during 
the forenoon service, I proceeded to receive into the church the child of 
one of the members who had been baptized at home during sickness, and 
had desired the father to stand forth, the Lord by the mouth of His apostle 
arreefted my hand, saying, ‘ that we must tarry for a while.’ Though I wist 
not wherefore this was done, I obeyed, and desired the parent to postpone 
it Then the Lord further signified, ‘ It was His will we should know, and 
the whole church feel, our destitute condition, and cry to Him for the ordi¬ 
nances from heaven.’ 

“Then I discerned that He had indeed acknowledged the act of the 
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fleshly church taking away the fleshly thing, and that He was minded of 
His grace to take us under His own heavenly care, and constitute us into 
a church directly in the hands of the Great Shepherd and Bishop of our 
souls; for He commanded us to rejoice, and confirmed our souls with words 
of prophecy, assuring us He would build the house. 

“We did accordingly take heart and sing, ‘When Israel out of Egypt 
went,’ &c.—Ps. cxiv. 

“ The night before this, at our church meeting, the Lord, in the midst 
of many precious words, had said, ‘ Sanctify yourselves, call a solemn as¬ 
sembly,’ which words some of my brethren, the elders, thought did require 
the setting apart of a particular day; but it rather bore to me that we 
were to abide in a sanctified state, washed and cleansed, ourselves, our little 
ones, and our houses; and to continue instant in prayer and supplication 
before the Lord, until He should fulfil all the words of grace and love which 
the Lord had spoken over us. 

“ Accordingly, I took order, that beside the meeting of the church for 
prayer every morning, there should be a meeting of as many of the flock 
as could assemble, that we might not cease to pray to our God to restore 
His ordinances to us, and deal with us in all things according to His own 
mind; for I felt that it was our part to inquire of Him for this, and leave 
everything in His own hand.” 

Mr. Irving then goes on to narrate the return of Mr.-, who 

had the gift of prophecy, from Albury, on Wednesday, April 3, and 
that he was in the church on Thursday morning, April 4, and pro¬ 
ceeds :— 

“ I asked him, after I had finished my part, to conduct the worship. 
After singing, he read the 1st chapter of Jeremiah, and being come to these 
words, ‘I see a rod of an almond tree,’ he was made in the Spirit to speak 
much upon it, and to apply it to the spiritual ministry which even now 
was beginning to bud; and in the midst of it brought a message to the 
apostle to ‘ ordain me as angel of the church ’ on the morrow evening, and 
to charge me and the flock with such words as the Lord would then give 
him. For this holy action I sought to prepare myself and my flock with 
all diligence. 

“And being assembled on the Friday forenoon, which is a constant ser¬ 
vice in the church, after the service, I spoke to them all very solemn words 
concerning the work which the Lord had set to be done in the evening. 

“We assembled in the evening, and while reading the Scripture, the 
50th chapter of Isaiah, and being now come to these words, ‘The Lord 
God hath opened mine ear,* the Spirit of the Lord spoke to me through 
the ordained prophet, words of great assurance, to the effect that the Lord 
would give me the opened ear to bring instruction to His own people; and 
he added words which were mostly in an unknown tongue, concluding with 
these words to the flock, ‘ He giveth you the sign of unbelief,* namely, the 
unknown tongue. We humbled ourselves, and gave thanks to the Lord. 

“We always begin with prayer—coming to the Lord through the blood, 
by confession of our sin, and supplication for His mercy. This ended, the 
Spirit of the Lord by the apostle said, ‘ Sing the 40th Psalm.' To which 
we addressed ourselves with strength of heart, for it did relate our experi¬ 
ence as a church. 

“While we were singing the 11th verse, the Spirit of the Lord spoke 
through the prophet words for the ordering of God’s house.” 

Mr. Irving then proceeds, in this letter and in a second dated 25th 
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April, to give a long, elaborate account of all the directions given 
concerning the ordering of the House, the calling and setting of the 
elders and deacons in their places, the order of the Eucharistic Ser¬ 
vice, &c., &c. 

In the course of this he gives the following account of his own 
ordination as angel of the church:— 

“We resumed the singing of the 40th Psalm, singing it out with great 
joy, to see our brethren named, and placed of the Lord. Then we kneeled 
down to pray, and having offered our worship to the Lord, and acknow¬ 
ledged His great grace in the midst of us in the persons of our brethren, 
we proceeded to put Him in mind of the promise to ordain an angel over 
us in the evening, and to stir up our hearts with holy desires after the 
accomplishment of His faithful promises. 

“ Then, after some words through the prophet, the apostle was made in 
the Spirit, for all was done in the Spirit, to speak first to me and the 
elders, giving me charge over the congregation of the Lord, and to keep 
away the unclean, that the people must obey me and give heed to my 
words, &c. 

“Then he came and knelt by me”—(Mr. Irving was kneeling at his 
usual place by the altar, that place of authority from whence he had 
never been removed nor been detruded),—“ on my left hand, and prayed 
in the Holy Ghost over the flock and me, joining us together in the 
presence of our God. And then he arose, and laying both his hands 
upon me, he ordained me angel of the church; bidding me be filled 
with the spirit of grace, and of wisdom, and of understanding, and the 
fear of the Lord; to be filled with the Holy Ghost for the office wherein 
I was now set. 

“This done, he gave out the 132nd Psalm, and all the congregation 
arose to sing it with one heart. 

“ Such is the simple and true account of that great act of the Spirit 
through the apostle of the Lord. I have sought much to enter into it 
since.” 

And then he goes on to state what he saw in it all, and concludes 
by these words:— 

“ And thus have you a true narrative of God’s way of ordaining his 
house with an angel, elders, helps, deacons, prophets, and evangelists, all 
of which may the Lord enable you to receive with faith and love, and to 
render thanks for His wonderful doings in the midst of us.” 

This narrative from Mr. Irving’s own hand fully disproves the 
assertions, that he was even for a moment deprived of his place and 
authority, and placed among the deacons, and that he sat solitary, 
afflicted, and cast down. On the contrary, it shows indisputably, 
that he abode in his seat of rule, and continued in every respect as 
usual to order and direct everything and every one in his Church, 
and to teach what and when he pleased; and that, instead of being 
afflicted and desponding, he was filled with joy and gratitude to 
God for His goodness to him and to his people, and called upon his 
friend to give thanks along with him for all that had been done. 
It does not need the confirmation I can give it from my own recollec¬ 
tions, and from notes taken at the time and preserved by me, to 
establish the conviction of great misstatements of fact in this part 
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of Mrs. Oliphant’s biography, “ taken from without,” as she herself 
acknowledges. He and his flock believed that this ordination added 
greatly to the dignity of his position ; in the joy of which assurance, 
he continued, as I have already said, all the rest of his life. There 
was no room for petty jealousies where there was the firm conviction 
in minister and people, that the words and acts spoken and done by 
the prophet and apostle were the doings of the Lord by his Spirit, as 
in the first ages of the church. 

The incident of his being arrested in the sacramental act he was 
about to perform, was a striking proof of the sober truth and wisdom 
which governed the whole of the proceedings. Had a fanatical spirit 
animated him and those around him, he would have rushed on to act 
as if the judgment of the Scottish Church Court was a nullity; instead 
of this the Holy Spirit interposed, and showed him that as his com¬ 
mission to administer sacraments had been taken aw'ay by the same 
hands that conferred it, it was fitting that he should wait till he 
received anew that commission, which, it had been signified to him 
before in the hearing of his flock, would speedily be given. Although 
the recognition of the act of the Presbytery of Annan may have taken 
him by surprise, it was no surprise to him and his flock to be told 
that he should expect a higher ordination; for such had already been 
conferred on others by means of the revived apostolic ministry; and 
he and his flock had been praying for some time that this grace might 
be bestowed on them. On this being vouchsafed, it became under¬ 
stood that the effect of his being deposed by the Church of Scotland 
was, that having been loosed from old obligations, he was free for the 
higher calling which awaited him and them. 

This higher ordination, or consecration, as angel or bishop, com¬ 
prising far more than he had previously possessed, was bestowed 
upon him—not after “lingering days,” “many sorrowful days”— 
but, as we have learned from his own hand, on the fifth day after the 
word came, bidding him “to tarry;” for this word came on Sunday 
the 31st March, and he received consecration on the 5th April, the 
Friday following,—an interval barely sufficient for due preparation 
for the solemn act. 

My readers will naturally be ready to inquire whether steps were 
taken by any of the persons implicated in statements so untrue, 
so injurious, so widely read, to have them publicly contradicted; for 
“ affectionate indignation” was universally excited by them. 

It will readily be granted that those who have been called to the 
direction of a work so sacred as theirs, cannot be expected to 
notice the many gross misrepresentations regarding it which are con¬ 
tinually beingpublished. Mrs. Oliphant’s biography, however, demanded 
immediate notice. And accordingly, on the first appearance of the 
work, Mr. J. B. Cardale, an office-bearer, whose connection with these 
events warranted his interference, addressed to me the following 
letter on the subject, which I print at length. It was immediately 
communicated to the authoress, who at once expressed regret for what 
misconceptions she had caused, and she promised to have this noticed 
in a new edition. 
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The corrections she has made in the second edition appear to me 
to fall far short of what the occasion demanded. I have therefore 
felt it to be my duty to state fully and correctly the facts that took 
place, as in the narrative I have already given, and as contained also in 
the letter alluded to. 

“Albury, 28 th April , 1862. 

“Dear Mr. Ker, —You wrote to me last year on the subject of Mrs. 
Oliphant’s intention to publish a life of Mr. Irving. I answered you that 
she had my best wishes, and that if it were in my power I would readily 
assist her; on the ground that Mr. Irving was a great man of his age, 
whose history belonged not merely to us, but to the world, and that as 
upon principle we could not encourage any one of our own sentiments to 
set about such a work, we were the rather bound to look favourably on any 
attempt to represent him in his true character as a man. 

“ Mrs. Oliphant’s history is now published, and I have read it with the 
greatest interest and for the most part with admiration. She had a very 
difficult task to fulfil. In giving a true likeness she exposes herself to 
severe criticism. At the same time, professing no fellowship (it would be 
unjust to say no sympathy), with the specialties of Mr. Irving’s faith and 
hope during the last four years of his life, it could not in reason be ex¬ 
pected that she should give such an account of those four years as would, 
in all respects, be satisfactory to us. Her account is in most respects more 
satisfactory than I had anticipated. I regret the more that there should 
be anything calling for animadversion. 

“ There are, however, some passages so peculiarly painful to all with 
whom I have conversed, and I should suppose to all Mr. Irving’s friends 
participating in his faith, including his family, that I think they ought to 
be brought under Mrs. Oliphant’s notice. If I had rendered Mrs. Oli¬ 
phant assistance, I would myself have addressed her. But not having been 
able to be of service, and believing that you have to some extent assisted 
her, remembering also that you are the sole surviving of those office bearers 
of Mr. Irving’s church, who followed him from Regent’s Square, and that 
Mrs. Oliphant refers to you by name as one of his deacons, I am induced 
to address you in the hope that you may feel warranted in directing Mrs. 
Oliphant’s attention to those passages to which I allude. 

“ The first I refer to is in vol. ii., p. 354, Jcc., in which the author com¬ 
plains that, on Mr. Irving’s return from Annan, after his deposition, to the 
congregation he had himself originated, he was received * not as a martyr, 
but with an immediate interdict forbidding him to administer sacraments, 
or to assume anything out of the province of a deacon, the lowest office in 
the newly-formed church;* that ‘he was not even permitted to preach;’ 
and that while ‘ Prophets spoke and elders ruled in the midst of them, 
Irving sat silent,’ <kc. 

“ You knowhow grievously in these pages the facts are misrepresented, of 
course, unintentionally, and misconstrued. Mr. Irving’s congregation, formed 
by himself, though based on an old foundation, was Presbyterian, in con¬ 
nection with the Established Church of Scotland; such as it was in outward 
form and discipline and mode of worship in Regent Square, such it remained, 
without alteration, until Mr. Irving received Apostolic Ordination on the 
5th April, 1833. The sentence of deposition was pronounced at Annan 
on Wednesday, the 13th March; on Thursday, the 14th, he writes from 
Annan that he intended to tarry there some days and preach the gospel, 
also to preach at Kirkcudbright, Dumfries, <kc. He could not, therefore, 
have arrived in London until after Sunday the 17th. On his return he 
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resumed all his accustomed duties; but on a Sunday after his return,* 
which could not have been earlier than the 24th, as he was proceeding to 
baptize an infant, there was a word spoken to the effect, that what the 
Church of Scotland had given, the Church of Scotland could withdraw, and, 
therefore, that he should not administer the sacraments until he had 
again received ordination. 

“ In obedience to what he believed to be God’s word, he abstained from 
administering sacraments; but in all other respects he acted as the minis¬ 
ter of the congregation just as previously. No one usurped his place or 
fulfilled his previous duties, nor did he remain in silence for a day or for 
an hour. 

“ If it had been true that Mr. Irving, on his return from Scotland, or 
subsequently, had found himself superseded in his relation to the congre¬ 
gation formed by himself, if he had found others occupying his place—as 
seems to be the authors impression—or if either he or his flock had been 
left in any doubt as to the near approach of his subsequent ordination, I 
could have thoroughly acquiesced in the opinion expressed as to the effect 
of the ‘ Interdict* on Mr. Irving’s mind. But, as the case stands, so far from 
regarding it as a trial, the probability is that Mr. Irving considered the 
occurrence as putting honour on the church institutions of Scotland, in the 
acknowledgment of the judicial act, notwithstanding its injustice; that 
both he and the congregation regarded it as the fullest pledge that he 
was about to receive the ordination, which had already been conferred 
upon others, and to which he most undoubtedly looked with earnest ex¬ 
pectation. 

“Need I call your attention to those passages in which the.author 
intimates, or more plainly declares, that Mr. Irving’s authority in the 
church was limited, and himself resisted and opposed? As when, in 
page 369, she speaks of Mr. Irving being no longer the exclusive ministrant 
to the flock, which, indeed, in letter is true, but is quite incapable of 
sustaining her hypothesis, that therefore his own authority, or his own 
opportunities for ministration, were really restricted or curtailed. She 
refers, no doubt, in this passage, and in another in which she speaks of new 
institutions introduced, to the part taken by the elders and deacons, after 
his and their ordination t in visiting the people in their own houses, and to 
the ministry of the eiders in the principal service on the Lord’s day. 
These new ‘ institutions ’ Mr. Irving received with the greatest joy; 
they afforded him the greatest assistance in taking charge of his in¬ 
creasing flock, and in no way interfered with his own absolute authority, or 
his personal intercourse with the people. 

“ But far more injurious and most painful of all are the passages in 
this book, pp. 375-7, in which Mr. Irving’s presence in his own church 
is spoken of as an embarrassment felt, though unacknowledged, which 
prevented or at least hindered the development of its new institutions; 
and she imputes to certain persons, whom she describes as ‘ leaders * of the 
‘ community,’ that they felt his departure from them to be a relief; and 
to him, that the relief was even greater in escaping to the company of good 
men, who were not disposed to contend with him. 

“ So far as regards Mr. Irving’s church, you are a more competent witness 
than myself to the truth or erroneousness of these statements; but, to the 
extent of my own knowledge or experience, I utterly disbelieve them. 
I never heard, and do not believe that Mr. Irving’s entire and absolute 
authority, as head of his church, and director of all things therein, was 

* The reader is referred to page 12th for the true dates. 
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resisted, or opposed, or contested by an y one acknowledging bis pastoral 
care. 

“ If these observations are meant to apply to the whole community, of 
which Mr. Irving’s church was a component member, on this point I am 
better able to speak; and I have no hesitation in saying, that the author 
has been deceived through uutrue statements and insufficient information 
into reflections that are most undeserved and most unjustifiable. I do not 
deny that Mr. Irving had great difficulty in bringing himself to the 
hearty reception of the position into which those called to be apostles 
were gradually introduced—that he had great fears on their behalf, aud on 
his own, and on behalf of all—and that he entertained a jealousy which, 
within due bound, was peculiarly proper to himself, against any undue 
assumption, not warranted by the word of God, and derogatory to 
the place of the chief ministers of congregations. But I do utterly deny 
that there were any such contentions or oppositions as the author 
has been led to imagine. I deny that there were any ‘leaders* 
entertaining feelings of relief, or any other feelings than the deepest sorrow, 
at his loss, or that they had any project, or that there were any projects 
or anticipations of future progress which could in any way dispose them 
to feel relief It is cruel that such things should have been published— 
cruel as regards the memory of my departed friends, and of one especially 
—unjust also to those who survive, amongst whom I, of all men living, 
have the best claim to be heard in repudiating such untrue accusations. 

“Then, in leference to the last journey, it is most certain that there 
was neither authoritative command or mission, nor was there authorita¬ 
tive sanction, given to Mr. Irving to proceed to Scotland or elsewhere. 
The state of Mr. Irving’s health was such as deeply to alarm his friends; 
and I know that Mr. Drummond repeatedly conjured him to go away 
and give himself entire relaxation. When he resolved to go to Scotland— 
and it was not without remonstrance on the part of many,—we were 
met by the suggestion that ‘ it was his native air.’ His determining to 
go to Scotland, as well as his imprudent exertion in preaching, and expo¬ 
sure of himself in travelling, were his own acts; and, so far as any of 
those whom I suppose to be referred to as ‘ leaders,* are concerned, these 
things were all contrary to advice and entreaties and remonstrances, oft 
repeated. I well remember the pain it gave to those in London, when 
they heard of his preaching and of his imprudences in travelling. His 
thoughts were always directed to the care of others, not of himself. 

“ There are some minor points to which I should not have adverted, 
had they stood alone. 

“ I notice that it is said in page 134, that ‘ one of the immediate circle 
around him (Mr. Irving) an Englishman, and a lawyer, went down to 
Port-Glasgow to examine and report.’ If this statement refers to me, 
it is scarcely accurate. My acquaintance with Mr. Irving was at that 
time confined to my having met him a few times in private houses. I 
had heard him preach also three or four times. I went to examine for 
myself, and without reference to, or communication with, Mr. Irving, in 
company with three ladies, and two gentlemen—one of the latter, like my¬ 
self, a member of the Church of England. We went in August, and re¬ 
turned in September (I returned early), and the three gentlemen were 

invited by Mr.- in the latter end of October, to meet several clergy- 

menand others, and among them Mr. Irving, for the purpose of narrating 
to them in common what we had witnessed. I think the author refers 
elsewhere to this meeting. 
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“ In the account of the proceedings for ejecting Mr. Irving from the 
church there are some slight inaccuracies. In page 226, it is stated that 
the trustees had a solemn conference with Mr. I., who was accompanied by 
Mr. Cardaie as his legal adviser. I believe it was intended that I should 
be present at this conference, but it was objected to on the part of the 
trustees; and I was present at no such conference, to the best of my 
recollection. 

“ In p. 245, it is stated that Mr. Irving seems to have been advised that 
the direction of the order of worship in Regent Square Church was entirely 
in the hands of the minister. Such I know was Mr. Irving’s firm conviction, 
but no lawyer could have advised him to that effect. In fact, the decision 
of the London Presbytery was from a variety of defects bad as a legal award; 
but I quite concur with what seems to be Mrs. Oliphant’s opinion, that the 
setting aside of that award could only have led to further litigation, with¬ 
out the possibility of averting the ultimate catastrophe. 

“ Lastly, let me observe that the publication referred to in pp. 355, 363, 
and 364, as ‘the authorized Chronicle of the church,’ and as having been 
‘ put forth by the community,’ is the work of one who was entirely unac 
quainted with Mr. Irving, or any of us, until after Mr. Irving's death. I 
believe he was at great pains to ascertain the truth of the facts he states; 
but he alone is responsible both for his alleged facts, and for the reasonings 
on those facts. I mention this because I think that Mrs. Oliphant has, in 
several instances, not as to facts perhaps, but as to her inferences and 
conclusions, been misled by attributing more authority to this publication 
than belongs to it. 

“ These, however, are minor matters. The passages to which I first 
adverted are the important ones. The impression which they are calcu¬ 
lated to give, whether intentionally or otherwise, is, that in the last two 
years of Mr. Irving’s life he was surrounded by persons who, either through 
fanaticism or design, or both, checked him, interdicted him, silenced him— 
at one time availing themselves of his superstitious subjection to them (for 
it would not be reverent subjection to God), and at another time, wearing 
him out with their opposition and contentions, set themselves consciously 
or unconsciously to found schemes and fancies of their own, on the ruin of 
his authority, and of his strength and life. 

“ I am sure that Mrs. Oliphant will be the last person to take offence 
that such imputations, if felt to be unfounded, should be strenuously denied, 
and even warmly, though in all Christian charity, resented; and 1 think 
that upon reflection she will perceive that, however discreditable to those 
around Mr. Irving, they also must, if true, reflect upon the memory of Mr. 
Irving himself. 

“ For myself, I am deeply thankful to Mrs. Oliphant for her honest and 
eloquent and able vindication of Mr. Irving’s character, and my prevailing 
feeling in writing this letter is, that of sincere regret that I should have 
to note any blemishes in so beautiful a portrait.—Believe me, <fcc. 

“John B. Cardalb.” 

“ David Ker, Esq., Edinburgh.” 

The remaining inaccuracy in the biography to be noticed by me, is 
the assertion that Mr. Irving was sent by authority to Scotland in the 
autumn of 1834, a journey represented as the immediate cause of his 
last illness. But as this point is sufficiently explained, and shewn 
to be without foundation in the foregoing letter of Mr. Cardaie, it is 
unnecessary for me to add to his statement, except that the friends who 
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entreated him to go to a southern latitude, offered to defray the 
expense of the journey. 

I quote part of a letter written by him from Glasgow to Mr. Cardale, 
not given in the first edition of the Biography, the tone of which 
shows how unfounded is the statement that any alienation of feeling 
had arisen between him and his flock, and its office-bearers, or any 
others:— 

“ Glasgow, Oth Nov. 1834. 

44 The hand of the Lord is still upon me as heretofore, under which I 
desire to be humbled with all the flock, and to wait and learn the pur¬ 
pose of the Lord in such a separation. Oftentimes I think it is the Lords 
gentle hand, breaking that bond by degrees between me and my flock, 
which threatened to grow up into a kind of necessity, and even to pass 
over into idolatry. 0 how I love them! how I am thankful to them! how 
I anl laden with their benefits! And 1 am sure that their love to me is 
stronger than my love to them, and I do see it is of the great goodness and 
tenderness of God to take order that such affection should be stayed from 
passing over into unholiness; and that He hath done us a great favour to 
put us so far asunder, and for such a time, that we might try our hearts, 
and prove ourselves that our mutual love is in the Lord. 1 ’ 

The following extract is part of a letter written after his death to 
Mr. Cardale by one of the ministers of the church who had gone to 
Glasgow to be with him, but who arrived too late to see him :— 

** December 1834. 

44 From all the sources of information, it appears that in the last hours 
of him who is gone to his rest, there is reason both to rejoice and to be 
sorrowful. In his flesh it is evident he suffered much and painfully, both 
to himself and to those about him. In his spirit, as evidently, all was 
peace and joy. On Sunday, he said to his wife, ‘If I die, I die to the 
Lord/ The last words he spoke to his wife were desiring her to read Ps. 
xviii. to the end, always requesting her to go on when she paused, and 
then the fourth and fifth chapters of 1st Thessalonians. He then said, 
* Peace be with you;’ which were the last words expressly addressed to 
her. To Mr. Taylor, the gentleman in whose house he lodged, his last 
words were, 4 Cleave to the Church, cleave to the Church.’ To his father- 
in-law he said, 4 0 the depths of the peace and joy in Christ Jesus !’ His 
prayers were principally for the Church, especially his own flock; and when 
his mother asked him if he had nothing to say about his wife and children, 
he answered, 4 No: what have I to say? the Elders will take care of them;’ 
or, 4 1 commit them to the care of the Elders of the Churches.’* The last 
intelligible words he was heard to utter were, 4 Keep that day,’ which they 
supposed was that passage in 2 Tim. i. 12, 4 1 know in whom I have be¬ 
lieved,’ <kc. He then continued for about six hours in an unconscious state, 
moaning very much; and then the spirit of Edward Irving departed to 
that bosom of rest where it shall moan no more for ever. The archers 
have shot at him sore, and hit him sore, but now he is gone to his gloxy. 
He has done his work; he has run his race; he has fought his fight; and 
God hath removed him. 

44 Ah me ! it is a terrible stroke. There were none we loved like him; 
or his was a child’s simplicity, and a woman’s love, and a lion’s heart. 


* It is believed that the words spoken were, “ I leave the Elders of the Church 
in London, and of all the Churches, to care for them.” 
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Truly he was a man of a catholic spirit, of a large heart; and if at times 
he showed that he had the flesh of a man, surely that flesh hath suffered, 
and now it shall tempt him no more, for he sleeps peacefully and quietly 
in Glasgow's cathedral walls, to wait the day of the Lord, the day of its 
resurrection to glory. 

“ Although as to the body there is much to sorrow over, yet as to the 
better and immortal part we have every reason to rejoice and give Grod 
thanks that truly the end of the righteous is peace; and that his faith and 
his confidence in God, and in the work of God, remained unshaken and 
firm to the last. And now we have laid him in the grave, * in sure and 
certain hope of a blessed resurrection.’ He has done his part of the work, 
and now what remains but for every one who is left to do his duty, to be 
roused up, to redouble his diligence, and be faithful, as he who is gone was, 
even to the death ! ” 

The conviction that the world is approaching great and solemn 
events, is every day becoming more impressed on the minds of the 
thoughtful The great objects of Hope and of Dread from the world 
to come are advancing together. The coming again of the Lord, 
“ that blessed Hope/'—for He is to bring with Him the Kingdom of 
God—is also “ that Great and Dreadful Day of the Lord,” wherein 
everything that is evil shall be gathered together, and destroyed by 
Him. 

It was given to Mr. Irving, and to others, to believe that these are 
the issues which now lie open before Christendom. And when 
he had proved what was the Spirit which spoke in that Voice of 
power, again heard in the church after the silence of so many cen¬ 
turies, he recognised it to be the warning given the Virgins to arise 
and trim their lamps, and the Light it shed to be the dawning of the 
coming Day. 

David Ker 


Edinburgh, February 1863. 
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On the 22nd of March, 1832, the Trustees named in the Deed of Trust, 
tinder the provisions of which the National Scotch Church in Regent 
Square was built, lodged a complaint against the Rev. Edward Irving, 
Minister of said church, with the Presbytery of London, who are appointed 
by that Trust-Deed to be the referees in any matter of dispute affecting 
the fitness of its Minister. 

Tuesday, April 26, being appointed for the hearing of the parties, the 
Presbytery convened in the Scotch Church, London Wall, at eleven o’clock 
on that day. The first day was occupied in the examination of witnesses, 
and on Wednesday, April 27, at the meeting of the Court, Mr. Irving 
spoke as follows:— 

The four Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, have, one after 
another, recorded it for our learning, that the Forerunner and Messenger 
whom God chose, and sealed from his mother’s womb; yea, and gave to 
his parents for that very end; John the Baptist, who came forth from the 
wilderness of Judea to proclaim and herald the coming of the Son of God, 
did it in these words: “ There cometh One mightier than I after me, the 
latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose: I 
indeed have baptized you with water, but He shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost.” Of such consequence did the Eternal God, in whose 
presence we stand, deem it, that the Son of God should be known by the 
name of the Baptizer with the Holy Ghost, that he did send forth His 
messenger before His face, greater than any of the prophets, with no other 
message but to announce Him by this name, “ He it is who baptizeth with 
the Holy Ghost.” And when our Lord Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, bad 
arisen from the dead, and had appeared among his disciples, and had spoken 
to them of the things concerning the kingdom of God, he opened their 
understandings that they should understand the Scriptures; but told them 
to wait in Jerusalem, and expect the promise of the Father, for that not 
numy days hence they should be baptized with the Holy Ghost. He also 
considered his office of Baptizer with the Holy Ghost, to be so essential 
a part of bis Dignity, and of his Name, that he forbad his disciples who 
had travelled with him, who had been instructed by him, whose weak¬ 
nesses he had borne with, and whose hearts he had purified by his words, 
to proceed forth from Jerusalem without that baptism: and it is for the 
name of Christ, as the Baptizer with the Holy Ghost, that I am this day 
called in question. 

It is for that name, which God deemed so sacred, and important, as to 
give it to the Baptist to proclaim, and which the Son of God deemed so 
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important, that he would not suffer his disciples to go forth and preach till 
they had received the substance of that baptism; it is for that name, even 
for the name of Jesus, the Baptizer with the Holy Ghost, that I now 
stand here before you, sir, and before this court, and before all this people, 
and am called in question this day. 

It hath pleased Him, of his great grace, in answer to the prayers of 
his people, acting faith on the name of Jesus, crying mightily to him 
day and night, that he would fulfil his faithfulness to that name; it hath 
pleased Him. to give to some of us in my church, this baptism, with its 
sign of speaking in unknown tongues, and with its substance of prophe¬ 
sying; and I, as his dutiful minister, standing in his room, responsible 
(as ye all are) to him, have not dared to believe, that, when we prayed 
to God for bread, he would give us a stone; that, when we asked for 
a fish, he would send us a serpent: but believing that He is faithful 
who hath promised, and trying the thing given by the test of the Holy 
Scriptures, and the testimony of God in my own conscience, and in that 
of his people, and having thus been satisfied of the truth of the manifes¬ 
tations, I have not dared to put it to silence, as being the thing witnessed 
in the Holy Scriptures; and have ordered it, as I can show, in nothing 
contrary to the standards of the Church; yet, because I would not put 
my hand on it to suppress the voice of the Spirit, against the conscience 
both of myself, and also of most of my people, against my sense of duty, 
against the Word of God, against the name of the Lord Jesus Christ; 
because I would not suppress this at once with an high hand, for these 
reasons am I called in question before you. 

This is a matter of high import; this is a matter of great concernment 
May the Lord give me grace to open it in order: may the Lord also give 
me strength to sustain the burden of so great a cause: and may the Lord 
give me wisdom in my words, that I may utter nothing which may be a 
stumbling-block to the least of these little ones; that I may give no offence, 
no needless offence, to any of his enemies, but that I may order ray dis¬ 
course in the same manner as my Lord would have done, standing in my 
room. Yea! do thou, Lord Jesus, speak through thy servant, and enable 
him to set forth the very truth of God. 

That I may lay this case rightly before thus court, and in order, this 
method presents itself to my mind: First, As I am to justify the thing 
which I have done, it is needful to show the grouuds on which I did it; 
and to shew the grounds on which I did it, it is needful to shew the thing 
in the Word of God, which I believe God has given us. This is the first 
thing I must do; for even the heathen could s^y, ‘‘that the song and the 
discourse should begin from God.” Next, It is needful that I shew you 
that the thing which we have received is the very thing contained in the 
Word of God, and held out to the hope and expectation of the church of 
God; yea, of every baptized man: Thirdly, That I shew you how I have 
ordered it as the minister of the church; and shew also, that the way in 
which I have ordered it is according to the Word of God, and in nothing 
contradictory to the standards of the Church of Scotland: Fourthly, to 
speak a little concerning the use of the gifts; and, Finally, to shew how 
we stand as parties, and how the case stands before this court. And then 
I shall leave it to the judgment of you, and of all here present. 

I read it in the Gospels, and it is in all the four Gospels, that John the 
Baptist spoke the following words: “ I indeed baptize you with water 
unto repentance; but He that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose 
shoes I am not worthy to bear; He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire.” Now, in the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles, I find 
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it thus written: “ And being assembled together with them, he commanded 
them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise 
of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me: for John truly 
baptized with water, but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not 
many days hence.” We have here this message from God by the mouth of 
the Baptist, that Jesus was he who should baptize with the Holy Ghost; 
that that was the end of his coming; and we have here also the declara¬ 
tion from the mouth of Jesus himself, after his resurrection, that he had 
not done that in the days of his flesh, neither between his resurrection and 
ascension, but that he was to do it not many days hence when he was 
ascended into glory. 

The baptism of the Holy Ghost, therefore, is a thing which was not by 
Jesus in his ministry, while on earth, accomplished; nor by his teaching 
while on earth, accomplished; but it was accomplished when he had 
ascended up on high, not many days thereafter. On the day of Pentecost, 
as we see in the iid of Acts, was it accomplished; and here is the descrip¬ 
tion of it: “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were 
all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound 
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the house where 
they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like 
as of fire; and it sat upon each of them, and they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave 
them utterance.”—Here is the baptism with the Holy Ghost, which Jesus 
promised to them when he should go to the Father; and the way in which 
it was manifested, was the speaking with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. 

Now Peter, when preaching on that occasion to the people, said to them 
these words: “Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost;” that is 
what he directed their attention to when he said, “Wait for the promise 
of the Father, and ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost;” being, he 
says, by the right hand of God exalted, and having received this promise, 
‘•he hath shed forth this that ye now see” in these men, “and hear” in these 
men speaking with other tongues, and magnifying God. The effect of this 
discourse on the people is thus described: “Now when they heard this, 
they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the 
Apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Peter having said to 
them, that Jesus who had just ascended to the Father, had now shed down 
the gift of the Holy Ghost on his church, which ye now see and hear, 
says to all people, “Repent, and be baptized, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost;” the same thing he had been discoursing of, and to which 
their attention bad been drawn by the outpouring of the Spirit, and speak¬ 
ing in the midst of them. And if ye were in like manner exercised when 
ye hear in the church speaking with tongues and magnifying God, and 
ye never hear them do any thing else in my church than speaking with 
tongues and magnifying God, ye would hear the word of truth, saying to 
yourselves, “ Repent aud be baptized, every one of yon^ for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 

We have all been baptized, and it is our privilege to be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost, and with fire; otherwise Peter held out a false message, and 
preached a false gospel, and connected a false benefit with baptism, for lie 
promised it distinctly to all If Christian baptism be that which Peter on the 
day of Pentecost set forth, preached, and ministered, every baptized person 
is privileged to expect, and ought to possess, and through faith shall receive, 
the gift of the Holy Ghost: “ for the promise is to you, and to your chii- 
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dren and to allnot to this generation only, but to another, and another, 
and another; for it is added “ to them that are afar off^” Gentiles as well as 
Jews, Jews at hand, Gentiles afar off, yea, “ even to as many,” without ex¬ 
ception, “ as the Lord onr God shall call.” Ye are called, ye are called; by 
the ministry of the Gospel, we are all called; we are all baptized with the bap¬ 
tism which Peter preached, for there is no other. Jesus had commanded 
Peter and the Apostles to go forth into all nations, and preach the Gospel 
to every creature, baptizing them into the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. Peter obeyed that commandment, and, in obeying it, said, 
“ Ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost; for the promise is unto you, 
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call.” 

But Peter’s words are only a quotation, a part of the text of his 
discourse: the text is taken from Joel, and in the conclusion of his 
discourse he embodies the text to the people, referring them to their 
own prophets; for he was speaking to them that believed the Prophets. 
Peter knew himself to be a man of no reputation, and despised among them; 
he could say nothing of his own authority; he therefore directed their at¬ 
tention to their own prophets, and he referred them to the prophecy in Joel, 
as containing the promise of the outpouring of the Spirit, and assured them 
in the words of Joel, that it should be fulfilled in those days. Now, what 
is the promise of Joel? “ And it shall come to pass afterwards, that I will 
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see 
visions; and also upon the servants, and upon the handmaidens in those days” 
(twice over you have here repeated daughters and handmaidens) “ will I 
pour out my Spirit.” He taketh the first words of that text, “ your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy,” and tells them “ the promise is to you, 
and to your children;” and he taketh the last words of it, “as many as the 
Lord our God shall calland so knitting them both in one, he projects it 
on baptism, and binds the prophecy of Joel to baptism. And I say, that 
every baptized person is privileged to possess this gift, and is responsible 
for it, and will possess it through faith in God; and only does not possess 
it, because he hath rejected the promise of God, and turneth away from it. 
I say it is knit unto baptism, it is the rubric of baptism. And no minister 
baptizeth in the manner Peter baptized, who doth not hold out to the bap¬ 
tized person, not only the remission of sins, but also the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, as set forth in that promise of Joel, which is to “as many as the 
Lord your God shall call.” Brethren, this is for the conscience; it is not 
for the members of the body, for the feet, nor for the hands, but for the 
conscience of men. 

Now, sir, it is about four or five years ago, very soon after we entered 
the National Scotch Church, I think immediately before the first sacrament 
therein; for the last thing we did in the Caledonian Church was to admi¬ 
nister the Lord’s Supper; and immediately before the next ordinance, in 
November, that I was called, I felt called upon, to open to the people the 
subject of the sacraments, in order to prepare them with due knowledge for 
sitting down at the Lord’s table; and so far back as that time I opened to 
them, what I now open in your hearing, and in the hearing of this court: 
and I gave it as my judgment before them all, that every one of us is 
responsible for the baptism of the Holy Ghost, in nil the fulness in which 
it was administered by Jesus on the day of Pentecost, and in all the fulness 
contained in that name of Baptizer with the Holy Ghost. 

What would ye say, if any one were to stand up and reason thus: ‘ Yea, 
John the Baptist said of Jesus, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
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away the sins of the world/' no doubt Jesus was the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sins of the world. He was so for one or two generations, 
bat he is so no longerand what do ye say now to those who reason in 
this same manner, and who affirm, after John the Baptist announced the 
same Jesus as He who baptizeth with the Holy Ghost, and after Jesus him¬ 
self had turned the attention of his disciples to the thing that was to be 
fulfilled not many days heuce, as the baptism with the Holy Ghost (and 
when that baptism took place, it was with speaking with tongues, and 
prophesying on the day of Pentecost; and Peter thereupon baptizing with 
water, gave the promise of it to the whole church): what say ye to those 
who say, ‘ Ah, yes, he was the baptizer with the Holy Ghost in that kind 
for one century or two; but he is no longer so now?’ What do I say to 
them, but that they are deniers of the name of Jesus? and if they repent 
not, now that Jesus is manifesting himself by this name, his judgments will 
alight on their heads. 

This was several years before any manifestation appeared: and as the 
Lord ordered it, that book containing the Homilies on Baptism was printed, 
and was before the church several years before any manifestations appeared, 
clearly shewing you that it was a conviction of my own soul, gathered from 
the word of God, and preached publicly in the whole congregation, and the 
whole congregation entreated faithfully to give heed to it. Now, I need 
not go into other Scriptures in order to confirm what I have now said; be¬ 
cause a thing coming forth from the mouth of the Baptist, and promised 
by the mouth of Jesus, and sealed up in an ordinance by Peter, needeth 
not to be confirmed. You might as well take the passage in the vith 
chapter of John, where our Lord speaking of the eating of his flesh in 
order to everlasting life, and which he knit up in the ordinance of the 
Lord’s Supper, saying, “ Take, eat; this is my body;” you might as well 
require that that discourse iu the vith chapter of John, sealed up in the 
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, needeth more Scriptures to confirm it, as 
that the proclamation of Christ’s name by the Baptist as Baptizer with the 
Holy Ghost, the substantiation of it by Christ himself on the day of 
Pentecost, and the knitting of it up in the ordinance of baptism, needeth 
confirmation. 

But if confirmation be wanting, I have the Book before me; and from 
end to end there is not one passage in which the gifts of the Holy Ghost 
are mentioned, where they are not mentioned as the property of the 
whole church, as the blessing of the whole church, as needful to the 
growth of the whole church, and as designed to continue until that which 
is perfect is come, to continue until we shall see eye to eye, and face to 
face. And, again, in the ivth chapter of Ephesians, it is said, these gifts 
were to continue “ until we all arrive at the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ.” Christ ascending up on high gave “ to some apostles, 
to some prophets, to some evangelists, to some pastors and teachers;” 
giving them all alike without alteration or reservation, “ for the perfect¬ 
ing of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ, until we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ.” 

How any man dareth to take out of this passage apostles, evangelists, 
prophets, and to say that they were only intended for a season; but that 
the pastor and the teacher were intended always to continue; I never 
have been able to find a reason. But I hold it to be a dariug infraction 
of the integrity of the word of God; aud permit me to say, it was erro¬ 
neously alleged of the Church of Scotland that she denieth this doctrine. 
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On referring to the Second Book of Discipline, which I hold in my hand 
(whereof you ought not to be ignorant, seeing I have referred to it in the 
documents), it is distinctly said, that though these gifts do not now exist 
in the church, they might be revived when occasion served; and that now 
they have ceased in the church, except it shall please God to stir some of 
them up again. Who can say that it hath not now pleased God to stir 
them up again! But now, at this part of the case, if ye intend to act as 
attestors of the standards of the Church of Scotland merely, and not as 
attesters and ministers of the word of God, I ask of you to say, whether 
the time in which we live, when Antichrist and Infidelity are coming 
forth in all their strength, when wickedness rages on all bands, when the 
name of Jesus is cast out by the kings and potentates of the earth, and 
when monarcbs are set up to rule in their own names instead of ruling in 
his name; I ask if these are not those extraordinary times in which it may 
please the Lord to raise them up again? 

But passing that by, it is said they were bestowed for the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ. Do not the saints need to be perfected? The work of 
the ministry needeth to be wrought. The body needeth to be edified, 
and we are not yet come to the measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ; and I believe the Lord will seal apostles; I believe that, 
the Lord hath sealed prophets: and I believe that the Lord will seal 
evangelists, and pastors, and teachers, in the power of the Spirit, if only 
the church, laying hold of the word of God, and forsaking the traditions 
of men; if only the saints of God, believing and establishing them¬ 
selves on the rock, which is the word of Jesus, and pleading the name of 
Jesus, and believing on him as Baptizer with the Holy Ghost, as well as 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world; if one half, if 
one tenth, if one hundredth part of those before me will with confidence 
look unto Him, and call upon Him, they will find Him faithful, they will 
find His name to be a strong tower, to which the righteous runneth, and is 
safe. And it will not be lon^, whether you consider it or not, whether you 
will hear, or whether you will forbear, it will uot be long until the Lord 
who hath sealed prophets, will also seal apostles, and evangelists, and every 
other gift in his church. 

This is the thing, sir, which we expected, which we prayed for in the 
National Scotch Church (privately before this time last year): and 
publicly, about this time last year, we met together about two weeks 
before the meeting of the General Assembly, to pray that the General 
Assembly might be guided in judgment by the Lord, the Head of the 
church; and we added thereto prayers for the present low estate of the 
churcli: and we cried unto the Lord for apostles, prophets, evangelist**, 
pastors, and teachers, anointed with the Holy Ghost, the gift of Jesus; 
because we saw it written in God’s word that these are the appointed 
ordinances for edifying the body of Jesus. We continued in prayer, we 
met morning after morning, at half-past six every morning, and the Lord 
was not long in hearing and answering our prayers. He sealed first one. 
then another, then another; and gave them first enlargement of spirit in 
their own devotions when their souls were lifted up to God; and they 
were closed with him in great nearness; he then gave them to pray in a 
tongue which Paul said he was wont to do more than they all: “I bless 
God, speaking with tongues more than you all.” And Paul, speaking of 
praying in an unknown tongue, says, “ If I pray in an unknown tongue 
my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful;” just as, in the 
evidence of yesterday, the witness declared that in praying in a tonguo 
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he enjoyed closer communion with God than in praying with the under¬ 
standing. Paul said, when he came into the congregation it was for 
edification of the body of Christ; and he would not then pray in a tongue, 
because it was out of place, for they understood not the tongue; he would 
pray with the understanding, but not in an unknown tongue. Therefore 
he prayed both in spirit and in the understanding. But in his private 
devotion, blessing God in his eucharistical services, he gave thanks speakiug 
in tongues more than they all; but in the church, as contradistinguished 
from his private devotions, he would rather speak five words with the under¬ 
standing than ten thousand in an unknown tongue, because then it was not 
for edification; for he would, in the latter case, be to them a barbariau, for 
no one would understand him unless an interpreter were also present. 

Just as it was with Paul, so with these persons for the first time in 
their private devotions, when they were wrapt up nearest to God, the Spirit 
took them, and made them to speak sometimes song, sometimes words, 
in a tongue; and by degrees, according as they sought more and more 
unto God, the gift became perfected, until they were moved to speak 
in tongues even in the presence of others. In this stage I suffered them 
not to speak in the church, according to the canon of the Apostle; and 
even in private, in my own presence I permitted it not; but I heard that 
it had been done. I would not have rebuked it, I would have sym¬ 
pathised tenderly with the person who was carried in the Spirit and lifted 
up; but in the church I would not have permitted it. In process of time, 
about fourteen days after, the gift perfected itself, so that they were made 
to speak in tongues, and prophesy the word in English, for exhortation, 
edification, and comfort, which is the proper definition of prophecy, as 
testified by one of the witnesses. 

Now, when we had received this into the church, in answer to our 
prayers, it became me as the minister of the church, to try that which we 
bad received. I repeat it, it became me as minister of the church, and not 
another; and my authority for this you will find in the iid of Revelations, 
where the Lord Jesus, writing to the angel of the church of Ephesus, 
speaks thus to him: “ I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy 
patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast 
tried them which say they are apostles and are not, and hast found them 
liars.” Here the Lord Jesus, the Head of the church, commeuded the 
angel of the church of Ephesus, the head of that church, in whose place I 
stand in my church, and in whose place no other standeth (the elders and 
deacons have their place, but this belongeth to the angel or minister of the 
church), and the Lord commendeth him for trying them which say they 
are apostles and are not. Therefore to me, as minister of the church, 
watching over the souls of the people, it belongeth to try every one who 
says he is commissioned of Jesus, be he prophet, apostle, or evangelist, 
pastor, or teacher. I, as responsible for those souls, must search into the 
matter; and it was on my responsibility if I allowed a wolf to come into the 
fold: and if I keep out one who is a prophet, apostle, or evangelist, and 
prevent him from exercising the gift given him for the edifying not of one 
part of the church, but of the whole church of God, I do it at my peril 
I dare not do otherwise; because the Lord Jesus, the only Head of 
the church, in writing these seven epistles to the angels of the seven 
churches in Asia, in order to guide them, commendeth the angel of 
the church of Ephesus for having taken upon him this duty; and I, 
as the minister of the Lord Jesus, dare not disobey him, though the loss 
of my head, of my life, of an hundred lives, were the consequence. I dared 
not willingly disobey him, and set to all my people and to all authorities, 
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an example of disobedience. I was necessitated to obey him, though my 
life were taken. 

Therefore, when the Lord sent us what professed to be prophets, what 
we had prayed for, what the Lord had given in answer to prayer, when 
there appeared the sign of the prophet speaking with tongues, and pro¬ 
phesying, and magnifying God, and what appeared to be true; I dared 
not shrink from my place of trying them, and putting them to the proof, 
and, if found not so, preventing them; and, if they were so, permitting 
them; yea, and giving thanks to Jesus, for having answered our prayers 
and sent U3 the ordinance of prophesying, which is expressly said to bo 
for the edification of the church; for it is said, u he that prophesieth 
edifieth the church.” 

Moreover I learned that this duty doth devolve upon me, the angel and 
pastor of the church, from the same second chapter of Revelations; where, 
writing to the angel of the church in Thyatira, he says, “ Notwithstanding, 
I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebe], 
which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants.” 
Here we have the proof that there were true prophetesses in the cl lurch. 
The same thing is referred to in Joel ii. 28, and again in the iid of Acts, 
where we are told that Philip the evangelist had four daughters, virgins, 
which did prophesy; and in the second chapter of 1 Corinthians, there are 
instructions for women to pray and prophesy in a comely manner in the 
church. In the church at Thyatira, this woman, Jezebel, calling herself a 
prophetess, was permitted to teach. A prophetess may not teach: to teach 
belongeth to a man; it is an office of authority. A prophetess may pro¬ 
phesy, speaking by the Holy Ghost: and none of those persons prophesying 
in my church have ever spoken by any power except by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, as I believe. But Jezebel was suffered to teach in the 
church, and also to seduce the servants of the Lord, contrary to the 
canons of Paul, given in 1 Cor. xL and 1 Tiin. ii. I produce this second 
commandment of the Lord Jesus Christ, your Head, the Head of the 
church, my Head, and the Head of every man, whom no man, as he 
values his own salvation, dares on any account willingly to disobey. This 
commandment of Jesus reproveth the angel of that church for refusing to 
do that which was his duty, and permitting this woman, calling herself a 
prophetess, to teach. So that here have I one commended for ful¬ 
filling this duty, and one reproved for not fulfilling it; and I want no 
more evidence to shew that it was my duty, as the servant of Jesus, 
to fulfil His commandment, and I want no other authority than His 
command whom I must not, whom I dare not, whom I will not 
disobey, to make trial of the persons who had these gifts; and I pro¬ 
ceeded to that trial. 

The first thing towards the trial was to hear them prophesy before 
myself, and so I did it. The Lord, in his providence, gave me ample 
opportunity in private prayer-meetings, of which many were in the 
congregation established, of hearing them speaking with tongues and 
prophesying: and it was so ordered by providence, that every per¬ 
son whom I heard was known to myself, so that I had this double 
test; first, of their private walk and conversation; and, second, of hear¬ 
ing the thing prophesied. The private walk and conversation were, 
as far as I knew, according to godliness: they waited on the ordinances 
daily, they were all duly baptized, they were all members of Christ, 
and therefore fully privileged to expect the baptism of the Holy Ghost; 
they were all in full communion, though not all in my church : but 
my church is only a part of the church of Christ, which condemns 
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none, and separateth from none. It was not the custom of the pri¬ 
mitive church in the Apostolic times, that when one or two brethren 
came from another church, they were not permitted to speak or to 
exhort the brethren until they had sat down with them at the Lord’s 
table; for our Lord Jesus himself, wherever he went, spake in the 
synagogues; and in the Acts of the Apostles, Paul and Barnabas, 
though they were only known as brethren, went into the synagogues and 
exhorted: and I hold it to be contrary to the constitution of the Protestant 
church, that any member or minister of one church, being in full commu¬ 
nion with it, should not also be admissible into full communion with 
another. A member, for instance, of the Church of England is in 
full communion with the Scotch Church, both in respect to Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper. It is so by the acts of the Assembly. I cannot tell you 
the express date of the act; but it comes between the time of the Revolu¬ 
tion, 1692, and the date of 1720. I cannot charge my memory with the 
exact date; but it is a short act, setting forth that a member of another 
communion coming into the bosom of the Church of Scotland, is ad¬ 
missible to all the ordinances, if his walk is according to godliness; for, as 
it is quaintly said, we ought rather to use diligence to draw them over 
to us, than we go to them. 

These persons were members of the church of Christ, walking in his 
commandments and ordinances blameless; nay, distinguished for acts 
and labours of love in their own churches; in fact, there was only one 
such; and another, though not admitted to membership, was under 
examination previous to communion. First, they were of blameless 
walk and conversation, and in full communion with the church of Christ. 
Second, in private prayer meetings, where they were accustomed to 
exercise the gift of utterance, I could discern nothing contrary to sound 
doctrine, but every thing for edification, exhortation, and comfort. There was 
the sign of the unknown tongue, and prophesying for edification, exhortation, 
and comfort; and beside these there is no other outward and visible test to 
which they might be brought. Having these before me, I was still very 
much afraid of introducing it into the church, and was exceedingly 
burdened in conscience for some weeks. Look at the condition in which 
I was placed. I had sat at the head of the church, praying that these gifts 
might be poured out on the church; believed in the Lord’s faith¬ 
fulness, and that I was praying the prayer of faith, and that be had poured 
out the gifts in the church in answer to our prayers; was I to disbelieve 
what in faith I had been praying for, and which we had all been praying 
for ? When it came, I had every opportunity of proving it. I had put it 
to the proof according to the word of God; and I found, so far as I was 
able to discern, that it is the thing written in the Scriptures, and into the 
faith of which we had been baptized. 

Having found this, I was in a great straight between two opinions, and 
much burdened, God knowetb, for certain days, nay, even weeks; my 
burden I could disclose to no one. A great burden it was, for I felt 
it was my duty to act; and I feared if I were to go seeking counsel 
of others, and any were to say, Do not introduce it into the church, 
then should be putting myself into a straight between my obedience 
to the Lord, and my inclination to follow the counsel giveu me. In this 
state I remained some time, and I need not tell the leadings of Provi¬ 
dence, which led me at length to determine, but it was very much the 
testimony of my own heart. In the morning meeting, the Spirit burst 
out in the mouth of that witness whom you examined yesterday; and 
several times in one day the voice of the Spirit was, that it was quenched 
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and restrained in the church. I felt this very burthensome to me, and this 
conviction came at once to my heart: ‘ It belongs to you to open the 
door; you have the powers of the keys; it is you that are restraining and 
hindering it.’ I reflected on it all that day, and next morning I came 
to the church. After prayers, I rose up, and said in the midst of them 
all, I cannot any longer be a party to hinder that which I cousider to 
be the voice of the Holy Ghost, from being heard in the church. I 
feel I have too long deferred, and I pray you to give heed while I read 
out these passages as my authority, and the commandment of the Lord 
concerning the prophets; aud I read therefore these passages, 1 Cor. xiv. 
23: “If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and 
all speak with tongues, and there come iu those that are unlearned, or 
unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad V * The Apostle was here 
writing of speaking with tongues, in contradistinction to prophesying; 
that is to say, speaking nothing but the unknown tongue; for what should 
it profit unless there be an interpreter ? He is not speaking of what 
we have, that which we have is one-fifth or one-tenth in tongue, and 
the rest in prophesying. He is taking the distinction between speaking 
with tongues and prophesying. No one in our church could say the 
person speaking is mad, because he doth not utter perhaps more than 
two minutes or one minute in tongue, and then he begins to prophesy 
in English, for the edification, exhortation, and comfort of all: the one is the 
sign of the inspiration, that it is the power of the Spirit; the other is the 
thing which the Spirit would give forth for the edification of the church. 

Sometimes it comes forth without the sign, but generally it is other¬ 
wise; for I think I have observed iu the church, where many are present 
who disbelieve, or doubt, or mock, the sign is given in great power: but it 
is otherwise ordered in a company of persons believing the calling of the 
prophet, when the sign is not given, but the word of prophecy comes out 
simply. But I have observed if the word of prophecy is hard to be 
received, the sign is given even in the company of those strong in the 
faith: yea, I have seen it occur more than once that the sign lias been 
given, and then the word in English follows; and then the sigu is again 
repeated: I have noticed that in this case something is added hard to be 
received, or perhaps a rebuke to some one present, or something bard for 
the will of the party to receive, for the Spirit speaketh to the conscience. 

Well, I read out this passage, “But if all prophesy, and there come in one 
that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged 
of all; and thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest, and so falling 
down on his face he will worship God, and report that God is among 
you of a truth.” Here it is said, “when the whole church cometh together 
into one place,” they may “ all prophesy one by oneand it is added, 
“ Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the others judge ” and dis¬ 
cern the things which they prophesy, and try the spirit that it is done by; 
whether the prophet, through carelessness or want of holiness, be overtaken 
of any temptation, even as the witnesses examined yesterday did declare 
before you all, without being questioned, in the honest purity and simpli¬ 
city of his heart, that lie once was made to rebuke me in a manner w hich 
he believed w r as not by the Spirit of God; and this he learned by another 
prophet discerning: and after waiting ou the Lord at the end of two days, 
it was made manifest, agreeably to this, “ Let the prophets speak two or 
three, and let the others discern;” and further, “if any thing be revealed 
to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.” 

Now, I beg your attention to this passage, as it bears much on the case 
attempted to be made out against me; and yet not against me, but against 
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the voice of the Spirit in the church. And here let me say they are not in¬ 
terruptions, though they are called interruptions of the service of the church; 
for we are told, “if any thing be revealed to another sitting by, let the first 
hold his peace.” And if by the Spirit any thing be revealed to any one 
sitting by, though I be engaged in praying, though I be engaged in preaching, 
I am required to hold my peace, because I might be preaching falsehood 
which the Spirit of the Lord may wish to defend the congregation from. 
Jesus is the head of the congregation, not I; I am only his deputy, and 
the prophets are his voice. You are very ignorant of the Old Testa¬ 
ment, if you know not that the prophet is the voice of God, to kings, to 
princes: he is the voice of Jesus to his church; and if I be speaking any 
thing contrary to the mind of Jesus, shall not He, the head of the church, 
have liberty by his prophets to tell the congregation so, and guard them 
from error.* If I be praying in error or in a wicked spirit, for a man may 
be erroneous in his prayers; a man may curse and blaspheme in prayer; 
and if I do so, shall not the Lord Jesus have power in his own church 
then and there to make manifest the error, that the congregation be not 
poisoned thereby? If a father saw improper food put upon the plate of 
his child, which the child should not eat, would be not step in and take 
the morsel out of its mouth? And shall the Lord Jesus, the Master of 
the house, not be permitted to step in at any time, and prevent such food 
from being partaken of by the children whom he hath purchased with his 
own blood? He shall, in my church. He shall in my church, so long as 
he honours me by permitting me to be the minister of it. Call it not 
interruption: ye speak it in ignorance; ye understand it not, and you 
examine not into it, and the Lord forgiveth it Take heed lest your igno¬ 
rance be not wilful, the complainants have mostly withdrawn their ears 
from it, and would not hear it: they would not put themselves to the 
pains of examining it, but would beat with the high hand of a trust deed 
the minister of Jesus from his place, and the Lord Jesus from his place 
also. 

Moderator. Order! I will not allow any one to say that we beat the 
Lord Jesus from his place. We hear Mr. Irving from a matter of tender¬ 
ness and courtesy, and he must not use this language towards us. 

Mr. Irving. The thing stated was a truth. 

Hu Solicitor protested against the interruption. 

Mr. Irving. I have spoken the truth, and nothing but the truth, and 
God knows it; and whether the truth should not be spoken, He knoweth 
also: but be it so, be it so.—Well, then, I read this passage and also 
the passage which concerneth the comely way in which women should 
prophesy and pray in the church, which is thus written in 1 Cor. xi. 4: 
“ Every man praying or prophesying having his head covered dis- 
honoureth his head: but every woman that prayeth or prophesyeth with 
her head uncovered dishonoured her head, for that is even all one as if 
she were shaven; for if a woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: 
but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered; 
for a man indeed ought not to cover his head, inasmuch as he is the 

* This was said in the ignorance that then existed concerning the relative position 
of apostles and prophets in the universal church, and of angels or bishops in the par¬ 
ticular churches, and the prophets under them. Mr. Irving is here arguing as if the 
position of those who have the gift of prophecy in the Christian Church is the same as 
that of the prophets in the Jewish Church. But this is not the case. In the Chris¬ 
tian Church the prophet is the second ministry, not the first, 1 Cor. xii. 28. Eph. iv. 11. 
A.n<l therefore it is not the place nor part of the prophet to be correcting the ruler 
/er him. It must be remembered that this was spoken in the very infancy of the 

>rk, before apostles were called and set to order all things aright in the church.—En. 
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image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of the man; for 
this cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of the 
angels.” The woman having power on her head is a sign of authority, 
because of the angels of the church, in reference to their office. I know 
there has been a difference of opinion on this matter, and that the 
passage has been confronted with that passage in 1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35 : 
“ Let your women keep silence in the church; for it is not per¬ 
mitted to them to speak;” and another passage in*l Tim. il 11, 12, to 
the same effect. Now it has been said we have gainsayed these pas¬ 
sages, and that we have interpreted them in a way that would never have 
been thought of but for this which has occurred. 

Now, to say nothing of the old commentators, I give you among the 
moderns the opinion of Locke, that master of exact interpretation, though 
not of sound doctrine; yet be was the master of logic, which is the science 
of sound words. I also refer you to Scott, whom the whole evangelical 
body in England consider the pattern of commentators. I refer also to Brown, 
who is looked up to in Scotland as Scott is in England. These three com¬ 
mentators have all judged of these passages as I have judged of them: 
namely, that the two latter refer to women speaking by their own power 
and strength,—the former to women speaking by the power of the Holy 
Ghost; the one not to be permitted, the other not to be prevented. I have 
these three, than whom none stand higher in their respective schools; 
Locke in the Arminian school, Scott in the Evangelical school, and Brown 
universally consulted in the Scottish Churches; and all these interpret them 
as I have done. No one then can say that we have strained the Scriptures 
to suit our purposes. Grotius also concurs in the same view, than whom 
no one at the period of the Reformation stood in such reputation among 
the Remonstrants. 

And almost all the interpreters in the primitive church held the same 
views: and the practice was almost invariably continued in the first ages of 
the church, and may be traced till the time of Cyprian, when women, and 
even children, were accustomed to prophesy in the churches by the Holy 
Ghost; as is written in the Psalms, “Out of the mouth of babes and suck¬ 
lings hast thou perfected praise.” And Cyprian, who was bishop of Car¬ 
thage, thought it not beneath him to send the tilings spoken by children 
in the church by the power of the Spirit to the presbyteries of his diocese, 
for their instruction.—Now, having readT these passages therefore, I said 
to the people, I stand here before you, after my conscience has been bur¬ 
dened with it for weeks; and I can no longer forbid it, but do in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, permit that every one who has received the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, and is moved by the Holy Ghost, shall have liberty to 
speak. 

It pleased the Lord at that meeting to sanction this by hie own approval: 
while I was reading, the Spirit of the Lord spoke in Mr. T., who 
appeared yesterday as a witness, and said, Let them prophesy; but let it 
be under authority. And at the same meeting both Mrs. C. and Miss 
E. C. spoke in the Spirit with tongues and prophesying, rejoicing at 
what had been done. Now observe, according to the commandment of 
Jesus, I took to myself the privilege and responsibility of trying the 
prophets in private first, before permitting them to speak in the church. 
I then gave to the church the opportunity of fulfilling its duty: for it 
belongs not to the pastor merely, but to every man to try the spirits; as it 
is written in Matthew, that our Lord, when speaking to his disciples in the 
mount, “ Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, 
but inwardly they are ravening wolves: ye shall know them by their fruits ‘ 
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the bounden duty of every one, when the minis- 
before the congregation whom, having tried, he 
< ak 1 Spirit of God, to be on their guard and beware 
i try them. Moreover Paul, in his Epistle to 
lares of some who in the last days should give heed to seducing 
he warncth the church against being ensnared by them. In 
.lohn also, in his First Catholic Epistle, gives instructions to 
S ether they be of God; and gives the rule whereby they might 
ry i . i hat confesseth not that Jesus is come in the flesh, 
and whosoever denieth this is antichrist, 
duty therefore, in obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
ill church< s, and without whom any church is nothing bnt a 
rying the spirits, to put them forth to the people, 
ght be tried by them. I put the prophets forth at the morning 
church; and I made it known to the people at prayer, in 
1 in all ways, and invited the people to come and witness for 
so the tiling continued. I had not yet introduced it into 
ngregation, j imitting, I should suppose, four or five weeks for 
the church, and was still reluctant, for I erred on the side of 
nd seeing the spirit of many of the congregation that they 
dislike and suspicion the whole subject. I waited, and it was 
ice was broken,* in spite of me, that I spoke in the full con- 
c ruing the duty of its being then heard; and that day, after 
by which e congregation was thrown into a good deal of 
1< ft my ordinary subject: for although it was attempted to be 
\ ;erday that I set myself to discourse on one sub- 
and ny people on that, my custom is to go regularly 
preaching, and lecturing; but when the church was tried in 
it my duty to take up the subject, as it occurs in 1 Cor. xiv. 
ir souls from being snared by Satan, and exhorted them to 
its according to the rules there laid down. I am ashamed and 
say, that from t hat time forward several of the trustees entered 
[nirch any moi , notwithstanding all I could say, to hear and 
whether it sere the word of God or not, but set it down at 
that ought not to be, and there left it. At the same time 
rc not to complain against any one, but merely to state the 
court, that the Presbytery may be rightly informed. I am 
substantiate these things if the Presbytery desire it, from the 
the persons sworn. 

lie speaking was thus forced on the congregation, I felt I could 
esist it ; but in the evening I rose in my place and said, If the 
should be again added to by those speaking with tongues 
eying,—for that is the right word, for it is the addition of an 
prophesyin ,—that they should understand it to be, not 
man, but what I believed it to be, the word of the Spirit 
it was added to. From that time I felt it my duty, in 
the great Head of the church, to take order that it should 
vented, but encouraged: I claim the word encouraged; and 
in the midst of the congregation, to encourage 
in obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ, who had given this 
t; not for nought, but for the edifying of the church, which is his 
would think myself a most unworthy pastor, if, after receiving 
not lay it out to use, and encourage it to be used for the 


* On 10th Octol>er, 1831. 
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good of the people. I did it in obedience to Jesus, for the good of 
the flock: and if you want testimony, I shall pledge myself that 1 will 
produce five hundred men and women who shall come forward volun¬ 
tarily and testify in this court, that there have been prophets raised 
up in our church, whose words have been most edifying, yea like mar¬ 
row and fatness to their souls. These five hundred persons, walking in 
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord, will freely come for¬ 
ward on any day you will appoint, and declare that it hath been the 
most biassed thing to their souls, next to the ministry of the word and 
ordinances. And thus these were the steps I took for proving it, for all 
this comes under the head of probation; first by myself privately; then 
not in public but at the morning service, where all might have attended if 
they would; and then before all the congregation: and still it is continued, 
for the probation is not yet done. Many in the church have not yet re¬ 
ceived full probation of it; and them I teach to wait on the Lord, and 
they shall receive full satisfaction, for I believe that the Lord tenderly re¬ 
gards the doubts of every one of his children: “for the bruised reed will 
he not break; the smoking flax will he not quench;’* and I believe 
there is not a weak member of Christ’s church waiting humbly and 
sincerely on him, to whom he will not give conviction. 

I have never made it a test in my church, although, as a man preaching to 
the congregation, I have seen it my duty to declare the truth concerning it; 
for the Lord Jesus is very tender, and very loving; and if a man will but 
turn aside and see what this great thing is, be will be taught and led of God. 
If there be any of my flock here present, let them take this assurance as a 
consolation to their souls. On the other hand, I believe, that if men turn 
away from and harden themselves against it, it will prove to them that 
which Isaiah said it was sent for. It is only mentioned once in the Old 
Testament (speaking with tongues); and notice what the Prophet Isaiah, 
in the xxviii th chapter, says it was sent for: “ whom shall he teach know¬ 
ledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine?” The high- 
minded? No. Men who are proud in their awn conceit? No. Men who 
have enough, and want no more, saying, Having the ordinances and in¬ 
stitutions of the Gospel, we have enough? No. Let the Prophet answer: 
u Them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts;" 
babes; those that feel they need much; those that are weak like a weaned 
child: “for precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line 
upon line, line upon line; here a little and there a little.” As you speak 
to a child, so should it be: and so it is in prophesying, it is precept upon 
precept, line upon line, discourse not regularly built up. That is the 
reason why the learned of the world, those that are not babes, despise it; 
because it is not knit up on argument or reasoning, not set forth in 
eloquent language, but in simple, pure, unadulterated milk; not cooked in 
the kitchen, but cooked in the body of the Parent, fresh from the body of 
Jesus, by the Spirit of Jesus, coming down direct from him, as milk of the 
children, which indeed the pastor may prepare and serve out to the church; 
and which, in dependence on my Master, I have endeavoured to prepare 
and serve out according to the taste of the people; that is, as they can 
bear it. “For with stammering lips:” ah, who can bear that? “and with 
men of other tongues will I speak to this people.” 

And he hath thus spoken in the midst of us. Paul quotes this of the gift 
of tongues given to the Gentile church; on the day of Pentecost it was sealed 
to the Gentile church. Oh, and he says. “ This is the rest wherewith ye may 
cause the weary to rest, and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.” 
Though it be rest and refreshing which is preached by it continually, yet 
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they would not hear: and wherefore? “that they may go and fall backward, 
and be broken, and snared, and taken.” There is another end of it, and it 
is for a rest to the weary, but for those who are not children, and think 
they are learned enough, and do not feel their lowly estate, to them it is 
given, “ that they may go and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, 
and taken : } and it will prove so, it will prove so to this generation. 

Now ye have heard the method I took to prove that it was the thing 
contained in the Scriptures that we had received: first, the walk and con¬ 
versation of the persons: second, by trying it from the words of Scripture, 
which says, that the sigu is the speaking with tongues, and the prophecy 
is for edification, exhortation, and comfort: third, by the consciousness of 
the Spirit within myself, bringing the conviction to my own heart: fourth, 
by submitting it to all the people. And 1 believe the effect of such probation 
is this, that the snares of Satan have been detected, and that that which, 
if left alone, and not taken into the church, Satan would have prevailed 
against, hath prevailed against Satan; for we ought to remember the pro¬ 
phets are not infallible; for they are directed to speak by two or three, 
that the rest may discern; and by bringing it befoie the church, the Spirit 
in the prophets has discerned when the false prophet spake, and when the 
flesh spake; ay, and the very members of the church also, endued with the 
Holy Ghost, have been able to discern it. I believe it will always be so. 
Jesus hath not given up his place to the prophet, any more than to the 
minister; and he hath let them know that prophecy is a fallible ordinance, 
as well as the ordinance of the ministry; and it is only by the congregation 
and the prophets, and the minister abiding in Jesus, in all obedience, in the 
light of Jesus as he is in the light, in the love of one another, and in 
the love of God; it is only thus that the minister can be preserved from 
erring, or the prophets, or the people: for the minister is not lord over 
the heritage, nor is the prophet the word of God to the heritage; but the 
Lord of the heritage is Jesus, and the word of God to the heritage is this 
book: neither are the people rulers over the minister, to say, You shall 
not do this, which the Lord requireth of him; nor the people rulers 
over the prophet, to say the prophet shall not utter what the Lord giveth 
him to utter; but these, like the members of the body, the head, the lips, 
the hands, the feet, are all bound together in mutual respect to one another, 
and by their mutual respect and service to one another, they are all 
preserved in health and comfort, provided the life be in them all, which is 
Jesus. 

Therefore, I say, this method of proceeding, God has shewn to be good; 
for he hath shown my judgment not to be enough, for the prophets, and 
even the congregation, on whom the Spirit of the Lord is, have detected 
what I could not detect. And it is not that any one office should be 
prevented from exercising their functions, ministry, or prophecy, or 
tongues, because they are not infallible; but that one and all, accord¬ 
ing to the orders of their great Captain in this book laid down, and in 
their various posts united together in brotherly love and amity, might ful¬ 
fil their kindly and dutiful offices one towards another. Thus the church 
of God is built up and flourishes. If the people rise up against the minis¬ 
ter, or the minister lord it over the people; or if either rises up against the 
prophets, and puts them dowu; then, the golden cord of love is 
broken, and the church must suffer. In every case, where love is preserved, 
it will be found that all are necessary, that all going on together will be 
preserved in unity, and make increase of the church. So much for the 
econd head. 

I make no apology for the length of time I have occupied; for eight 
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hours have been allowed to the accusers, and I am the party most deeply 
interested in the case, and I trust you will bear with me in patmn* e 
The third thing to which I referred is the manner of ordering it 
in the church: this I have in a great measure anticipated; but still as 
the point of the complaint standeth here, I think it good to attend 
to it carefully. It is complained by the trustees of the National 
•Scotch Church, in discharge of the duty imposed on them by the Trust 
Deed, and which is the foundation of their complaint; first, That I have 
allowed the worship of the church to be interrupted by persons speaking 
who are neither ordained ministers nor licentiates of the Church of Scot¬ 
land. Now, with respect to the ordering of it, which is here complained 
against as a violation of the Trust Deed, and a violation of the constitutions 
of the Church of Scotland, I can say with the Apostle Paul, when he wont 
to Rome to his countrymen, “That unto this day not ouly have I done no 
thing contrary to the word of God; but, men and brethren, 1 have dune 
nothing against the people or customs of our fathers.” 

I lay it down as a solemn principle, that, as a minister of Christ, I ain 
responsible to Him at every instant, in every act of my ministerial diame¬ 
ter and conduct, and owe to Him alone an undivided allegiance; and I say 
more, that every man is responsible to Jesus at every instant of his life, 
and for every act of his life, and not to another, in an undivided allegiance. 
He is the Head of every man, and upon this it is that the authority of i on- 
science restetlion this it is that toleration resteth; on this it is that all 
the privileges of man rest; that Jesus is the Head of every man ; and this 
is His inalienable prerogative. Nothing can cotne between it and a man 
and every man must die for his duty to Jesus, rather than bis duty to hD 
king; he must die loyally, not rebelliously; but still he must rather die 
than disobey Jesus; and I say more, every man must gainsay his minister 
if he believes him to be in error; must gainsay his prophet, yea. every 
creature on the earth, if in error; must do it reverently, not rebelliously; 
but still do it because Jesus is the Head of every man ; and every elder, 
and every minister and deacon of a church, must do the same. And if 
any person or court, or the pope of Rome, or any court in Christendom, 
come between a man, or a minister, and his Master, and say, Before obey¬ 
ing Jesus you must consult us, be they called by what name they please, 
they are antichrist. I say no Protestant Church hath ever done so. I 
deny the doctrine that was held forth yesterday, that it is needful for a 
minister to go to the General Assembly, before he does his duty: l deny 
the doctrine, that he can be required to go up to the General Assembly 
for authority to enable him to do that which he discerneth to be his 
duty. 

Moderator. Let these words be taken down. 

Mr. Irving. Ay, take them down, take them down: I repeat the 
words: I deny it to bt the doctrine of the Church of Scotland, that any min¬ 
ister is required logo up to the General Assembly for authority to do that 
which he discerneth to be his duty. Ye are pledged to serve Jesus in your 
ordination vows. Ye are the ministers of Jesus, and not ministers of any 
assembly : ye are ministers of the word of God, and not ministers of the 
standards of any church. I abhor the doctrine ; it is of antichrist; it is 
the essence of antichrist; it is Popery in all its horrors: it bath never been 
endured in this land; and I trust there is still sufficient reverence for the 
name of Jesus not to endure it And if any man seeth any thing to pro¬ 
pose to the church, in which they err or come short in duty to the church, 
and not in fear of the church (for there is no authority in the church abov** 
the authority of the minister), it is his duty to set this matter in order, r n<l 
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lay it before his brethren, saying, ‘ I have discovered we are in fault in this 
matter, and have set it in order, and do you likewise.' It is an easy way 
of appeasing a man's conscience to say, ‘ I must go to the General Assembly 
for authority to do this or that.' It is Satan's trap to keep all things as 
they are, to prevent all things from returning to what they have been, and 
to prevent them from coming forward to further perfection. But I lay 
it down as a doctrine, that if I, as a minister of the church, for instance, 
see evidence of the speedy coming of Christ to this world, to execute the 
judgments written in the Scriptures, and destroy Antichrist, and establish 
his kingdom, and reign with his saints upon the earth, I am not to be pre¬ 
vented preaching it because it is not in the standards. When were the 
standards made the measure of the liberty of preaching and of prophesying, 
which is the basis of all liberty? When was the liberty of preaching bound 
up within the limits of Twenty-six or Thirty-nine Articles ? Never since 
the world began: never was it so, and never shall it be endured. What! 
is it meant to be asserted, that the decision of a council sitting in West¬ 
minster, in troublous times, was for ever to bind up the tongue of the 
preacher to preach nothing but the things contained therein. I never sub¬ 
scribed these articles with that view; and if any other man hath so signed 
them, it is with a false view; and if with that view it is said I did subscribe 
them, I say it is not so. And if any one say I must so use them, I 
solemnly say I will not do so. 

As for the Trust Deed, was it ever heard that those who merely hold a 
trust over the walls of a building should step in and take from the min¬ 
ister the right and privilege he hath as a minister of Jesus, and the obedi¬ 
ence he oweth unto Jesus? But this Trust Deed distinctly provideth 
for the contrary ; namely, “That all matters relating to the public worship 
of God in the said church or chapel, and the administration of such religious 
rites and services as should be performed or observed therein, shall be left 
to the discretion of the minister for the time being, during such time as 
there shall be a minister.” 

Seeing then that the ordinances and services performed or observed in 
that chapel are left to the discretion of the minister for the time being, the 
complainants must instruct the Presbytery that I have set up an ordinance 
contrary to the constitution of the Church of Scotland: that the Church of 
Scotland has forbidden the ordinance of prophesying to be in the church 
by those who are moved by the Spirit of God; for the evidence which is 
on your table is evidence to the effect that they speak by the Spirit of God. 
Ye are judges of a fact: it is a complaint on a point of fact; and the fact 
instructed is this, that they speak by the Spirit of God. But it is the fact 
you must bring to the constitution of the Church of Scotland; not your 
opinion of the fact. I charge the presbytery, before Him who is the Judge 
of all, that they put aside their own opinion, whether these persons speak 
by the Spirit of God; for they have not beard or examined it; neither 
have they proved them by the test of Scripture. Ye are not, in such cir¬ 
cumstances, competent to question it; and for your souls, your precioug 
souls' sake, ye must take the fact as judges, and shew by the canons of the 
church that men are forbidden to speak in tongues and prophesy by the 
constitution of the Church of Scotland; and ye shall search long before ye 
shall find it I have not therefore suffered the public service, as charged 
against me, of the church to be interrupted by persons not being ministers 
or licentiates of the Church of Scotland; I have not. I have permitted 
it to be interrupted by the Holy Ghost, and that according to the canons of 
Scripture, where we read, that “if any thing be revealed to another that 
sitteth by, let the first keep silence.” 

i> 
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2dly, It is charged that I hare allowed the public worship of said 
National Scotch Church to be interrupted by persons speaking, who 
are neither members nor seat-holders. I have not: your ^evidence 
shews I have not suffered the worship of God to be interrupted 
by persons not members or seat-holders, but by the Person of the Holy 
Ghost speaking in the members of Jesus. And respecting the particular 
designation “ not being seat-holders,” they are members of the church of 
Christ, and I know them to be so: and I never yet heard of seat-holders 
in Scripture, or in the constitutions of the Church of Scotland; nor did I 
ever hear of holding a seat in the Church of Scotland giving any right or 
privilege by its constitutions, but quite the contrary. For in the generality 
of the churches, the seats, or at least the greater part of them, are not held 
by the persons who sit in them; the church being divided amongst the 
heritors and tenants. It is the custom for the servants and tenants to sit 
in their landlords’ seats indiscriminately: and I wish there was no such 
thing as seat-holding, and seat-renting, in churches: it is one of the most 
dishonourable things in the Protestant church, which has never been known 
in the Church of Rome, and is not at this day. Yea, more, it is contrary 
to the law of the realm of Scotland, that seats should be private property : 
and in the case of Haddington Church, it was ruled by the lord ordinary, 
that the lock of a pew should be taken off; and that, if not, any person 
might break it off, after the worship had begun. 

3dly, I am charged with allowing females to speak in the church. I 
have not allowed females to speak in the church; but, believing that it 
was the Holy Ghost speaking in them, I have permitted it: but I never 
allowed any one, male or female, to speak of theinselveB, as the evidence 
bears: but, on the other hand, when others spoke, I caused them to be 
silenced, and even sent for aid to the Police Office, when I found by milder 
means they would not be restrained. 

4thly, It is charged, that other individuals, members of the congre¬ 
gation, were suffered by me to interrupt the public service on Sabbath and 
other days. I have not done so, as the evidence on the table will shew; 
and that evidence adduced by the complainants themselves. 

fithly, It is charged, that I appointed set times for the suspension of the 
worship, in order to encourage and allow these interruptions. This needs 
a little explanation. When I saw it was my duty to take this ordinance 
into the church, I then considered with myself what was the way to do it 
with the greatest tenderness to my flock, so as to cause the least anxiety 
and disturbance: for complaints immediately came to me from several 
persons, that they were unable to taste the good and profit of the other 
services, for fear of these interruptions. My anxiety, therefore, was to deal 
faithfully by the Shepherd* and tenderly with the flock. I observed, there¬ 
fore, what was the manner of the Spirit in the morning meetings; and I 
found generally it was the manner of the Spirit, when I, the pastor, had 
exhorted the people, to add something to the exhortation, either to enforce 
it, if it were according to the mind of God, or to add to it, or graciously 
and gently to correct it, if it were incorrect. I also observed it was the 
way of the Spirit not to do this generally, but in honour of the pastor; 
and that the spirits in the prophets acknowledged the office of the angel of 
the church as standing for Jesus; and accordingly I said, wishing to deal 
tenderly with the flock, let it begin with this order, that, after 1 have 
opened the chapter, and after I have preached, I will pause a little, so that 
then the prophets may have an opportunity of prophesying, if the Spirit 
should come upon them : but I never said that the prophets should not 
prophesy at any other time. 
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I did this in tenderness to the people; and, feeling my way in a case 
where I had no guidance, I did it according to the best records of ecclesias¬ 
tical antiquity; and I was at great pains to consult the best records; and 
I found Mosheim, in his most learned dissertation on church history, de¬ 
clare to this effect, that in the first three ages of the church, it was the cus¬ 
tom, after the pastor had exhorted the people, for the congregation to rest, 
and the prophets prophesied by two or three ; so that I walked in the or¬ 
dinances of the church of Christ It is true, there are no directions to 
this effect in the standards of the Church of Scotland: but I never yet 
understood that the Book of Discipline, or the Confession of Faith in 1560, 
was intended to begin a new church; nor that it was intended to be said. 
We must get at the Scriptures only through these standards; and I know, 
and am very sure, that if the Reformers had expected any such doctrine 
to be broached by us their descendants, they would have suffered their 
bands, ay, and their heads too, to be cut off, rather than have compiled and 
put forth these articles. There are in fact no instructions at all in the 
canons of the church on the subject. But in the First Book of Discipline 
there is an endeavour made to reconstitute the order of prophets, as laid 
down in 1 Cor. xiv., and this with the materials they then had. 

1 state it for the information of the Presbytery, and also of the com- 
plainers, that so far was the Church of Scotland from preventing at the 
time any person from speaking in the church, but ordained ministers or 
licentiates, that there are express provisions laid down requiring every 
person who hath a gift, to come forward at the request of the minister, on 
pain of proceedings before a civil magistrate : nay more, men in whom is 
supposed to be any gift which might edify the church must be charged by 
the minister and elders to join themselves with the session, and “ company 
of interpreters, to the end that the kirk may judge whether they be able to 
serve to God’s glory, and to the profit of the kirk, in the vocation of minis¬ 
ters or not; and if they be found disobedient, and not willing to com¬ 
municate the gifts and special graces of God with their brethren, after suffi¬ 
cient admonition, discipline must proceed against them, provided the civil 
magistrate concur with the judgment and election of the kirk. For no man 
may bo permitted as best pleaseth him to live within the kirk of God; 
but every man must be constrained, by fraternal admonition and correction, 
to bestow his labours, when of the kirk he is required, to the edification of 
others.” Now this is in the First Book of Discipline drawn up by our Re¬ 
formers, and which received the assent of parliament in the reign of James 
YL and never has been abrogated to this day. The Westminster articles 
of confession were intended as a supplement to the others, but not to super¬ 
sede them ; and they were adopted chiefly for the sake of conformity with 
the Presbyterian Churches in England, and nothing whatever therein con¬ 
tained is to prejudice what is found in these standards. 

So far, then, from being the rule of the Established Church, it is expressly 
provided that any member, even with an ordinary gift of teaching, if 
charged by the minister to join with the session to come forward, must 
obey, in order to see whether he may labour in the vocation of the min¬ 
istry or not. The prophets, therefore, are one part of the ministry; and 
in permitting them to speak, I in fact did exactly obey this canon. I tried 
the gifts, and then planted them in the church; and, instead of acting con¬ 
trary to the standards in so doing, I say I acted in the spirit of them. For 
it is thus written in the ninth head of the First Book of Discipline, entitled 
“ For Prophesying, or Interpreting the Scriptures 

1 To the end that the kirk of God may have a trial of men’s knowledge, 
‘ judgments, graces, and utterances, as also such that have somewhat 
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4 profited in God’s word, may from time to time grow, in more fall perfec- 
4 tion to serve the kirk, as necessity shall require, it is most expediert 
4 that, in every town, where schools and repair of learned men are, there 
4 be one certain day in every week appointed to that exercise, which 
4 St. Paul calls prophesying; the order whereof is expressed by him in 
4 these words:— 44 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the rest judge; 
4 but if anything be revealed to him that sits by, let the former keep 
4 silence: ye may one by one prophesy, that all may learn, and all may 
4 receive consolation. And the spirit,” that is, the judgments “ of the 
4 prophets, are subject to the prophets.” By which words of the Apostle, 
4 it is evident that in the kirk of Corinth, when they did assemble for that 
* purpose, some place of Scripture was read, upon the which one first gave 
4 his judgment, to the instruction and consolation of the auditors: after 
4 whom did another either confirm what the former had said, or added 
4 what he had omitted, or did gently correct, or explain more properly, 
4 where the whole verity was not revealed to the former. And in case 
4 tilings were hid from the one, and from the other, liberty was given for a 
4 third to speak his judgment, to the edification of the kirk. Above 
4 which number of three (as appears) they passed not, for avoiding of con- 
4 fusion. This exercise is a thing most necessary for the kirk of God this 
4 day in Scotland. For thereby, as said is, shall the kirk have judgment 
4 and knowledge of the graces gifts, and utterances of every man within 
4 their body. The simple, and such as have somewhat profited, shall be 
4 encouraged daily to study, and to proceed in knowledge, so the kirk shall 
4 be edified. For this exercise must be patent to such as list to hear and 
4 loam; and every man shall have liberty to utter and declare his mind 
4 and knowledge, to the comfort and consolation of the kirk. But lest, of 
4 this profitable exercise, there arise debate and strife; curious, peregrine, 

4 and unprofitable questions are to be avoided. All interpretation dis- 
4 agreeing from the principles of our faith, repugning to charity, or that 
4 stands in plain contradiction with any other mauifest place of Scripture, 

4 is to be rejected. The inteq^roter in this exercise, may not take to him- 
4 self the liberty of a public preacher (yea, although he be a minister 
4 appointed); but he must bind himself to his text, that he enter not in 
4 digression; or, in explaining common places, he may use no invective in 
4 that exercise, unless it be of sobriety in confuting heresies: in exhorta- 
4 tions or admonitions lie must be short, that the time may be spent in 
4 opening the mind of the Holy Ghost in that place: following the sequel 
4 and dependence of the text, and observing such notes as may instruct 
4 and edify the auditory for avoiding of contention: neither may the inter- 
4 preter, nor any in the assembly, move any question in open audience, 
4 whereto himself is not able to give resolution, without reasoning with 
4 another; but every man ought to speak his own judgment to the edifica- 
4 tion of the kirk. 

4 If any be noted with curiosity of bringing in of strange doctrine, he 
4 must be admonished by the moderator, ministers and elders, immediately 
4 after the interpretation is ended. 

4 The whole ministers, a number of them that are of the assembly, ought 
4 to convene together; where examination should be had, how the persons 
4 that did interpret did handle and convey the matter, (they themselves 
4 being removed), to each must be given his censure. After the which, the 
4 person being called, the faults (if any notable be found) are noted, and 
4 the person gently admonished. 

4 In that assembly are all questions and doubts, if any arise, resolved 
‘ without contention; the ministers of the parish kirks in landwart 
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4 adjacent to every chief town, and the readers, if they have any gift of in- 
4 terpretation, within six miles, must concur and assist these that prophesy 
4 within the towns, to the end that they themselves may either learn, 
4 or others may learn by them. And moreover, men in whom is supposed 
4 to be any gift which might edify the church, if they were well employed, 
4 must be charged by the minister and elders, to join themselves with the 
4 session and company of interpreters, to the end that the kirk may judge 
4 whether they be able to serve to God’s glory, aud to the profit of the kirk 
4 in the vocation of ministers or not; and if any be found disobedient, and 
4 not willing to communicate the gifts and special graces of God with 
4 their brethren, after sufficient admonition, discipline must proceed against 
4 them, provided that the civil magistrate concur with the judgment and 
4 election of the kirk. For no man may be permitted as best pleaseth 
4 him to live within the kirk of God, but every man must be constrained by 
4 fraternal admonition and correction to bestow his labours, when of the 
4 kirk he is required, to the edification of others. What day in the week 
4 is most convenient for that exercise, what books of Scripture shall be most 
4 profitable to read, we refer to the judgment of every particular kirk ; we 
4 mean, to the wisdom of the minister and elders.* 

. If our church has ruled that in a matter of ordinary gifts there should 
be liberty given to sf eak, can any one believe that if the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, had been in the church they would not have ruled it for these extra¬ 
ordinary gifts also ? Is it possible to believe the Reformed Church would 
have justified the complainants in this motion, or justify the Presbytery in 
coming to the decision that I should be ejected from the National Scotch 
Church, because I admitted persons, after they had been fully proved to 
have the gifts of the Holy Ghost, to exorcise those gifts in the congregation? 
Can any one say that it is contrary to the ordinances of the reformed 
churches of Scotland so to do? But if there were ordinances to this effect, 
(which there are not,) I would disobey them; if there were ordinances of 
the king to this effect, I would disobey them. Yea, I would disobey all 
ordinances, whether of the ecclesiastical or civil power, which commanded 
me not to do a thing which I believed the Lord Jesus commanded me to 
do: and the man who doth not so act in this matter is guilty of treason 
against the King of heaven: and I would disobey any earthly king in this 
matter, but I would do it loyally, not rebelliously. I would say, “Whether 
it be right that I should obey man rather than God, judge ye:” and 
whether it be right in the sight of God to obey the great Head of the 
church, or his servants; the Head of the church speaking in his word, or 
his servants speaking through any confession or canon of their drawing 
up, judge ye. And if any man thinks I have set my hand to any thing 
contrary to that, I deny it. I tell that man I have not done it knowingly; 
and if unknowingly I have done it, I do here, before the church of God, 
confess I have done wrong; for it never was given to a man to sign away 
his liberty of serving Jesus. It cannot be required of a man; no power on 
earth can require it. And if by any act of my life I have given away my 
power of serving Jesus, I confess I have done wrong; and when it is brought 
to my conscience I will renounce it: because I solemnly deny that there is 
any power on earth which can take away a man’s power of serving Jesus, 
who bought him with his blood; who is King over all; who sitteth in the con¬ 
gregation of His saints as Head; and raiseth the beggar from the dunghill 
to set him among princes, and who casts down princes from their thrones. 

But I have not done it; the Church of Scotlaud hath not required it; 
and if the Church of Scotland had, in an evil hour, in her fallibility 
(which none is so ready to confess as she is, for in the preface to the first 


Digitized by L^ooQle 




22 


Confession of the Reformed Church of Scotland, words nearly to the fol¬ 
lowing effect are contained;. I cannot perhaps quote the precise words, but 
I will answer for the gUbstance: u li any mtfu do dibcover in these articles 
any thing which repudiates God’s word or right reason, we crave him of 
his honour, or of his kindness, to inform us; and we promise that we will 
then give him satisfaction out of the word of God and sound reason, or 
admit that we are wrong”);—if, therefore, the Church of Scotland in the 
exercise of that fallibility, which none were so ready to acknowledge as our 
Reformers, standing up as they did against the infallibility of the Church 
of Rome, bad framed any canon to prevent me as a minister of Christ from 
doing the thing which I have done in obedience to Christ, I would have 
felt it my duty to disobey that canon, and have borne the consequences. I 
would not have waited for months or years the result of a slow process be¬ 
fore the church courts for authority so to do; for where, in the meantime, 
were my conscience, where were my Lord, where were the spiritual edifica¬ 
tion of the flock, where were the ordinance of prophesying! But the 
church expecteth it of her ministers, that they should walk according to 
the ordinances of Christ, and fulfil their doty to him: and in doing so 1 
should have advised my brethren to do it, and would have taken counsel 
with them in the matter. Nay, I did take counsel with the brethren in 
the ministry in this matter, at least with two, than whom none stand 
higher in their respective churches. The Rev. D. D., minister of Irougray 
in Scotland, than whom no man in that church stood in higher reputation, 
till he had received the gift of the Holy Ghost; but of whom I must now 
say that he hath become a fool for Christ’s sake. I wrote to him on the 
subject, and also communed with another, who stood in the very highest 
place in the English Church, before the evangelical body; and I asked 
them what they thought of this matter, and the deliverances I received from 
them answered exactly to the previous judgment of my own mind. At the 
same time I wrote to a clergyman of the Church of England, than whom 
none stood higher in his church, but who is now also become a fool for 
Christ’s sake, and received his judgment to the same effect: so that in one 
week I bad three judgments concurring with my own opinion to the very 
letter: these I laid before the elders and deacons, in order to show them 
that I was not acting precipitately, but with the counsel of my brethren. 

And I do not say but that, if I had been a member of this presbytery, 
which at that time I was not, I would have felt it my duty to lay it before 
them. Ah, surely I would; I would never have hid any thing in my 
bosom which came from the Lord, and I knew it to be so: for while I 
was connected with this presbytery every thing that was brought to me I 
brought into the presbytery: but then I had been rejected by this presby¬ 
tery as a heretic; I had been publicly repudiated by them as a heretic, 
and branded with this stigma over the whole land, and I had none to 
consult with. I would have observed brotherly love, but I was under no 
authority to them, or to any church court; for the General Assembly, at 
their last meeting, clearly laid it down, that they could not exercise any 
rule beyond the kingdom of Scotland. It was ruled so by men on both 
sides the house: so that if I had been inclined to act the churchman, instead 
of the Christian minister; if 1 had been inclined to act the part of a 
minister of the Church of Scotland, and not the part of a minister of 
Christ; if I had been inclined to put myself forth as a trustee of the stan¬ 
dards of the Church of Scotland, apd not as a minister of the living Word, 
even then I could not have done the thing required of me,—namely, to 
apply to them to allow the speaking with tongues, and prophesying in the 
congregation,—but I would not, and so there is an end of that kind of 
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argument. I would not, because, when I felt the authority of my Lord in 
iuy conscience, it would have been an insult to Him to ask for more. 

There is no authority that can come between the angel of the church 
and Him the Head.* See ye, if it is ever written in the seven epistles of 
Christ to his church, in the Bevelations, or in the word of God any where, 
that a minister is required to go to the presbytery or synod before obeying 
the commands of Jesus. Bee ye if there be any instance in which it is 
not charged to the angel of the church, if any thing disorderly occurs in 
the church: and I say, after long and painful study of the constitution of 
the Church of Scotland, and after long love, and ardent, to her constitution 
and discipline, and much active service for her sake; and after much 
delightful communion with her members, I will say to my younger 
brethren in the ministry here present, that it is not sound doctrine which 
teacheth that the Presbytery, or the General Assembly, or any court, 
or any man, or bishop, or any pope, interveneth and interposeth their 
authority between a minister and the Lord Jesus Christ, who speaks to 
the minister directly; and the minister directly obeys Christ. The 
councils of the church are for settling differences that arise, but are not 
intended to take away the free standing of a minister of Christ in the 
church. I say, it is the only sound doctrine that the ministers of Christ, 
and pastors of His people, stand directly responsible to Christ; all pres¬ 
byteries, synods, councils, creeds, canons, and confessions, notwithstanding. 
These, doubtless, have their use and place, but this is not within the pre¬ 
sent question. 

Now I have brought this third head to a close; namely, concerning the 
ruling of it. I deny every charge brought against me seriatim; and say, it 
is not persons, but the Holy Ghost that speaketb in the church. I do not 
say what the judgment of this presbytery might be, if they could say that 
these persons do not speak by the Holy Ghost. But this they cannot do. 
This is what I rest my case upon. This is the root of the matter. This 
is what I press on the conscience of the presbytery; and it is laid before 
them, out of the mouths of all the witnesses. The evidence is entirely to 
this effect, not one witness has witnessed to the contrary. 

I do not think it necessary to go into the institution of the Church of 
Scotland, to shew my faithfulness to the church since I came into this city; 
how many of the ordinances I found fallen down, and my labours in build¬ 
ing them up again;—the office of deacon, the duty of elders in visiting the 
sick of the flock, public baptism in the church, the services before and 
after the holy communion, <ke.;—but I am not here to testify of myself; 
for if I did, my witness were not true. I am here to testify of another, 
even of the Lord Jesus Christ, whose name as Baptizer with the Holy 
Ghost, whose standing name of Godhead—for it is that winch distinguish- 
eth his name as God, implying that he hath a person of the Godhead to 
distribute—is denied by this complaint And though the complainers 
Bhut their ears upon it, yet it is the truth, it is the burden of it; and it is, 
let me say, the guilt of it, and a heinous guilt it is. I believe this stand¬ 
ing name of Godhead which Jesus hath, as Baptizer with the Holy Ghost, 
it is the purpose of this complaint to suppress in the church, to prevent 
from being exercised in the church. It is the purpose of this complaint to 
prevent the Lord Jesus from fulfilling His covenant of baptism to every 
member of the church; it is the purpose of this complaint to prevent the 
Lord Jesus from speaking with his own voice in the church; the intention 

* This it will be remembered was said before the Apostleship, the right hand of the 
Lord, by which He holdeth the stars—the Angels of the Churches—had been restored. 
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of this complaint is to prevent the Holy Ghost from speaking with his umi 
voice in the church. 

Moderator. Order! I will not allow this assertion. At* long as Mr 
Irving speaks to facts we will hear him; but when he imputes intenii*»n* to 
the complainers, I submit it is clearly disorderly. 

Mr. Irving. You do not understand what I mean. I mean, that it b 
the animus of this document. Is it not the very intention of the win k 
complaint! 1 appeal to the court. 

Moderator. You have made severe persoual charges, 'and I rule it is 
not competent so to go on. 

Mr. Irving, I ask the judgment of the court on this point, Whether it 
is not the very intention of this deed, and whether I was arguing as to the 
persons, or as to the deed of complaint: and I was saying it is the very spirit 
of the complaint to prevent the voice jf the Holy Ghost from being heard 
in the church, which is the temple of the Holy Ghost; it is the spirit of 
the complaint to put it down, because it has the sign of the Holy Ghost 
upon it, which is speaking with tongues. 

Mr. Mann here interrupted the Defender, and disavowed the intentions 
imputed to the trustees. 

Mr. Irving. I >peak to this paper (the copy of the complaint); and I 
am perfectly in order. I Lave a good right to judge of this paper, and 
man shall prevent me. Surely the presbytery, to whom 1 appeal, wiii 
allow me to speak to my indictment. 

Dr. (Jrombie. 1 must say, Moderator, that I conceive Mr. Irving per¬ 
fectly in order, although the words might have been qualified as to tie 
effect of the eoinplaiut. Mr. Irving has explained that he does not impute 
improper motives to the complainers: ho means not the spirit of the com¬ 
plainers, but the spirit of the complaint. 

Mr. Irving. The tendency and effect of the complaint then, that is 
quite regular. 

Moderator. That is what I suggested. 

Mr. living. Well, I say the tendency and effect of the complaint is. to 
resist and hinder the voice of the Holy Ghost speaking in the church ; an j 
let me enumerate the points in the complaint again, and glad am l to lm\. 
another opportunity of enumerating them. Well, then, the inevitable 
tendency of the complaint is, to destroy the name of Jesus as Baptizer ^ itk 
the Holy Ghost, and by a verdict of a court, and with a canon of a clurcii, 
(and it makes no matter what court it is; for the highest of human autho¬ 
rities is but as the lowest, when compared with the dignity of Jesus,) to 
take away from Him this name as Baptizer with the Holy Ghost ; and to 
say, that name, in its full property and grace, and blessedness, and effects, 
belongeth not to him. The tendency of the complaint is, to take away, 
from every child of God in the bosom of the National Scotch ChurdL, the 
hope and the desire of having the baptism of the Holy Ghost given to them 
for the edification of the church, accoiding to the covenant of baptism. 
The tendency of the complaint is, to take away the liberty from that church 
of having and exercising the gift of tongues and of prophecy; the grand 
ordinance which the Apostle expressly says is for edification, exhortation, 
and comfort. The tendency and effect of the complaint is, to take away 
the speaking with tongues and prophesying, which is for the edification of 
the church. The tendency of the complaint is, to take away the ordi¬ 
nance of the prophet from the Christian church; which ordinance Jesus hath 
appointed to be in the church always, and which would always have been 
in the church, bad men looked always to the ordinances of Jesus, instead of 
looking to human wisdom and traditions, and human systems and human 
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authority. The tendency of the complaint is, to take away from the Holy 
Ghost the liberty of speaking in the church, his own temple, the temple 
of truth ; and that because the thing spoken is accompanied with his own 
sign of speaking with tongues. It is the spirit and tendency of this com¬ 
plaint, to take from a minister of Christ the dignity and responsibility 
which pertaineth to him, as an officer of the church of Christ, to rule and 
order his church in spiritual things, and to be the responsible deputy^of 
Christ in all things pertaining to words and ordinances. It is the tendency 
and effect of this complaint, to take from a minister of the Church of 
Scotland the liberty and privilege which belong to him as a minister of 
Christ; which, though not given him by the Church of Scotland, yet are 
guaranteed to him both by the canons of the land and the canons of the 
church; which are given to hirn by Jesus, and are guaranteed to him by 
the powers, as well civil as ecclesiastical, so that no man shall let or hiuder 
him therein. It is the tendency and effect of this complaint, to put trus¬ 
tees, (who have nothing to do but with the care of the building, that it be 
not diverted from its proper ends, which in this case has not been done; 
and I defy them, and all men, to show that I have contravened any ordi¬ 
nances of the Church of Scotland or of the church of Christ), to exalt 
trustees over the minister, and to make him their bondman. And I warn 
you, ministers, that if you do sanction such an interference with a man 
acting in the spirit in which I have acted; if you do wink at these pro¬ 
ceedings, and not look them in the face, but give these men power to 
cast me and my flock, a flock of hundreds, and a congregation of thousands, 
out of that church which has been built, I will say very much on the 
credit of my name; if you aid them in casting me out into tbo 
wide streets, you will do a thing for which the Lord will chastise 
you, not in higher matters only, but in this kind also in which you 
offend, namely, in those who have the secular care of tho houses where 
you worship.* 

I have but one word to add as to the position in which I submit this 
matter to the Presbytery; because in this matter both parties have a right 
of judgment. With all reverence, therefore, and you must hear it with 
patience; for what I am going to say is not pleasing to flesh and blood, 
but I must exonerate my conscience; with all reverence, therefore, I say I 
do not submit this case to the presbytery, as a presbytery of the Church of 
Scotland having any jurisdiction over me; and ye will not ask it of me, 
because I have no right of appeal from this presbytery to the Church of 
Scotland. I do not, therefore, submit it to this presbytery, as a presbytery 
having any right of superintendence over me: for though I was ouce a 
member of your presbytery, I went out from you of my own free will; and 
when I had so gone forth from you, because I saw you not acting as I 
judged according to the commandments of the Lord, ye did judge me, in 
my absence, an heretic on great points of faith; and then, at the sessions 
of our church, the church did, by solemn act of the ruling elders, withdraw 
itself from the presbytery; and therefore we are in no respect under your 
jurisdiction. And although many questions have been put by you to the 
witnesses as to my doctrine,—and ye, I believe, would not have done so if 
you had not supposed erroneously that you had jurisdiction over me;—I, 
although 1 could have arrested it, yet, being desirous that the truth should 
be fully known, and knowing the examination would throw some cross 
light on the question in hand, I suffered it to go on; although I felt that 
in it the Presbytery did trespass very far on my rights as a party in this 


# This warning has been singularly and literally fulfilled by 

since then.- Mrs. O. 


the course of events 
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case, and, I will say also, did very much forget the calmness and disint - 
restedness of judges; for never did I hear, or any one else, in any court, 
witnesses so questioned and cross questioned—no, not even where evidence of 
the most suspicious kind is wont to be brought forward,—as they were here 
cross-questioned by the Presbytery; and that, too, even in the most solemn 
matters. And the witnesses being voluntary, and under no compulsion, 
were subjected to a most unusual process of vexatious scrutiny. 

Mr. MLtdu. Order! I say, Moderator, the questions were not put in 
an improper manner. They were questions quite in order, and for sifting 
the truth in respect to this matter; and although the manner may have 
been that of firmness and decision, there was no improper feeling. 

The Moderator rose to defend the Presbytery, and thought they had not 
departed from gravity in cross-examining the witnessea There was no paral¬ 
lel between them and civil judges; for the Presbytery were both proseco - 
tors and judges,* and therefore, in duty to the Church, they were hound to 
put all questions needful to elucidate the truth. 

Mr. Irving. It stands in evidence that the witnesses were examined as 
to my doctrine, and as to matters far away from the matter in hand: T can 
only say, I never authorized the Presbytery to inquire into my doctrine. 
Nay, I say more: I never could submit my doctrines to you as a court of 
Christ; for by refusing all reference to the Holy Scriptures, ye have put 
yourselves beyond this privilege. What would any one say of a civil court 
in Britain which would refuse an appeal to the laws of the realm ? Would 
not such a court, sitting in name of the king, who would so despise the 
laws, be guilty of rebellion against the king, ■whose office it is to administer 
the laws impartially to all his subjects? So say I, if a court calling itself 
the court of Christ, says it will not allow appeal to lie open to the Scrip¬ 
tures, which are the statutes of our King, as was ruled by this Presbytery 
in deliberate judgment yesterday, and that judgment protested against, then 
that court ceaseth to be a court of Christ; and I cannot retract or qualify 
my assertion, that by such proceeding, this Presbytery hath become only a 
court of Antichrist. 

Mr. M t Lean rose to order, and said it is quite competent to the Rev. 
Gentleman to protest against our decision on that point, but not to 
impugn the court; but to say that we are not a court of Christ, but a 
court of Antichrist, I will never, never submit to it. I hold my judg¬ 
ment on the matter to be as good as that of the Rev. E. Irving, and 
maintain that he is not competent to do anything but to enter a protest 
against us. 

Mr. Irving. I have said the word, and do not retract it, because it is the 
truth. I said it, I assure you, sir, in sorrow; I grieve over it, I lament 
over it in faithfulness. I am bound to say, the Presbytery have mo>t 
grievously erred in this matter; and until repentance be shown by them 
for this sin, the Lord is angry with them. I cannot therefore submit this 
matter to the Presbytery, as a Presbytery, but merely as referees. I dn 
not deny that the Presbytery when it meets, is, or at least ought to be, 
constituted in Christ, the Head of the Church, and ought to be conducted 
by entire regard to the teaching of the Holy Ghost. But this Presbytery 
have virtually denied this, and have cut themselves off from the fouutain 
of justice: they have east themselves from all judgment on the basis of 
Scripture, which is the only standard of faith and practice, as declared by 
the very standards of our church: and they cannot give righteous judgment 

* The Presbytery in this trial were not prosecutors—they were merely arbiters in 
the auction between the Trustees and Mr. Irvine; but they did not limit themselves 
to this. — Ed. 
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in this cause until they repent of that which was done yesterday, in cutting 
themselves off from all appeal to this Book, and expunge their decision on 
this point from the records; and not only not prevent, but gladly permit 
in all causes that come before them, reference to be made to the Holy 
Scriptures, yea, call on every one that comes before them to appeal to the 
Holy Scriptures. 

For how would I be a good magistrate of the king, if, when parties 
came before me with any case to be adjudged, and those parties were 
referring to the statutes of the land, I should say, You ought not to refer 
to the statutes of the king, but to some antique customs, or some of the 
new-come notions, some of the notions lately come up in this part of the 
country, which we have ruled among ourselves] At our Quarter Sessions, 
if a man should come up before a magistrate, and should be accused of any 
matter, and it should be found out aud showed that the statutes of the 
realm applied to the very point, but that they had been long neglected and 
were lying in desuetude, surely you would judge him by the statute so 
adduced. If that court were to say, No, we cannot permit any such 
appeal; would you say they were fulfilling their office justly ? So Isay 
you ought to encourage appeals to the Word of God, because it is the only 
rule of faith and of practice. It is the thing which is imposed on every 
baptized person, and as such it is obligatory on you. Is it not the custom 
with you, and with every other minister of our church, to impose it on 
every baptized person in these very words] Do you not oblige every person 
who comes to be baptized, to declare that these Scriptures are the only 
rule of faith and practice, whereof an excellent summary is contained in 
the Confession of Faith and in the Shorter and Larger Catechisms] Yes, 
these are the words which are imposed on every baptized person. I have 
imposed them on every person I have baptized, except occasionally I may 
have forgotten it; but it is the constant custom to impose them on every 
baptized person. The Scriptures are laid on every parent as the only rule 
of faith and practice. You are bound by this obligation, whether as fathers 
or as ministers: and yet now, when I come into your court, and submit to 
you a cause, a most solemn cause, a most momentous cause, a most pon¬ 
derous cause, the like of which hath not been agitated in Christendom for 
many centuries; a cause affecting the honour of the Holy Ghost and his 
work in the church, which is his temple; a cause touching the Holy of 
Holies, and not the skirts of the tabernacle: ye, when I come before you 
with this cause, refuse all proof of such work from the Scriptures, and say, 
We will not rule our practice by the Word of God. 

Mr. Irving , on being called to order, said, in explanation, I was only 
saying that in the practice of this court, there was never such a solemn 
subject before it. Is it not the naked fact, that you did prevent me from 
appealing to the Scriptures] Am I to be held in disorder for speaking the 
plain and naked truth] 

The Moderator denied the analogy drawn between civil courts and 
ecclesiastical courts, and disclaimed the inference drawu by Mr. Irving 
from their conduct, that they had interdicted him from appealing to the 
Scriptures. What are the laws of a kingdom, but the will of the king 
constructed by the nation] The standards of our church, in like manner, 
were held to be the will of the King of Zion, as declared by our church : 
and therefore we are in order when we insist that the Rev. Defender shall 
plead to the will of the King, as declared in the standards of our church. 
The Rev. Defender must show that he is acting according to his ordination 
vows in this matter. He has taken a larger range, however, and gone into 
irrelevant matters. We have borne with him by courtesy and in tender- 
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ness; but 1 will not compromise tbe dignity of this court, and permit him 
to use epithets which I think are abusive. 

Mr. I winy. I speak at this bar as a minister of tbe Lord Jesus Christ, 
as a minister of this word which the Lord hath given me to keep ai d to 
minister; and as a nmintainer of the paramount authority of His word, and 
I say again, that dishonour of the most flagrant nature hath been (.lone to 
the word of God in these proceedings, by preventing an appeal to it: and 
if I were not to lift up my voice against it, the very stones out of tbe wail, 
and the beams out of the timber would cry out. What! if I am not to 
appeal to the facts vHch have actually taken place in this court, whidi 
have been ruled in this court by the Presbytery iu this matter, I will sit 
down and speak no more. For I will not, I cannot, be prevented by the 
court. There is a right above every court, and there is one ITead over ev< rj 
court. It has been endeavoured to prevent me from alluding to the thii ^ 
which were ruled iu this court, to take away from me the only line 
defence which, as a minister of the word of God, I could have taken. Sir. 
I cannot but appeal from the course that has been adopted towards me 
since I was prohibited by a solemn decision of the court from appealing to 
the only authority on the subject, which is the word of God; for there is 
not a line nor a word in the standards of the church which directly 1:.Vs 
up the subject of die gifts of the Holy Ghost. There is not a word con¬ 
cerning speaking with tongues and prophesying in the standards of t.. 
Church of Scotland. There is not a word w ithin the whole compass of the 
church canons to carry au appeal to; and I say it is a mere hoodwinking 
of a man, after you have shut my mouth on this important part of my case, 
to say that my judgment was not taken away by your decision. Find me 
in the standards of the church any thing to appeal to—ye cannot. 

Mr. Mann here rose, with a call of Order! 

Mr. Jrvintj. If 1 am to be interrupted thus, I will sit down. I wish to 
act reverently towards my brethren, but I must be more reverent to the 
Lord Jesus Christ: God knows I am acting as a minister of His word. 
Well, I say I submit the matter to this Presbytery as to a number of men 
endowed with conscience—with the conscience and discernment of the 
truth—and who are beholden to exercise their conscientious discernment, 
for the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Head of this court, and the Head of 
every man, and who are beholden to judge all things according to the law 
of Jesus Christ, which is the law of this court—the law of every man: and 
I say that this Presbytery are called upon before the Lord Jesus, to see and 
ascertain whether that thing which I have declared to them upon the veracity 
of a minister, which is substantiated by the testimony on their table, given 
by witnesses yesterday, all of their own selection, and which I will pledge 
myself to authenticate farther by the testimony of not less than five hun 
dred persons, of unblemished life and of sound faith, that it is the work 
of the Holy Ghost, speaking with tongues and prophesying. And as all the 
witnesses have borne one uniform testimony to it as the work of the Holy 
Ghost, the Presbytery caunot, they may not, before God, before the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and before all these witnesses, shut their eyes wilfully against 
such testimony in this matter; or, if they do, they will have to stand at a 
bar where they cannot evade the force of conscience and the deep responsi¬ 
bility they now take on themselves, where there is no shutting of eyes, but 
where every thing shall be disclosed. 

It is instructed before you, (surely the Presbytery will not shut its eyes 
to the evidence on the table), that it is by the Holy Ghost that these per¬ 
sons speak. There is no civil court whatever that would refuse to receive 
the evidence lying on your table, and you may not, as members of a Chris- 
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tian church, you may uot as ministers and elders, you may not as honest 
men, turn aside from the matter of fact that has been certified to you, and 
say, We will leave that matter in the background, we will not consider it 
at all; we will go simply by the canons of the Church of Scotland, and see 
what they say on the subject. They say nothing on it, seeing they 
could say nothing, seeing there was then no such thing in being. There is 
nothing of the kind mentioned in the Confession of Faith; and I ask you 
with what conscience you can turn from the plain evidence that it is the 
Holy Ghost speaking in the church, and rest yourselves on nothing but 
points of formality. I say, go to nothing to make up your judgment, for 
even from the Holy Scriptures ye may not do it: you may not do it, you 
cannot do it, if you fear the living God; you cannot do it, if you respect 
men; you cannot do it, if you respect your children; you cannot do it, if 
you respect truth and justice; you cannot do it, if you respect the Head of 
the church, if you acknowledge the authority of the Lord Jesus; you can¬ 
not do it, if you have any reverence for the Holy Ghost. 

And if you resolve so to do, which may the Lord forbid, I shall appear 
at the bar of the great Judge as a witness against you, that I did here this 
day for four or five hours contend, no irrelevant matter, but contend the 
very matter in question, that we have received the gift of the Holy Ghost; 
that we have ordered it according to the word of God; and that it ought 
not to be cast out of the church. I shall appear at that bar where all 
secrets shall be revealed, and evidence that you have shut your eyes against 
this thing, notwithstanding all the evidence that could be adduced; yea, 
though I have offered to substantiate it by five hundred persons of un¬ 
blemished reputation, who would willingly come forward and testify to this 
work being of the Holy Ghost, before this court, on any diet you may 
appoint. Ah, if ye will turn aside from that, and say, No, there are no 
customs or authority iu the canons of the church for it, and we will not 
consider whether the thing is in Scripture or not; if ye will not consider it 
in the only true light, the light of Scripture, I tell you ye shall be withered 
in your churches; I tell you, ye will be visited with heavy retribution; I 
tell you, the waters in your cisterns shall be dried up; I tell you, ye shall 
have no pastures in which to feed your flocks; I tell you, your flocks shall 
pine away for hunger, and shall die. 

Moreover, I stand here rejoicing, not on your account truly; but oh, I 
rejoice that I am accounted worthy to suffer shame aud reproach for this 
testimony. If )e will, as members of a Christian court, give your decision 
against me, while I deplore it on your account, aud that of the complainants, 

I rejoice: yea, I rejoice exceedingly, for my own sake, and for the sake of 
my flock: yea, I will call on them to rejoice, and to be exceeding glad, that 
I am counted worthy to suffer for the Lord’s sake. And I will say of this 
presbytery that it took away my judgment; that it thrust away my judg¬ 
ment; that it would not examine into the merits of the case; that it set 
aside the testimony of honest men; of an elder, and a deacon, and a pro¬ 
phet, and a minister of Christ: and judging against all the evidence, ye 
have thrust aside their testimony, and have merely said, Is there any 
authority for this in the Church of Scotland! Oh, it is a small matter to 
be cast out of a house; it is a small matter this, seeing we have “ a house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens;” and are here but as pilgrims 
and sojourners on the earth, as all our fathers were. The Lord we do not 
doubt will provide us another; and if not, we are no worse off than He, 
who was accustomed to preach the glad tidings of the kingdom by the sea 
of Galilee; who taught His flock in the fields and desert places of Judea, 
and on the Mount of Olives. We can take ourselves to the fields and open 
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places arouud this greiit city, and there I can feed my flock: we cannot 
worse off than He who, to seek retirement, went up into a desert mountain 
to pray, and who had not where to lay his head: and when they all went 
to their several homes, He went to the Mount of Olives during the night, 
to sleep there. We are not worse off than He. Oh, it is a small matter 
to be turned out of our church. He will soon recompense us with “a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” 

The day is near at hand when the heaven shall be opened, and He, the 
Son of Man, shall appear in the clouds, with power and great glory, and 
when his saints shall be taken to him, to dwell before his throne. It is 
near at hand, we know: that day is near at hand, and we know this voice 
of the Holy Ghost lias been sent to his church to be the witness to prepare 
all men for his speedy coming, by a voice that could not be doubted; which 
the Lord has been graciously pleased to send amongst us, in answer to our 
prayer. When ye had set aside the voice of testimony, which I have lifted 
up for the last five or six years, to the coming of Jesus, and counted it as a 
fable, then the Lord, in order that ye might not perish, sent his own voice, 
as in the old time, to prepare you for his coming; and poured out his Spirit 
to lead you to Jesus, in order that ye might receive the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost; to call on you to receive the baptism of the Holy Ghost, 
through which alone you can be saved, in that day when the Lord’s judg¬ 
ments shall be revealed from heaven in flaming fire; when there shall bl* 
6igns in the sun and in the moon, and in the earth, distress and perplexity 
of nations, as is now began. And when Antichrist, that man of sin, shall 
be revealed, and shall be destroyed with judgments: and when only those 
shall be preserved from the persecutions of Antichrist who have an anoint¬ 
ing from the Holy One. When we know these things, it is a small matter 
to be cast out of the church, because we know that house, that throne of 
glory, that temple in which God dwells, shall be prepared, shall soon be 
prepared for us; when we know that in our time, yea, even in our time, he 
will come with all his saints to execute vengeance upon all them who fear 
not God, and obey not tbe Gospel of Christ. 

But it is a most momentous thing for you, who have thus been betrayed 
into the snare of Satan, to bring up a complaint against the Holy Ghost; 
and from which awful responsibility I pray God your souls may be de¬ 
livered. A blessed thing will it be for you, if ye give heed and turn : but 
if ye will not turn, and yet, not having examined the thing for yourselves, 
ye will give judgment against it, it will be a burdensome thing to you. It 
will be a burdensome thing to this Presbytery, if it shall give judgment 
against that which hath been instructed before them to be the work of the 
Holy Ghost, and which none of them can say, on their own conscience or 
discernment, not to be the Holy Ghost, since they have not come to witness 
it, they have not attempted to prove it. Ah, it will be a burdensome thing, 
not to this Presbytery alone, but to this city also, if ye shut the only church 
in'ifc, yea the only church in this kingdom, in which the voice of the Holy 
Ghost is heard. Think ye, O men, if it should be the Holy Ghost, what 
ye are doing. Consider the possibility of it, and be not rash; consider the 
possibility of the evidence being true, of our averments being right, and see 
what ye are doing. Ah, 1 tell you it will be an onerous day for this city, 
and this kingdom, in the which ye do, with a stout heart and a high hand, 
and without examination or consideration, upon any ground, upon any 
authority, even though you had the commandment of the king himself, shut 
up that house, in which the voice of the Holy Ghost is beard, that house iu 
which alone it is heard. Pause, pause, pause and reflect. Ye are going to 
set yourselves to the most terrible work to which a Presbytery ever set its 
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hand. I must say in honesty, I do not see everywhere that spirit pre¬ 
vailing, (it may prevail in some of you, I judge no man,) but I do not sec 
that spirit prevailing of looking at the act ye are about to do, in that solemn 
magnitude in which it truly standeth before the Judge of all. I beseech 
you to pause: pause for the sake of the complainers, if not for your own 
sakes; pause for the sake of this city; pause for the sake of this land. 

Be wise men; come and hear for yourselves, when you will have an 
opportunity of judging. Come and hear for yourselves. The church is 
open every morning; the Lord is gracious almost every morning to speak 
to us by his Spirit. The church is open many times in the week, and the 
Lord is gracious to us, and speaks through his servants very often. Ha, 
be not hard-hearted; be not proud of mind. Remember ye are but men. 
Remember this work of the Spirit, this speaking with tongues, is indeed 
for rest and refreshing to the weary; but it is also for the stumbling, and 
snaring, and taking of the proud and high-minded. Remember that it is 
to teach wisdom to those only who are weaned from the breast, and have 
the spirit of little children. If ye be like those who are weaned from the 
breasts, and have in you the spirit of little children, ye will beware, and 
learn; but if ye have the spirit of strong men, and think your own wisdom 
sufficient, believing that in the church there is enough, or in the traditions 
of the church, there is enough, ye will plunge headlong into the wrath of 
God. 

I have no doubt in saying it, and I would be an unfaithful man, plead¬ 
ing not my cause, but the cause of God, the cause of Christ, the cause of 
the Holy Ghost in this Presbytery, (for it is not the cause of a man; no, 
man has no charge against me; I stand unimpeached, unblemished before 
them.) did I not say it. It is only this interruption, this new thing (for it 
is not an interruption) that bath occurred, which is instructed by the evi¬ 
dence to be the voice of the Holy Ghost, this speaking with tongues and 
prophesying, which I have declared to be the same, which hath given 
offence. And I sit down, solemnly declaring before you all, before God 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, on the faith of a minister of Christ, that I be¬ 
lieve it to be the work of the Holy Ghost, for the edifying of the church, 
for the warning of the world, and for preventing men from running head¬ 
long into the arms of Antichrist, and for pointing out that condition of 
Babylonish confusion into which the churches are come; for'we all lament 
with one accord, and must acknowledge, that we have sorely departed from 
what we were originally as a church; and how could the Lord shew what 
the church should be, but by restoring those gifts which she had at the 
beginning. What can reconstitute the church of God, but that which con¬ 
stituted it at the first? What can deliver the captive from the bondage of 
the flesh, but that God who called Abraham from his native land? That 
God is now come in the person of the Holy Ghost, to deliver his church 
from the bondage of Egypt, from the bondage of the flesh in which she is. 

One word more, and I conclude. I do solemnly declare, (it is the 
faith of a Christian, and I mean no offence,) but I do solemnly declare 
my belief, that the Protestant churches are in the state of Babylon as 
truly as is the Roman church. And I do separate myself, and my flock 
standing in me, from that Babylonish confederacy, and stand in the Holy 
Ghost, and under the great Head of the church, waiting for His appear¬ 
ing, who shall come out of Zion, a Deliverer, constituting no schism; but, 
as a minister believing his Lord is soon to appear, desiring and praying 
that his church may, by the baptism with the Holy Ghost and with fire, 
be made meet for His appearing. And with this hope and prospect, I 
still have great love for each of you, and desire you to know the same, and 
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entreat you to come out from the Babylonish mixture, to come out of all 
carnal ordinances, from all human authority repressing you, and putting 
you in bondage to man’s devices, and preventing you from entering the 
promised land of the Spirit. I entreat you to set up the Holy Scriptures, 
as the only basis of faith and practice, to look as ministers, and to look as 
people to them alone: and I know this, that if you throw the Bible aside, 
you will not look to much else that is good. You may talk about stand¬ 
ards as you please; but I know there will be little reading of standards or 
other good books, if there be not much reading of the Scriptures. There¬ 
fore I entreat you to put the standards on their own basis, and every 
moment to walk before the Lord in his commandments. Cry to the Lord, 
and repent of worldliness. Turn to the Lord, and call on him to lead you 
into the true faith, and to baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and the Lori 
will soon teach you and bless you. What I say to the Presbytery, I say 
also to you all. And I would further urge you, in doing so, not to fear, 
but that, in the day of his appearing, the Lord will spread his mantle over 
you, and hide you in the secret of his pavilion, and give yon for ever 
reverently to inquire for, and to know Him in his holy place. Amen and 
Amen. 

After Mr. Irving had concluded his defence, Mr. M'Lean, one of the 
Presbytery, applied for more evidence; which was objected to by Mr. 
Card ale, on behalf of Mr. Irving: and Mr. M‘Lean having waived his riir 5 t 
to call for further evidence, the Moderator called on the complaint rs for 
their reply, upon which Mr. Mann rose and said, “ He did not consider 
it a duty to reply to the unseemly and untimely denunciations with which 
he was bold to say the Reverend Defender had attempted to stem the 
torrent of justice. In the judgment of charity he could find no other 
reason for those awful denunciations, but that they were intended to deter 
the Trustees, and the Presbytery, from doing their duty on that occasion. 
The subject matter before the Presbytery was not the question of the doc 
trine; it was a question o£ discipline. That being the case, would 
he not be right in referring to the discipline of the Church of Scot¬ 
land as set out in her own standards? Because he did not go to the 
Word of God to find out what was not in the Word of God, was he to be 
told that he refused to appeal to the Word of God? Certainly not. It was 
a question of discipline, that the trustees, in the discharge of their 
duty, bad thought themselves bound to bring before the Presbytery. 
He appealed to the evidence on the table, and to the mode in which the 
evidence had been brought before the Presbytery, whether the trustees for 
a moment merged on the matter of doctrine till they were compelled by 
the witnesses’ refusing to answer the questions, on the point of doctrine, in 
the way in which they thought they ought to be put. He disclaimed the 
idea that they denied that Christ was King in his church. Was he to 
take the assumption of the Reverend Gentleman, and the assumption of 
these individuals, that the voice he had heard was the voice of the Holy 
Ghost? Was he to give up his right as a Christian of private judgment, 
and submit to the doctrine of Popery] For he took it to be rank Po]ktv 
that he should not be at liberty to judge. One of the witnesses had said, 
that once when he thought ne was speaking in the power of the Holy 
Ghost, he was speaking by a spirit of error. If, then, he who was the sub¬ 
ject of inspiration knew not in what spirit lie was speaking, was he (Mr. 
Mann) to be called on to take his ipse dixit that it is the power of the 
Holy Ghost in which he speaks?” Mr. Mann then denied the truth of the 
charge that the trustees liad absented themselves from the church, without 
investigation or inquiry into the doctrine, and read a letter from Mr. Irving 
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to him, expressing tbe writer's thanks for the investigation given to the 
subject He then read a long letter of his own to Mr. Irving, on the point 
of doctrine. He denied that he had sought to restrict the Reverend 
Gentleman in his preaching; but admitted that he and his fellow-trustees 
had endeavoured to prevent unauthorized persons from interrupting the 
service. He called the attention of the Reverend Defender to the Confes¬ 
sion of Faith which he had signed; and called on him as an honest man 
to separate in fact from that church from which (as Mr. Mann alleged) he 
had separated in spirit. The evidence of Mr. Mackenzie, he said, proved the 
allegation that Mr. Irving had permitted persons to interrupt the worship 
in the church; and he recapitulated that part of the evidence which related 
to tbe speaking on Sundays, by Mr. Baxter and Miss Hall, and respecting 
the excitement thereby created. He then contended, that under certain 
clauses and provisions of the trust deed, which he read, the trustees had no 
choice, but were compelled to act; and concluded by claiming pardon for 
any unintentional disrespect to the court, or any pain he might have caused 
to the feelings of one on whom he prayed daily that the blessing of the 
Almighty might rest, and hoped they would all meet in heaven, where 
there should be no dissensions, but where love, and joy, aud peace, should 
fill every heart. The court was then adjourned until the Wednesday 
following. 

On Wednesday, May 2nd, the Presbytery met; and after the court 
had been opened in the usual form, the Reverend Moderator rose, and 
said, that “ as there was no appeal from the decision of the court, the 
Presbytery had come to the determination that they would permit Mr. 
Irving to make any observations he might think fit to make in reply to 
Mr. Mann's remarks, provided he would keep himself entirely to the 
matter to which Mr. Mann had adverted.” 

Mr. Irving then rose, and, after a short pause, which he devoted to 
prayer, said,—In order that I may aid my memory and walk strictly by 
the rule which the court has laid down, I hold in my hand the report of 
the speech made on Friday on behalf of the Trustees (of which I did not 
take notes), as it is reported in the Record newspaper; and I will endeav¬ 
our, by the help of my memory, and of this report, however imperfect, to 
keep within the proper limits: and if in any thing I may travel out of 
them, I desire to be called by you or the opposite party to order. Never¬ 
theless you will allow me the privilege of replying in such a manner as 
that I may set forth a full and fair Answer, according to the convictions of 
my own mind, to the things which were alleged in the speech of the 
gentleman who appeared on the other side. 

The first thing of importance which he stated was, that “ he did not 
consider himself called upon to make any reply to the unseemly and 
untimely denunciations with which I attempted to stem the course of 
justice.” To this I reply, I did not attempt to stem the course of justice 
by any thing which I spoke, but I sought to open the channels for the 
stream of justice to flow freely; and because I believe that the present 
question before the Presbytery amounteth to this, Whether the outbreak- 
ings of the latter-day glory shall be quenched, or permitted to proceed in 
the Churches of Scotland and of England, I was at pains to lay before you 
the awful consequences involved in this issue; being truly desirous to save 
my brethren and my country from the wrath of God, which will come 
upon ail who stand in the way of his gracious purposes. 

For I do certainly foresee that if you, as a presbytery having power 
given to you in this matter, should decide on any ground earthly, that this, 
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which is by the evidence on your table sworn, and which l solemrly 
declare to be the voice of God speaking again in his church, shall now 
hindered and put to silence, the end of it shall be great and heavy judg¬ 
ments of the Lord on all those who bear a band in opposing His wo: , 
yea, and upon the church itself, if the church shall Lake part in these pro¬ 
ceedings, if she do not enter her solemn protest against them, and deliver 
her soul from them altogether. It was not surely to stem the course of 
justice, but to lay open before your eyes what I believe to be involved m 
your decision, that I did net hesitate to put these things forth, not in the 
way of denunciation, (for who am I that I should judge or denounce z.r.y 
man ?) but as the convictions of my faith : <k I believed, and therefore L ive 
I spoken,” as the Holy Ghost saith, in reference to the Lord, (Psalm cxvj 
which the Apostle also taketh to himself (2 Cor. iv. 13). I therefore 
beseech the Presbytery not to be carried away by this misrepresentation, I 
do not say wilful or designed, but still grievous, truly grievous misrepre ¬ 
sentation, as if I had taken upon mo God’s seat of judgment, and spoken 
from that seat, in order to stem the course of justice on the earth. I 
hope the word was spoken unadvisedly, and not with evil design; yet if it 
had weight with any of the judges, let them be careful to put it away. 
The fearful things which I spake were not intended to stem the course of 
justice, but to let the judges know what depended on the issue of the ques 
tion before them. 

And most solemnly do I again, before this court, declare my faith to be, 
that like as the Man of Sorrows, because of His humiliation and descition 
of all the people, was rejected and crucified by the Jews, whereby they 
brought down upon their nation all those consuming judgments u:id- r 
which they still lie oppressed, and from which they shall not be recovered, 
till they look on Him whom they pierced, and mourn over their sin: 
so is this presbytery now brought into the peril of rejecting the small and 
slender beginnings of the Holy Ghost’s work, because of the humble form 
in which it had appeared, as a few droppings before the abundant latter 
rain; into which snare if you fall, then, while I believe that the Lord's 
work will not be hindered by you or by all men, I further believe that, 
because you will not further it, but fight against it, you will bring down 
upon your heads, not the judgment of the Jewish Church, which can be 
forgiven because they sinned against the Son of Man, but the judgment of 
the Gentile Church, which cannot be forgiven, neither in this world nor in 
that which is to come, because it is done against the Holy Ghost, the 
Spirit of the Father, which is now revealed in its first fruits, and standeth 
before you the ministers of Jesus, to be discerned and encouraged, not to 
be overlooked and quenched, so far as your influence extends. 

The next thing spoken in reply was, That the subject matter before tJ : 
Presbytery was not of doctrine, but of discipline. But, brethren, I aver, 
and you should know well, that discipline without doctrine is nothing but 
legal constraint and absolute tyranny,—a thing unknown in the Christian 
church. Discipline is not a thing which can be considered apart, being iu 
truth nothing else than the labour of the vine-dresser, when the vine is 
putting forth exuberant leaves and branches, which hinder the fruit from 
being perfected; a labour surely which presupposeth life in the vine, 
which life cometh in the church from sound and fruitful doctrine. Dis¬ 
cipline apart from doctrine hath no grace nor love to rest upon, and 
tumeth to severity. For herein a court of the church diflfereth from a 
court of law, in that it ruleth every thing not according to the letter of 
the statute, but according to the spirit of charity: and if she findeth her 
children in error in any matter, the church treateth with the conscience. 
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not to destroy but to save, to pluck out the root of bitterness, aud set the 
heart right with God, with our neighbour, with the church; to indoc¬ 
trinate him in the mind of Jesus, to deal lovingly and gently with him for 
w r hom Christ died; to open upon him the floodgates of the Gospel, and 
hold forth to his view the holiness, the love, aud the salvation against which 
sin doth blind the eye and harden the heart. So that, supposing we were 
even to grant the allegation that it were a mere question of discipline, this 
presbytery cannot treat it rightly unless it inquire into the doctrine which 
the discipline doth order and regulate; and if we be found of you to have 
erred in any thing, teach us the true doctrine, and we will promise to walk 
therein according to the wholesome discipline of love. 

But I deny the averment, that it is a question of discipline, aud not of 
doctrine; for if these be the manifestations of the Holy Ghost, what court 
under heaven would dare to interpose and say they shall not be suffered 
to proceed? Tell me if that body does exist on the face of the earth 
which would dare to rule it so, if they believe the work to be of the Holy 
Ghost. Surely not in the Christian church doth such a body exist. 
Therefore the decision must entirely depend on this,—whether it be of the 
Holy Ghost, or whether it be not of the Holy Ghost. For if it be, 
who dare gainsay it? Will any one say, if it be of the Holy Ghost, 
that any rule of discipline or statute of the church, supposing the 
statutes were sevenfold strong, instead of being none at all,—for oil 
this subject the canons of the Church of Scotland are entirely silent, 
—will any one dare to say, that if it be the voice of the Holy Ghost, 
all laws and statutes in which, during the days of her ignorance, the 
church might have sought to defend herself against the entering in of 
the Spirit of God, should be allowed to keep Him out? And is it 
possible that this presbytery should shuffle off the burden of the issue, 
and act upon the assertion made, that it is not the matter of doctrine 
which is to be entered into : the more when the evidence upon the 
table is unanimous to this point, that it is the voice of the Holy Ghost? 
And with such evidence upon your table, and none other, will they say 
that you should not go into the question, but decide on the matter 
according to an arbitrary rule, when, in point of fact, there is no such rule 
in existence? Verily, if the Presbytery should do so, it would make void 
all the laws of evidence, and convert witness-bearing into an idle formality, 
if it presume to judge away from the evidence before it. But I hope 
better things of this body of ministers and elders than that they will fall 
into the trap laid for them, of hiding the matter of fact in evidence before 
them from their eyes, of shunning tbe question of doctrine, and converting 
this weightest of all questions into a mere matter of form. I know that 
you consider yourselves constituted under the Holy Ghost; and when you 
pray to be directed under Christ by the Holy Ghost, you are not putting 
up prayers in hypocrisy, but in sincerity: and being so, when it is on the 
table in evidence, brought by the accusing party, that it is the work of the 
Holy Ghost, this presbytery, constituted under the Holy Ghost, will surely 
never set such evidence to a side, and refuse to expiscate the truth of the 
matter, either to justify before the world the Holy Ghost’s work, or else to 
expose the fallacious pretence thereto; and so protect the dignity anti the 
sanctity of that name in which you believe that you sit constituted. 

To return to the course holden by the other party: Taking it up as a 
question of discipline, the gentleman who was the mouth of the Trustees 
set forth to you, that “ the subject matter before the Presbytery was not the 
question of the doctrine, it was a question of discipline: that being the case, 
would he not be right in referring to the discipline of the Church of Scot- 
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land, as set out in her own standards? Because he did not go to the 
word of God to find out what was not in the word of God, was he to be 
told that he refused to appeal to that word of God Certainly not ” In 
reply to this, I say, that any man who will go into the standards of the 
church, as if they stood upon a basis of their own, and had an authority in 
themselves, he doth thrust the word of God to the ground, and trample it 
under his feet. Standards, in their own place, I respect, as a testimony 
against error lifted up by one generation, not to prevent another generation 
from standing up in the same liberty of testifying for what our fathers 
testified, to add to, or take away from, their testimony according as the 
Spirit in the church may make the truth more manifest, or array it in 
better forms against the enemy. I maintain, that if any man will go into 
the standards of any church, be they the canons of the Council of Trent, 
the Articles of Pope Pius the Fourth, the Articles of the Church of Eng¬ 
land, and her canons of different reigns; or be they the Articles of the 
Church of Scotland, her Books of Discipline, or the conclusions of the 
Westminster Assembly; be they what they please, and presume to put 
these forth as having the weight of a feather in themselves, until they be 
confirmed by the Holy Scriptures, he doth in so doing plant his hand upon 
the throne of God; and as Amalek was smitten by Jehovah for that sin, so 
God will have war with him for ever. For what is the throne of God 1 
Is it not his word, his indefeasible, immutable word, bis ever-to-be-revered 
word; every jot and tittle of which is most holy, most awfully holy, and 
heaven and earth shall pass away, but it shall not pass away. 

But let us come to the fact, and wrestle with them on their own ground. 
And the fact is this, That there is not one word in the standards against 
the thing which I have done: I know very well where the miuds of those 
who think differently take refuge; in the clause pointed out in the forms 
of church government, approved by the synod of divines in Westminster, 
where it is said that the office of Apostles, <kc., hath ceased. But I appeal 
from that to the Second Book of Discipline, which is of higher authority 
in the church, and where it is said that they may bo revived if the Lord 
see it good. Now we say positively, it hath been revived; and in proof of 
our asseveration, I appeal to the evidence, the whole evidence upon your 
table; which, if you refuse to admit, you not only set the oaths of honest 
men at nought, but refuse to reverence that proviso and reverend supposi¬ 
tion of your fathers, that the extraordinary gifts which were ceased might 
be revived again. Now, saving these two places, I declare before you all, 
that, up to this moment, I am unconscious of a word concerning the gifts 
of the Spirit, and the revival of the offices of Apostles and Prophets being 
spoken of in any of the articles of the church. I do not say that it is not 
so, but I am unconscious of its being so: I have never beeu curious to 
examine; but having engaged myself in republishing the ancient books of 
the church, I know for certain that in the Confession of Faith, and in the 
Book of Discipline of the Church of Scotland, there is not a word spoken 
further on the subject. 

But, even supposing that there were a breach of discipline, I ask you to 
bear on your hearts of what degree and kind the breach of discipline ought 
to be, which would depose a man from being a minister of the Church uf 
Scotland? The question is not, whether I have in any thing infringed ou 
the letter of the standards, but whether I have been guilty of a crime suffi¬ 
cient to depose me from my church. Am I charged with heresy, neglect 
of public worship, leaving the flock for five or six Sundays without doe 
notice to the Presbytery, notorious swearing, theft, adultery, fornication; 
are these the things which the Trustees have come hither to complain of? 
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for verily to guard against such opprobrious scandals was the meaning of 
the clause, under the protection of which they drag me up hither. In the 
name of common sense, can you think that the trustees were constituted 
for the end of keeping a look-out on the discipline of the Church of Scot¬ 
land, or its doctrine either? To come into every ordinance of the church, 
and office of the minister, and see whether they can rake up any thing in 
our doings whereon they can fasten a complaint before the Presbytery? 
Surely this was never meant, but that they should take cognizance of such 
things as would depose a man in the Church of Scotland? Have I done 
any thing worthy of deposition? Who is the man that can stand up before 
the Presbytery and challenge me in any point in doctrine, in my walk and 
conversation, in my ministerial faithfulness, in any thing which would 
involve the question of deposition? 

Oh if justice is not departed from the breasts of men, if the sacred duty 
of protecting a brother against oppression is not departed from the breasts 
of clergymen, if reverence for a pastor and minister who hath laboured and 
spent himself for ten years in their service, do dwell in the breasts of 
elders and people, think what you are doing this day, in sustaining a 
question of deposition against a man who, in the eye, of the whole church, 
is blameless as to its ordinances, who has been at pains to rebuild the 
ordinances of the church fallen into decay and desuetude, who has re¬ 
constituted its discipline in this city, restoring the office of the deaconahip, 
the fast days, with the other regular services both before and after the 
communion, the regular meetings of session, domestic visitation of the 
flock, the custom of lecturing and preaching, and public baptism, yea, and 
every other form of worship and discipline, bringing it into consistency 
with the standards of the church and the word of God! What a thing it 
is for you to take sides, as you have manifestly done, against a brother 
brought up before you on a question of deposition, for no immora¬ 
lity, for no heresy, for no neglect of duty, no schism, nothing subver¬ 
sive of the church, but upon their own shewing, for a mere irregularity, or 
informality, if such it be! Is justice, is chanty, is honour gone from your 
breasts, that you can bear such an insolence? If these be left with you, I 
can still, notwithstanding your manifested partiality, safely trust this ques¬ 
tion to the arbitration of the Presbytery. 

It hath been further said by the complainer, “ that they never merged on 
the matter of doctrine, till they were compelled by the witnesses refusing to 
answer the questions on the point of doctrine in the way in which they 
thought they ought to be put.” Here he appealeth to a fact, in order to 
shew the way in which he was brought into the matter of doctrine; and I, 
standing here, appeal to the remembrance of the court and people, whether 
it be not true, that of their own free will, without any constraint of any 
kind, they went into the doctrine. Was it ever heard that a witness com¬ 
pelled a party or a court to change their purpose? It is too absurd to be 
mentioned. The witness compels no one to go out of his course: many 
times the questioner compelled the witness, but never the witness the 
questioner. A witness is a silent man; nothing can be laid on his 
shoulders, except the simple fact, how he answereth the questions put to 
him. It is too much for honest men to bear it, if one will say that the 
questions broached around the table, were not put of their own free will, 
inquiring, and on set purpose framed, in order to take to task, yea and 
tease the witnesses, in order to find out my doctrine. It is too much for 
honest men who heard, to take it in, that you were compelled by the wit¬ 
nesses to go into the doctrine; and when my solicitor objected to the rele¬ 
vancy of your doing so, I said, “ No, I allow you all liberty to go all 
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lengths into any inquiry connected with the manifestations of the Spirit 
and the doctrines which 1 preach.” But after you did so fully indulge 
your inquisitive curiosity, and put the witnesses on the rack of the most 
refined ingenuity, and almost laid for them the traps of cuuning sophistry, 
it is too much for you to turn round and say, when it suits your argument 
to do so, It is all a matter of discipline; and if we did go into doctrine, it 
was not our wish to do so, but we were forced out of our course by the 
witness; who is altogether passive in your hands, and hath no activity or 
force at all. If, therefore, you have gone into the question of doctrine, as 
from the evidence appeareth, nine-tenths of which have to do with points 
of doctrine only; an evidence, let me say it, led, as if on purpose, to find 
out, if you could, some connexion between the manifestation of the Spirit 
aud the doctrine which I teach,—yea, some collusion between the prophets 
and myself, which you may say was not intended, but was so evident as to 
strike one of the witnesses with such horror as forced him to exclaim. “ l>o 
you think we stand here as knaves?” I say, then, if you of your own 
accord have thoroughly expiscated the question of doctrine in the evidence, 
and now turn round upon us, and say, as the gentleman who was the 
mouth of the trustees, declared, “it is a question of mere discipline, and 
not one of doctrine, at all,” you do commit tergiversation with a witness. 

The Moderator here interposed: “ The court does not commit itself to 
the allegation of Mr. Mann: we consider it as a mixed question of doctrine 
and discipline.” 

Mr. Irving. I am very glad to hear that, sir. I am sure the contrary 
could not be entertained. 

The next thing which was asserted by the other party in his speech was 
to this effect: That I called upon them to take my assumption, and the 
assumption of the witnesses, that it was the voice of the Holy Ghost. I 
assume nothing, but refer you to the testimony. And when was it ever 
heard that a witness assumeth any thing? who only beareth testimony; 
and his testimony ye are bound to take, for he is upon oath. Ye your¬ 
selves chose them, led forth the evidence, and requested that they should 
be put upon their oath; and ye are bound to receive their testimony, if it 
contradict not itself, or otherwise be invalidated. As ye defer to the sacred 
obligation of an oath, ye are bound to give sentence according to the evi¬ 
dence. Is a man to take an oath in vain, that, after commanding them to 
be sworn, ye should now declare that to be the mere assumption of the 
witnesses which is their testimony upon oath? and “an oath for confirma¬ 
tion is an end of all strife.” God could not go further than an oath, and 
man cannot go further; and when a man has given his testimony upon 
oath, are ye to call that mere assumption? When a witness is on oath, 
are ye to say, that in bis heart he denies the responsibility of an oath, 
and giveth forth assumptions? It is to insult him, it is to insult God, in 
whose name and in whose presence he stands arraigned thus to speak; and 
honest men will not abide it. Have you anything upon your table in 
counter testimony? Not a word. 

Here, then, you have the testimony of witnesses selected by my oppo¬ 
nents, that this is not a work of enthusiasm or fanaticism, but a work of the 
Holy Ghost (not their assumption, but their testimony; and surely out of 
thousands, they have selected men worthy of credit in the matter), the tes¬ 
timony of men whom you required to be sworn to give evidence as in the 
sight of God: and I say, that it is an insult to the Sovereign Lord of heaven 
and of earth, to make thus light of their testimony, unless an opposite tes¬ 
timony may be given. The Presbytery will look to it that the evidence be 
not without cause traduced; otherwise they will be answerable to God, 
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whose name they have caused to be taken in vain; and to these witnesses, 
whose solemn testimony, confirmed by an oath, they disregard. All law and 
equity do regard an oath as the most holy of all things. Many men have 
been hanged on the testimony of a single man; and here are three men 
chosen to make good the complaint, whose testimony beareth that it is all 
the work of the Holy Ghost. Be ye ware, then, of the rash unadvised 
statements of one who talketh of the testimony of the witnesses as mere 
assumptions. 

And as to the other less important part of the charge, that I assume any 
thing, I offered to prove it by the testimony of five hundred men; and I 
strictly charged my adversaries, in the hearing of the court, that if they 
judged me speaking any thing at random, or away from the truth, they 
should challenge the same, and I would justify it upon the spot, out of the 
mouths of their own witnesses, summoned and sworn by themselves. 
After these false charges against me and the witnesses, it was said, that to 
call it a work of the Holy Ghost was an outrage and insult on com¬ 
mon sense and decency. The good Lord forgive this word : forgive 
the lips, O God, by which it was uttered! O God, forgive it, and 
let it not be reckoned against a brother! [Here the Reverend Gentle¬ 
man was much affected.] 

The next thing asserted in his reply was. That the doctrine I laid down 
concerning this matter, in my place of minister in this church, was the 
doctrine of Popery; which he, as an Englishman and a Protestant, could 
not receive. I founded the doctrine on the authority of two passages of holy 
writ; namely, the two passages from the 2nd chapter of Revelations, con¬ 
cerning the duty of the angel of the church towards Apostles and Prophets. 
Now, if I the minister am not the angel of the church, it hath no angel; 
and the seven epistles cannot be profitable to us, for they are addressed to 
the angel of the church. The great Head of the church approved the 
angel of the church of Ephesus, for trying the men who came into the 
church, saying they were apostles; and for putting them away, because he 
found them liars. Did the angel herein act wrong ? Why then doth the 
Lord approve him? What the Lord Jesus approves, this man may call 
Popery and tyranny. It matteretli not to me. I will continue to act so 
unto the end, and will require both Englishmen and Protestants to submit 
to it. 

Another passage in the same chapter rebuketh the angel of the church of 
Thyatira, for allowing that woman Jezebel, who called herself a prophetess, 
to teach, and to seduce the servants of the Lord. These were the grounds, 
and no other, of the doctrine which I held; as I can appeal to every one of 
my flock, even the trustees themselves. Yet I did not teach that it was 
the duty of the minister in any congregation alone to bear the burden of 
this responsibility; but it is his province to make trial whether they be 
true prophets, and, being satisfied thereof, to set them before the congrega¬ 
tion, whereupon he and the congregation, acting together by the Spirit of 
Jesus, will, in due time, ascertain the point. Nor would I consider my 
office made void, nor yet that I did not discharge my office of a faithful 
minister, if it should turn out that every one whom I had set before the 
congregation as a prophet were not a true prophet. My duty standeth 
still the same, though I may sometimes fail therein; and I am bound to 
fulfil it to the best of my ability. Because I am not a perfect man, 
because I have not the infallibility of God, I am not to shrink from 
yielding obedience to the commandment of the Lord Jesus, and to 
put forth whatever judgment, whatever discernment he hath given me. 

There is nothing papal in my doctrine. I do not presume to be infal- 
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lible, nor even to take the whole determination of the matter upon my.se!*■; 
for this were to offend the generation of his children, and to trample on 
the rights of the people: and their duties also, which are to “ try the spirit* 
whether they be of God.” If I were to say that I would not license any 
one to spt ak before the congregation until I was infallibly certain he was a 
prophet, then God would soon bring me to shame for standing between his 
people and their duty. The angel’s it is to license, the people’s to approve 
or not; and it is his to withdraw the license when it hath been abuse! 
This is the doctrine which I had and have acted on. I set before t : *e 
people, according to the best of my ability, those who had the signs of the 
prophet, and said to the whole church, “ Now try ye them; they arc be¬ 
fore you;” and for the purpose of gathering the common voice I sat in the 
vestry every day for many weeks, that the people might come to me and 
give in to me any doubts or distresses which pressed upon their conscience. 
I ask, was this a papal act? I deem it was my pastoral duty; it becamr 
me, as a dutiful minister of the Gospel. 

I think the gentleman should have been at more pains to choose the words 
which he used before the Reverend Presbytery, especially when speaking of 
the actings of his minister. And when speaking so much of right, and j us¬ 
tice, and good feeling, he should have borne in mind that these are not the 
monopoly of any single individual, but the constitution of man as the 
creature of God. Did I charge any thing against any man, that I should 
be so abused with evil words? When at one time you challenged the woid 
I spake, I appealed the matter to the court, and it was decided that J 
had not spoken unadvisedly. Yet was I contented to change the word, 
that no one might be offended; because, as I have said, right, and equity, 
and good feeling, are not the monopoly of any man, but the gifts of God to 
his responsible creature, which he must not suffer to be trampled on, if he 
can prevent it. Let words be well weighed in speaking before a court con¬ 
stituted under the Head of the church, especially when they affect the 
standing of a minister of Christ, than which no standing on the earth is 
more dignified and sacred. 

The opposite party next took occasion to animadvert upon an answer of 
one of the witnesses, in that he bad said that on one occasion, when be 
thought he was speaking by the power of the Spirit, he came afterwards 
to see that he was speaking by a spirit of error. From which it was argued, 
that if they knew not the spirit by which they spake, there was nothing to 
rest upon but my ipse dixit. Before proceeding to reply to this grave 
matter, I beg to recal your attention to the way in which the witness gave 
that part of his testimony; for now I feel that we are indeed come to the 
substance of the question, which entirely tumeth upon the evidence before 
the court. And I do heartily wish that, instead of so many irrelevant 
strictures upon my defence, the gentleman had alluded more to the matter 
in evidence. 

Observe, then, that this answer was a free-will offering on the part of 
the witness, and not in answer to any interrogations; also, it was not from 
his own conviction, for he declared that he had not yet come to the full 
conviction of not having spoken by the Holy Ghost; but had some reason 
to suspect it, from some misgivings of his own mind, which had been mainly 
brought to light by the rebuke of another member of the church in whom 
the Spirit speaketh. And forasmuch as, in giving testimony, we are called 
upon only to declare that which we know and have fully ascertained to be 
the truth, there was no call to put this forth, even if there had been a 
question leading to it, which there was not; but like a man whose con¬ 
science was rendered very delicate by the teaching of the Holy Ghost, and 
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as a man standing before a court which should be constituted under Jesus, 
and have his Spirit of holy discernment, he would not allow a doubt on 
his mind to remain untold, nor leave a chance of your being misinformed. 
It was a beautiful instance of perfect purity of conscience, however little it 
was appreciated, both by the other party and the court, concerning which 
it is not my intention to express what I feel; but, with respect to tha con¬ 
clusion attempted to be drawn from it, I must say that it betrays great 
ignorance of this book of God to draw such a conclusion, as we shall shew 
immediately. 

But further, with respect to the testimony, in answer to the question, 
how he discerned whether it was the Spirit of God or the spirit of error by 
which he spake; his answer was, By the fruits; love, joy, peace, and other 
fruits of the Spirit; which, at the time he had rebuked his pastor, he felt 
to be absent, and not present with his soul. He was then asked, whether 
it lay merely with his own feelings to determine whether the Spirit that 
came to him was of God or not; and he immediately replied, * Can I be¬ 
lieve that these fruits of the Holy Ghost are from the spirit of error*?” 
And so saith the Apostle John, “ He that is begotten of God keepeth him¬ 
self, and that evil one toncheth him not.” 

And now, with respect to the conclusion which all, especially the court, 
sought, by cross-questioning, to extort from this answer, I refer them, for 
their better information, to the Prophet Jeremiah, who thus speaketh to 
the Lord, “O Lord, thou knowest: remember me, and visit me, and revenge 
me of my persecutors; take me not away in thy long-suffering: know that 
for thy sake I have suffered rebuke. Thy words were found, and I did eat 
them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for 
I am called by thy name, 0 Lord God of hosts. I sat not in the assembly 
of the mockers, nor rejoiced; I sat alone, because of thy hand: for thou 
bast filled me with indignation. Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound 
incurable, which refuseth to be healed? wilt thou be altogether unto me 
as a liar, and as waters that fail?” Here we have the instance of a Prophet 
than whom no one perhaps had a greater charge laid upon him, and one 
most like to that now laid upon the prophets, to be his witnesses against a 
falling church; and he was so carried beyond his understanding as to say 
to the Lord, “Wilt thou be altogether to me as a liar, and as waters that 
fail?” And in the xxth chapter, verse 7, he uses stronger language: “O 
Lord, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived.” If Jeremiah had not 
known God’s word, by some other test than his own understanding of it, 
or than the expected time and way of the fulfilment, his case would have 
been desperate, for he looked upou himself as a deceived man. Such words, 
from such a mouth, may well make us to pause a little, and study the law 
of the prophet’s calling, and the temptations to which he is exposed. 

Do not, I beseech you, be rash; let us not, coming straight from the deep 
and dark ignorance which exists on such a subject, seeing there have been 
of a long time no prophets in the church, begin to draw conclusions, aud 
pronounce judgments, and do the part of legislators, before we have inquired 
into the standing of the prophet, or known any thing of his conditions. 
Surely the Lord had not lied to Jeremiah, and deceived him; and yet the 
Prophet supposeth, yea, and saith it, leaning to his own understanding, and 
ao stood in peril of being snared: “ The word of the Lord was made a 
reproach to him, and a derision daily.” The calling of the prophet is a 
fearful one: Jeremiah flinched from it, because it brought him into trouble; 
and the word which he spake from the Lord was not accomplished how, 
and where, he had expected. Jonah, who stood to Israel (2 Kings xiv. 25) 
much as Jeremiah stood to Jerusalem, was so well aware of God’s releut- 
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ings, and of the Prophet’s apparent dishonour thereby, that he fed 
away from the presence of the Lord, and refused to be his prophet unt. 
Nineveh, on no other account whatever, as he himself averreth (Jonah 

iv. 1). 

Let it not be for a moment imagined, that God ever gave forth, by 
mouth of a prophet, any thing but the truth; yet so little were the Prophets 
able to construe their own messages, that they seemed even to themselvt « 
to have been deceived in them. The Prophet cannot understand his own 
utterances: if he could, they would not be manifestly from another Mind, 
but might be from his own. And I verily believe, that any prophet who 
will undertake to interpret, either to himself or to others, what he utters, 
will be snared. Sufficient for one man is the honour of transmitting the 
word, pure from the fountain. It belongeth to those who hear it, to find 
out its meaning. It is from faith to faith that God ever speaketh. A dear 
friend of my own, who lately spake by the Spirit of God in my church, as 
all the spiritual of the church fully acknowledged, and almost all acknow¬ 
ledge still,—I mean Mr. B., who is now in every body’s mouth,—hath, I 
believe, been taken in this very snare, of endeavouring to interpret, by 
means of a mind remarkably formal in its natural structure, the spiritual 
utterances which he was made to give forth; and perceiving a want of con¬ 
currence between the word and the fulfilment, he hastily said, “ It is a 
lying spirit by which I have spoken.” No lie is of the truth; no prophet 
is a liar; and if the thing come not to pass, he hath spoken presumptuously. 
But while this is true, it is equally true that no prophet since the world 
began has been able to interpret the time, place, manner, and circumstance 
of the fulfilment of his own utterances. And to Jeremiah thus unwarrant¬ 
ably employing himself, God seemed to be a deceiver and a liar, as the 
Holy Ghost hath seemed to be to my honoured and beloved friend, whom 
may the Lord speedily restore again! 

But to return to the case of the prophet Jeremiah—The notion current 
about the prophet is, that he is a man sealed and set apart for infallible 
utterances. And I perceived that, when the prophet who was examined 
as a witness before you, confessed of his own accord to an utterance of 
which he now doubteth, you shrunk from having any more faith in his 
prophetical calling; or, if I might say it, you triumphed as if you had 
gotten a victory. But, be it known to yon, that the prophet is, after all 
still fallible; and that God is the only infallible being, and the only in¬ 
fallible Man is the Lord Jesus Christ: and as for infallibility in another, 
the pope is the oldest claimant of it; nobody else having dared to usurp 
it from the Godhead and Manhood of Jesus Christ. The prophet indeed, 
and not only he, but every Christian, while he abideth in Jesus, speaketh 
only the truth: but as he leaves the light of life, so is he liable to snares, 
as was the case with my brother, or, I may say, my child in the Gospel 
All the prophecies aud writings in the Scriptures were delivered by per¬ 
sons so abiding in the communion of Jesus, and so moved by his Spirit to 
utter only the truth; but these very persons were liable to fall into snares, 
and might at other times have spoken presumptuously. We have several 
examples of the fact in the case of Peter, one of the holy penmen, who at 
times both spake and taught erroneously. God will not set up an outward 
infallibility, but reposeth it in the teaching of the Spirit through the faith 
of the word. “Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know ail 
things.” What saith the Lord to Jeremiah? “Therefore thus saith the 
Lord, If thou return, then will I bring thee again, and thou shait stand 
before me: and if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou sbalt be 
as my mouth: let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them " 
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(Jer. xv. 19). So say 1 to the prophet who is now stumbled and fallen, 
and to him who did once stumble, as he confessed in your hearing. 

Mr. M t Lmn asked, whether in referring to a certain person he meant 
Mr. T. 

Mr. Irving. Sir, I was referring to Mr. T. indirectly, and to Mr. 13. 
directly; but both to the one and the other only as illustrative of the 
prophet’s standing, so entirely misunderstood and misrepresented in the 
speech of the other party. 

An Eider here interposed, and defended Mr. Irving from the interrup¬ 
tion, when he thus proceeded: 

I was reading and commenting upon the word of the Lord at the time 
the Reverend gentleman interrupted me, and not putting forth any notion 
of my own: and the word I read was this, “I will bring thee again,” that 
is, from thy doubting and silence, “ and make thee as a brazen wall.” 
These things I submit to your consideration, not surely to lower any man's 
idea of the prophet of God; still less to serve any particular ends of my 
own, if I had any in this case, which is not mine, but that of the catholic 
church; but in order to put you on your guard against the statements of 
men who come straight from the counting-house or the shop, and the 
other engagements of secular life, and rashly decide on such holy and grave 
matters. Your only safety is to look to the law and the testimony, to the 
experience of those holy men who stood in the same office heretofore. To 
this bringing back your attention, I refer again to the prophet Jeremiah: 
“ O Lord, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived: thou art stronger 
than I, and hast prevailed: I am in derision daily, every one mocketh me. 
For since I spake, I cried out, I cried violence and spoil; because the 
word of the Lord was made a reproach unto me and a derision daily. 
Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his 
name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my 
bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay” (Jer. xx. 
7—9). Whatever was the cause, whether he thought God had not kept 
his word, made to him when he called him to the prophet’s office (Jer. L 
17—19), or whether some of his utterances had seemed to himself and the 
people to fail; or whether the Lord had relented, as Jonah knew to be his 
manner; this is clear from these verses, that a prophet may be shaken 
from bis position like another man, aud may be left to take the resolution 
of speaking no more in the Lord’s name, as hath been the case with my 
dear brother referred to above, who now restraineih himself from uttering 
in that power which he and we believed to be of the Holy Ghost, because 
he thinks it hath deceived him. 

A prophet may be a very unstable man, and be brought into great 
doubtings, and yet be a true prophet withal, may grieve and dishonour 
God very much, and yet be retained in his service, and exalted to very 
great honour. What then is the guide of the prophet in judging of the 
power that comes to him in vision, in revelation, or in utterance? It is a 
clean conscience, at peace with God, rejoicing in holiness, and averse from 
all evil, to which God coming maketh sweet harmony of truth and love 
therein, and useth the tongue to give it forth in words worthy of God. 
But that the prophets did not understand the things they prophesied, 
Peter, in his First Epistle, expressly declareth: “ Of which salvation the 
prophets have inquired, and searched diligently, who prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you: searching what or what manner of time 
the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified 
beforehand tfie sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 
Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they 
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did minister the things 'which are now reported uuto you by them that 
have preached the Gospel unto you, with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven; which things the angels desire to look into*’ (1 Peter i. 10—12, 

The law of the prophets is, as I have said, that they should not under¬ 
stand the things they did utter, to shew that they were speaking not by 
the understanding of man, but by inspiration and the utterance of God 
If the prophets spake by their own understanding, what were the prophet 
more than a meaner man; and I may observe in passing, that the mystery 
of the unknown tongue introducing the utterance is to teach us, that the 
thing about to be uttered, as it coraeth from a higher source, addresseth 
itself to another ear than that of the natural understanding, even to the dis¬ 
cernment of the Spirit of Christ with us, and that the meaning is hid from 
the prophet himself; that as neither prophet nor people understand the 
tongue, so neither prophet nor people are to receive or render out by tbo 
understanding the thing uttered. It is not by the understanding, though 
of a Bacon, that a word of God can bo apprehended; for “the natural in:.u 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are spiritually 
discerned.” 

The universal law of all Divine truth is exemplified, and as it were embo¬ 
died, in the act of speaking in an unknown tongue, when the spirit of the 
speaker is edified, though his understanding be unfruitful; having entire 
communion with God in spirit, though entirely darkened in the under¬ 
standing. Which, after all, is no more than the most orthodox truth, that 
without the Spirit of God the word of God availeth not unto any fruit of life, 
but only unto death : “ the letter killeth, but the spirit maketh alive.” The 
prophet’s own understanding is as incompetent as the hearer’s to interpret 
his own utterances; and he, as much as we are, is driven upon the iudweil- 
ing mind of Christ, in order to have fellowship with the word of the Spirit 
in his own lips. The spiritual man disceruetk all things, and every one 
having the anointing of the life of Christ abiding in him hath the means 
of discerning and testing the things spoken by the prophet; for Christ 
and the Spirit are oue in the substance of the Godhead, and the Holy 
Ghost doth only take of the things of Christ and show them to our 
souls.—Some of the questions put by the opposite party, but still more 
put by you the judges, went to reveal a base suspicion, as if I were 
lording it over, or acting in collusion with, the gifted persons. Oh 
perish the thought! I pretend not, save as a pastor, to direct the order of 
the church, and as a minister to shew the marks and stamp of the 
Spirit of God in the form aud matter of the utterauces, leaving things 
future, and things which I discern not, to be opened by the Lord in Ins 
own time. 

Jeremiah hasted, and fell into the sin of charging God falsely, and stood 
in peril of falling entirely, if he had not returned and separated the pre¬ 
cious from the vile. But it may be said, This is not in point: it is not 
so exactly in point, as that case to which I now refer yon, in the prophecy 
of Ezekiel, xiv. 8—11: “And I will set my face against that man, and 
make him a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from the midst of 
my people; and he shall know that I am the Lord. And if the prophet 
be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the Lord have deceived that 
prophet; and I will stretch out my hand upon him, and will destroy him 
from the midst of my people Israel. And they shall bear the punishment 
of their iniquity : the punishment of the prophet shall be even as the 
punishment of him that seeketh unto him; that the bouse of Israel may go 
no more astray from roe, neither be polluted any more with all their trans¬ 
gressions; but that they may be my people, and I may be their God, ban h 
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the Lord God.” Let those who think a prophet is one whose lips are 
sealed up for infallibility, and if he utter any thing amiss that it counter¬ 
vailed and subverteth all which he hath ever spoken, peruse the whole 
passage, which is only one of many wherein the prophets are constantly 
reproached for their unfaithfulness, as well as the priests aud the 
princes. 

Our adversaries argue, that because a prophet, speaking by the Spirit of 
God, hath begn once deceived, this doth invalidate his speaking by the 
Spirit of God at other times, and therefore he is no prophet, and speaketh 
not of God. But what saith God? “ If the prophet be deceived when he 
hath spoken a thing, I the Lord have deceived that prophet.” Now, the 
meaning of this will be best explained by referring to the instance recorded 
in 1 Kings, xxii. 15, 16, where Mieaiah came to the king, who said unto 
him, “ Mieaiah, shall we go against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we 
forbear ? and he answered him, Go, and prosper: for the Lord shall deliver 
it into the hand of the king.” We may, I think, hardly doubt that this word 
came from Jehovah, in what way he hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and doth lead 
the wicked into temptation. God permitted Mieaiah to utter it, as a word 
to try the temper of the king, and reprove his levity, and his tampering 
with the prophets of the Lord. But when the king became serious and ad¬ 
jured him, saying, “ How many times shall I adjure thee that thou tell me 
nothing but that which is true in the name of the Lord;” God seeing the 
king’s mind turned to earnestness, and hearing him speak to his prophet as 
liis prophet should be spoken to, giveth to his prophet another word, which 
might prevent him from the evil he meditated, and not lead him into tempta¬ 
tion to commit it. Most true it is, as saith St. James, that “ God tempteth 
not any manbut when a man will suffer his own lusts to tempt him to evil, 
the Lord, wearied out with correcting him, and having no profit of his re¬ 
bukes, doth ofttimes lead him on that he may punish him for his iniquity 
on this side the grave, and haply save his soul in the day of the Lord. 
Therefore spake Jesus in parables, that “ seeing they might not see, and 
hearing they might not hear, lest they should be converted, and I should 
heal them.” 

Ye may say, This is strange doctrine. Strange indeed it is to a man 
who canuot think of vengeance in his God, whereas vengeance belongetli 
Unto him; but how should it be strange to any father or mother, who are 
practised in the education of their children? How oft doth a father, hav¬ 
ing sought in vain by counsel and correction to heal the perversity of his 
child, permit him in a little of his own will, yea, lay the very temptation 
in his way, that he may prove the evil of it, and so avoid it in the time to 
come. And shall not God be entrusted with the same liberty in disciplin¬ 
ing a prophet or a people? Shall he not also lead his children, aud give 
them to taste of the fruit of their own ways? Nay, but he will and ever 
doth with the wicked as he did with Pharaoh; and it is a chief part 
of his discipline with strong-headed and high-handed sinners. Where¬ 
fore also we pray continually, “ Lead us not into temptation.” And this 
did he that day by Ahab, making Mieaiah the instrument without mis¬ 
leading him. Mieaiah was not deceived; but a word through him would 
have deceived the king, unless he had changed his mood, and adjured him 
solemnly in the name of the Lord, who straightway answered, “ I saw all 
Israel scattered upon the hills, as sheep that have not a shepherd. And 
the Lord said, These have no master : let them return every man to his 
house in peace” (1 Kings, xxii. 17). This case proveth that a prophet, 
without fault of his, may be used to deceive a king or a pastor, a people or 
a flock. But still this is not the case in point; for it was through 
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fault of the prophets that the evil before us fell out In such a cast. 1 
believe it ariseth from opening the door unto Satan, through some unholy 
state of his heart It certainly was so in the present instance. The pro¬ 
phet had conceived suspicions of me as not dealing uprightly but partially, 
and as not comforting him in his trials, but helping on the affiiotion. This 
was entirely a misjudgment; and being against a pastor, it added the sin jf 
insubordination to that of uncharitableuess. Through this door Sr.tan 
entered in, and the Lord permitted him to occupy for once the gift which 
the prophet had not kept by the Holy Ghost, as Paul commanded Timothy 
to do (2 Tim. i.) 

These are deep things, and I would not be understood to give out rmv 
thing dogmatically concerning it. But it shows that a prophet; may be 
deceived, and be a prophet still; and it teacheth how rash and foolish are 
they who question and reason, as if that one thing subverted the whole 
question. The direction given by the Lord is this; “ And if thon say in 
thine heart, How shall we know the word which the Lord hath not 
spoken] When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing 
follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not 
spoken, but tho prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be 
afraid of him” (Deut. xviii. 21, 22). Such a prophet loveth his credit and 
standing with the people, and maketh shipwreck of his calling towards 
God. And every prophet standeth in jeopardy of this, and there is no 
other safety for him than for others: “ My grace is sufficient for tuee, 
and my strength is perfected in weakness.” Our brother did in that in¬ 
stance speak presumptuously: as a prophet he did it in the power of a 
prophet, and he hath suffered loss for it in his own soul; but now that he 
hath openly and of free will confessed it in the hearing of ail, I be¬ 
lieve that he hath delivered his own soul, how many soever he may 
stumble thereby: myself he stumbleth not, because I have somewhat 
studied and understood the law of the prophet. And should a pro¬ 
phet, therefore, deem his standing to be unsteady and unsafe] Surely 
not. He standeth by faith, as every one else doth stand in Christ 

Nor is there any other safety in the world, but abiding in Christ. Jesu3, 
who lived by faith upon the Father, did always speak the truth; and the 
prophet who liveth by faith on Christ, will with the same certainty speak 
nothing but the truth,—and not he alone, but every Christian. For tie 
anointing which we have received is true, and is no lie. If I, as a 
minister, abide in Christ, my utterances will be always true. And how are 
the people to be defended? In the same way, by abiding in Christ, and 
hearing the prophets without suspicion, as the voice of the Holy Ghost. 
If they look upon it as less, they disgrace and trample on the ordinance, 
and will be punished for the same. Yet if they rest in reverencing the 
ordinance, without seeking the answer of the Spirit of Jesus in their 
hearts, they do neglect the Ordinance-Head; which is still worse, and they 
shall speedily be shut up in superstition, and given over to the idolatry of 
men and of gifts, to the destruction of that love which is the life of Jesus 
and of God within the soul. And yet a church, and their minister, and 
their prophets, all standing together faithfully in Jesus, may, nay will cer¬ 
tainly be tried with temptations from Satan, as an angel of light, who will 
endeavour to introduce heresies and schisms, or to bring in hypocrites, false 
brethren unawares, or will entrap some weak and foolish ones, and through 
them seek to prophesy his lies, and to minister his delusions. But in such 
a case the Lord will in due time detect him through the faithfulness of the 
brethren, and the poor lamb will be delivered out of the lion’s mouth, and 
the lion be driven away from the fold. 
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A prophet is not sent for a single person, nor for a family, but for the 
church; and if the church abide in truth and love, they will not be misled 
though all the spirits of hell came forth against them. Moreover, if a 
church, having prophets sent to them, as my church hath, will not abide in 
Jesus, but look to the prophet as if he were something, the Lord will 
chasten that church by the mouth of that prophet, who is ever more jealous 
of Christ than he is of himself. But if the prophet shrink from rebuking 
the church, pastor and all, then will the Lord take the other way of re¬ 
buking both him and the people, smiting him their idol, and making him 
to stumble and fall. And if they are inclined to set him above the pastor, 
and the pastor be faithful, the Lord will justify the pastor; all to teach 
that the prophet is nothing apart from Christ, even as it is written, “Who 
then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even 
as the Lord gave to every manl I have planted, Apollos watered; but 
God gave the increase” (1 Cor. iii. 5, 6). If the prophets have done me 
any good, it is in teaching me to do nothing without Christ, and to dare to 
do every thing in and by Christ. They have made me bold for my Master, 
for myself a very coward. And the same effect I covet for my people. 
All these things have I spoken that ye might understand the law of the 
prophets, whereof we are all wofully ignorant. So may the Lord guard 
you from rash and ignorant judgment. 

The notion now subsisting in the church concerning the prophet is, that 
he give signs supernatural, on the credit of which he was to be believed 
without further question; and concerning inspiration, that it was an en¬ 
forcement of the organs of speech, whereby they could not utter anything 
but the truth. The former notion subverts all moral responsibility in the 
hearers; the latter doth the same by the prophet: and both together do 
make God first to extinguish responsibility, in order to bring in that word 
whereto all are to be responsible. We have shewn the utter falsehood of 
the notion as respecteth the prophet, who was no more an infallible person 
than is the pope; being liable, like every other man, to be drawn aside as 
was Jonah, by his distrust of God; and he standeth only by his faith. 
This only had he above other men, that the conviction of truth within him 
is wont to be sealed to him by a supernatural revelation of light and power 
of utterance: which, however, he possesseth not for his own private use, 
nor for the use of any private family or society of men, but for the whole 
church of God; yea, and for the whole world. 

Of the other part of this base and baseless hypothesis, which now 
holdeth the church concerning the traduction of infallible truth from God 
to man—namely, that the prophet hath but to give a miraculous sign, and, 
let him say what he pleaseth, must be believed; and if any one doubt, he 
hath but to thrust forth another wonder into the midst of the beholders, 
and carry on his revelations,—I will just quote against it one of the great 
standing rules of God, as given in all parts of his word. In the Law of 
Moses it is written thus: “ If there arise among you a prophet, or a 
dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder; and the sign or the 
wonder come to pass whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after 
other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; thou shalt 
not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: 
for the Lord your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul. Ye shall walk after the 
Lord your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his 
voice, and ye shall serve him and cleave unto him. And that prophet or 
that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he hath spoken to 
turn you away from the Lord your God, which brought you out of the land 
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of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the house of bondage, to thrust thee oiu 
of the way which the Lord thy God commanded thee to walk in. So soak 
thou put the evil away from the midst of thee” (Deut. xiiL 1-5). 

Was the sign or the wonder to authenticate and verify the word uttered 
by the prophet? No: but the law and the testimony were to verify the 
sign. And, if they did not attest it, the prophet was to be put to death 
all signs and wonders notwithstanding. So now have I dealt by the pro¬ 
phets whom the Lord hath sent into my church, trying every thing by the 
written word of God; and at no rate permitting any deviation therefrom, 
or inconsistency therewith, to have any authority, though uttered with all 
the tongues of men or of angels. And among many hundreds of instances 
spoken in the midst of us, the greatest doubter, the greatest opposer, hath 
been able to discover nothing repugning from the Holy Scriptures. Yea, 
even in one case which there hath been strong reason to suspect not to W 
from God, so carefully hath the Lord overruled the enemy, that out of his 
mouth nothing hath been permitted to issue but glory unto our God and 
his Christ. Yet do the majority both of ministers and of people stand 
aloof from the work, on no other ground but this, that there are no sign? 
and wonders; thereby confessing that they are willing to judge God's 
word by the sight of the eye, and by the hearing of the ear, but on m 
account by the discernment of the Spirit of Jesus within them. From 
which folly let them be delivered by reading the second chapter of Paul's 
First Epistle to the Corinthians. The signs and wonders are demonstra 
tions of supernatural power; but, whether from the region of spiritual good 
or of spiritual evil descending, the fact of their being above nature, detr 
mineth not. This is to be known by their character, of grace and goodness 
and blessing, or of violence and malice and destructiveness. The diaboli 
cal possessions were witnessed in the tortures which they brought, and the 
Divine power in delivering from the same, and bringing back to po&oe of 
conscience, soundness of mind, and health of body. 

And so shall it continue to be evidenced unto the end; an evil spiritual 
world contending with the good in all supernatural acts, in order, if pos¬ 
sible, to seduce the faith and obedience of men. The speakers for the one 
are false prophets; for the other, are good prophets: and nothing can dis¬ 
criminate between them but the honest and good heart, which discernet i 
between good and evil; and the life of Jesus in the believer, which, being 
of one substance with the Holy Ghost, doth well know his voice, and tee 
voice of a stranger will not follow. I marvel greatly at the doating, dream¬ 
ing church, which for the last century in all universities and colleges, and 
in all books of evidence, hath been teaching men to look only or chiefly to 
the external evidence, to the things in time and place, the tradition of 
miracles; and so preparing a snare for the taking of the whole church, in 
which all the book-learned and book-readers are at present kolden almost 
to a man, and bound fast. And the common people have escaped, only be¬ 
cause they are not readers of Paley, Lardner, Macknight, and the host of 
their followers. 

What test our Lord gives to distinguish true prophets from false, you 
have written in these words: “ Beware of false prophets, which come to 
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall 
know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt 
tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire. Wherefore by 
tbeir fruits ye shall know them. Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
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Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will 
of my Father which is iu heaven” (Matt. vii. 15-21). Do they produce 
the fruits of righteousness in those who give ear unto them, aud obey their 
words ? For themselves their disguise may be complete “ in sheep’s cloth¬ 
ing,” though u inwardly they are ravening wolves;” and their words may 
to the ear be sound and true, but inwardly they are “ravening wolves,” and 
will infuse the same spirit into those who follow after them. 

This spirit will express itself first in a spirit of zealous proselytism; for 
until they can get the sheep from under their proper shepherds, they can¬ 
not so well get their wicked use of them. Then, when they have got them 
incorporated into a sect, they work them to their enc , seducing them to 
commit all manner of iniquity with greediness. Thu was it exhibited in 
the heresies of the primitive church, which came in through false prophets, 
possessed, I make no doubt, in the instances of the Gnostics and the Maui- 
cheans, with seducing spirits, propagating doctrines of devils, and ending 
in abominations hitherto unpractised, and even unheard of! in the world. 
But the true prophets are for edification, exhortation, and comfort of the 
church of God, for bringing them up into the stature of the fulness of 
Christ. 

Now, if you can observe any features of error, or fruits of wickedness 
about us, or about those who adhere to us, then bear testimony agaiust us; 
for we desire nothing more than to have our errors exposed, that we may 
correct them. But if the fruits upon the minister have been greater light, 
love, faith, and watchfulness; upon those who follow his faith, greater 
holiness, communion, and obedience, as even our enemies are forced to con¬ 
fess, then do you greatly offend the Lord in not applying his test, but 
judging those to be false prophets who by their fruits do prove themselves 
to be true ones. The evil fruits which are produced in the people upon 
whom fatee prophets practise, I have had occasion to know and to observe 
in the followers of Joanna Southcotte, who are a people full of evil pos¬ 
sessions; and also in many persons acting as prophets among the ignorant 
of this city, and actually possessed of familiar spirits, capable of divination. 
And I can lay this down as an invariable rule, that the conscience of truth 
is deadened in them all, “ having their conscience seared as with a red-hot 
iron,” and the natural strength of the will altogether gone. Irresolute and 
without determination, they are the slaves of the spirit which overruleth 
them; and, when speaking in their own understanding, the great, almost 
the whole bent of their discourse, is to justify and magnify the spirit, by 
recounting the wonderful prognostications which he hath given to them. 

But it is a certain characteristic of the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of the 
Father, that he doth not testify of himself, but of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the witness of whom he is given. When a false spirit getteth hold of 
an ingenious and cultivated mind, I do observe that it leadeth him into all 
manner of wanderings, as it did the Gnostics of old, and destroyeth all 
mark of truth in subtle niceties, striking analogies, and mazes of doctrine, 
of which I had read in the first ages of the church, but never dreamed of 
seeing them equalled, yea, and surpassed, in our days. Furthermore it 
hath befallen me, within these twelve months past, to have had personal 
knowledge of members of Christ’s body upon whom the subtle enemy hath 
made diverse attempts to seduce them from their integrity, by taking the 
form of an angel of light. And in most cases it hath been attended with 
the fruits of dispeace in their own souls; and, when permitted to proceed 
through ignorance or mistakes as to its true character,.hath ended in the 
entire subversion of confidence towards God and the brethren, to suspicion 
ofJ yea and insurrection against, the ordinance of the pastor, and of the 
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church itself: or it hath ended in dazzling the mind, and deceiving the 
conscience with such shews of light and love, as to make it utterly imper¬ 
vious to the counsel of brethren, to the authority of rulers, yea, and to the 
voice of the Holy Ghost Himself 

The various experience which I have had during the last twelve months 
of the work of the Holy Ghost, and the work of Satan, hath convinced me, 
that until the discernment of spirits shall be given as a distinct gift in the 
church, there is no rule so certain as that which our Lord hath given of 
trying them by the fruits. And taking this rule, I must solemnly declare, 
that if the fruits of the Spirit be “love, peace, joy, long-suffering, gentle¬ 
ness, meekness, patience, temperance,” these fruits have been produced by 
the Spirit speaking in our church, whether you respect the persons in whom 
He speaketh, or those who have grace given to recognise and confess it as 
the Holy Ghost. 

Besides this universal test of our Lord, there be others of a"more'special 
kind, given by the Apostles, which I have found available in some cases 
for the detection and exposure of evil spirits. The confession “ that Jesus 
Christ is the Lord,” and that “Christ is come in the flesh,” hath, in my 
own experience, sufficed to detect an evil spirit; but in other cases, where 
an evil power was present, there hath been such ample confession on these 
heads, as would deceive the most wary and sagacious inquirer. There is a 
mystery in this which I do not thoroughly understand; but it seems to me, 
that, besides evil possessions, where another spirit is actually present in the 
person of a man, there is a power which Satan putteth forth through the 
flesh, to imitate and counterfeit the utterances of the Holy Ghost through 
the Spirit For the former case I believe it is that the test of the Aj>ostles 
is given; but the latter case yieldeth only to the rule of our Lord, “Try the 
prophets by their fruitsor to the discernment which is given to one pro¬ 
phet of another, in order to keep his order pure, and to preserve a brother 
from the attempts of Satan through the flesh. 

But it is not convenient in this place to go into the details of an experi¬ 
ence which would fill a volume. Only these things I have said, for the end 
of clearing a little the matter of true and false prophets, and to shew how 
utterly erroneous is the notion universally current that a prophet is to be 
tried by the miracles which he can do; as if there were no evil region in 
the spiritual or supernatural world, as well as in the visible and natural. 
Let the presbytery be upon their guard against the sweeping and loose con¬ 
clusions of the opposite party, who would have you to believe that nothing 
will prove a man to be a prophet but unchangeable infallibility. 

I cannot go into all the trials with which this work of God hath be:n 
tried of the enemy. But I will say this in general, that as well that which 
hath been referred to, as every other, have been permitted of God, in order 
to shew the work to be his, who ever cometh forth to suppress and defeat 
them all. As in the days of our Lord, Satan’s kingdom was manifested m 
demoniacal possessions, that Jesus might be proved not to have a devil, but 
the Holy Ghost, in casting them out; so amongst us hath Satan’s power in 
utterances been permitted, in order that the work of the Holy Ghost might 
be proved in detecting and exposing them, and putting them to silence 
When they charged Jesus with casting out devils by Beelzebub the prina 
of the devils, he answered, “A kingdom is not divided against itself.” So 
can I, the minister of the church in which the Holy Ghost hath manifested 
himself, say to those who allege that it is a work of Satan, Satan would 
not cast Satan out-, Satan would not silence Satan. In every form have 1 
Been Satan seek to insinuate himself into this work and mar it; and as 
often have I seen him withstood by the supernatural power which ppeaketh 
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amongst us in tongues and prophesying, whereby I know that it is the 
power of God, of Jesus the vanquisher of Satan, of the Holy Ghost in that 
very form in which he was manifested in the day of Pentecost. 

The next allegation is, That I have, with no very great kindness, charged 
on the trustees and complainers, that they have absented themselves from 
the church, and at once denounced the doctrine, without investigation or 
inquiry. It is not necessary for me to refute this farther than to state 
what I said. What I said was, that instead of coming to the church to 
hear the utterances, and try the spirits, a great portion of the trustees re¬ 
fused to come near us any more, and would not even hear the spirits, much 
less try them, and so they come up to the presbytery causd incognUd, I 
did not say that all had done so, but that a great portion of the trustees 
bad done so; and if it is not true, let them now gainsay it. But you per¬ 
ceive they do not 

The next charge is, That I suffered unauthorized persons to speak in the 
church. My answer is, They were not unauthorized persons. I authorized 
them: in the right, in the plenary right, which I possess as an angel of the 
church of Christ, I authorized them; and the man liveth not who can come 
between the Lord Jesus and me his minister, so as to set that authority 
aside. I do not say that my authorizing of them is credentials enough, 
but that my Master only can control me in the exercise of that authority. 
The allegation, therefore, is not true. They were fully authorized. I say 
it in the presence of ministers of the Gospel, of the angels and elders of 
the churches; and in defence of this right, which I must not surrender to 
any man, or to any body of men, I appeal again to the express command 
of the Lord himself, in two of the epistles to the churches, and no one can 
say that this is not good and sufficient ground of any right. 

Then I was taxed with dishonesty; and I was told, if I was an honest 
man I ought to have gone forth of the church. Let me repress the feel¬ 
ing that riseth in my bosom while I repel the insinuation; for I must not 
speak out of the resentment of nature, but out of the charity of grace.— 
Dishonesty I if it be such a moot point and simple case of honesty and 
dishonesty, why trouble they the Presbytery to consider it? Ye trouble 
the Presbytery, do ye, to adjust a question of common honesty and dishon¬ 
esty? It is a great and grave question affecting the rights of the ministers 
and prophets of the Christian church; a question of. the most deep and 
sacred importance; a question not of discipline only, but of doctrine: and 
is a question of doctrine, and of discipline, and of ordinance, and of per¬ 
sonal right, to be called a question of common honesty, as if I were a 
knave? Ye, being the judges, ought not to have permitted the complain- 
ers thus to speak of a Reverend brother, and twit me as I was twitted. 
Ye were quick-scented after their honour; but mine they might trample 
under foot My well-known character among you ought to have pro¬ 
tected me from this allegation. It was not right in you to permit it; 
nay, but they themselves know me too well not to know that I am 
honest, at least according to the measure of a fallible man, for I do 
ever aim to be honest. These insinuations are not honourable to you 
nor to me: ye should not have permitted them to be uttered of a 
brother. 

It is to me a question of great and momentous duty, which hath cost 
me long, laborious, and painful thought. Was it a small matter for me 
when planted the minister of the church of Christ, and secured in the pos¬ 
session of that house during my life, unless I should be guilty of some 
crime disqualifying me for the ministry, to surrender the post in which 
God, and the church, and the covenants of mau had planted me, to the 
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discontent of a few men, to the opinions of any number of men, whom I 
believed in my heart to be grieving both God and his church by their rash 
and indiscriminate, their hasty, heady, and unfounded judgments? Seeing 
they rest so much upon the trust-deed, I also am a party to that document, 
representing the church of God, the flock of believers, and a numerous con¬ 
gregation ; whose petition, to be heard at your bar upon the issue, yon 
have rejicted. 

if these men be parties representing the house of stone, and brick, and 
lime, and timber, I am a party representing the flock of believers, gathered 
unto (Tirist under my ministry, through whose generous contributions 
chiefly the house hath been both builded and upheld; and being placed as 
their representative in the trust-deed, I ask if it was a small matter that 
should move me to consent to go forth from the habitation and home of 
our souls, and wander we know not whither over this wide and wicked 
city, where we have no church that will call us sister, or welcome us to an 
hour’s shelter under their roof. These men seem to have little knowledge 
of the thoughts for my flock which have exercised, and wearied, and, but 
for God’s presence, would Lave overwhelmed my heart, else they would not 
have spoken of it as they have done, as if it were a question of private 
feelings, and not of great and grave responsibility before God and man. 

My personal right in that church never once came into my mind; tie 
condition of my wife and young children cast out upon the wide world, 
never once was spoken of amongst all the strivings which we have had 
together upon this question in the kirk session and congregation. Every 
one felt that the question was altogether oue of a higher region; and it 
doth indeed amaze me to hear it now for the first time in this presence 
spoken of as a personal question merely, and the simplest of all personal 
questions ; namely, whether I was to act the part of an honest man by 
removing, or of a knave by abiding, in the church. Even in cases where a 
minister hath done something in direct violation of his ministerial stand¬ 
ing, preaching heresy, or practising schism, or breaking the moral law, be 
may not be called upon to leave the church out of hand, but must be pro¬ 
ceeded against by libel; and even in civil matters a man may not be de¬ 
graded from his office or deprived of his liberty upon any confession of his 
own, but upon the judgment of his peers, because we are guardians one of 
another, members of a community ; how much more in a question like this, 
where there are neither written statutes, nor precedents, nor common prac¬ 
tice, whereon to convict me, except indeed the statutes and precedents of 
the word of God, which are altogether on my side. 

But to cut this matter short, is it not upon your table in evidence, that 
this is a work of the Holy Ghost; and can there be any statutes forbidding 
the Holy Ghost to speak in his own temple? And, if he do speak, must I 
as an honest man call upon my flock to go forth with me from the house in 
which he has spoken, as if it were defiled and for ever disqualified from 
being the house of our worship and our peace? 

This is a temptation which has come over my brethren, arising from their 
loose and unholy way of thinking and speaking upon this subject as if it 
were a common bargain between the trustees upon the one hand and my¬ 
self upon the othr. I would it had been such; neither they nor y ni 
would have been troubled with it this day. For the world is wide, and 
the English tongue is widely diffused over it, and I am used to live by 
faith, and love my calling of a Preacher of the Gospel, as well as I do my 
calling of a Pastor. I also have been tempted with the like temptation of 
making this a question of personal feeling. One whole day I remember, 
before meeting the elders and deacons of my church upon the first break- 
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ing out of this matter, I abode in the mind of giving way to my own feel¬ 
ings, and saying to them, “ Brethren, we have abiden now for so many years 
in love and unity, never, or hardly once, dividing on any question, that, 
rather than cause divisions which I see cannot be avoided, I will take my 
leave of you, and betake myself to other quarters, and other labours in the 
church. And do you seek out for some one to come and stand in my room, 
and to go in and out before this great people and rule over them, for I can 
no longer be faithful to God and preserve the body in peace and unity. I 
cannot find in my heart to grieve you: let me alone, and entreat me not; I 
will go and preach the Gospel in other parts, whither God may call me.” 
In this mood, which these men would call honest and honourable, which I 
call selfish and treacherous to my Lord and Master, I did abide for the 
greater part of the most important day of my life, whereof the evening was 
to determine this great question; but the Lord shewed me before the hour 
came, He shewed me, with whom alone I took counsel in the secret place 
of my own heart, that I was not a private man to do what liked me best, 
but the Pastor of a church, to consider their well-being, and the minister of 
Christ to whom I must render an account of my stewardship. I put away 
the temptation, and went up in the strength of the Lord to contend with 
the men whom I loved as my own bowels; and to tell them face to face, 
that I would displease every one of them, yea and hate every one of them 
if need should be, rather than flinch one iota from my firm and rooted pur¬ 
pose to live and die for Jesus. 

God only knows the great searchings of heart which there have been 
within me for the divisions of the kirk-session and flock of the National 
Scotch Church. But they have rooted and grounded me in my standing 
as a Pastor, which I had understood, but never practised before, and in the 
subordinate standing of an elder, which is very little understood in the 
Church of Scotland, whereof I am a minister. And they have knit me to 
my flock in a bond which cannot be broken until God do break it. I 
preferred my duty as a Pastor to my feelings as a man, and abode in my 
place. And what hath the faithfulness and bounty of my God yet done? 
Within six months thereafter, by the preaching of the word, and the wit¬ 
ness of the Spirit, there were added two hundred members to the church; 
not a few of whom were converted from the very depths of immorality and 
vice, to become holy and God-fearing men: and as I sat yesterday in my 
vestry for nearly five hours examining applicants for the liberty of sitting 
down with my contemned and rejected church, I thought within myself, 
“Ah! it was good thou stoodest here in the place where the Lord had 
planted thee, and wentest not forth from hence at the bidding of thiue own 
troubled heart. Behold what a harvest God hath given thee in this time 
of shaking. Wait on thy Lord, and be of good courage, commit thy way 
unto him; trust also in him, and he will bring it to pass.” 

These were my thoughts, I do assure you, no farther gone than yester¬ 
day, when I sat wearied out with the number and weight of the cases 
which were brought before me in my pastoral vocation. And for your 
encouragement, O ye ministers of Christ, who sit here in judgment, that 
ye may labour with good hope in this city, through good report and 
through bad report, and that ye may not put your bands rashly upon the 
man of God, and the work of God, I do give you to wit that by my 
labours in this city, not hundreds but thousands, at least upwards of a 
thousand, have been converted by my ministry, and I feel an assurance 
that, let men do their utmost to prevent it, thousands more will yot by 
the same feeble and worthless instrument, be brought into the fold of the 
Father, out of which no power shall be able to pluck them. 
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I have no bargain with these trustees. I am not their pensioner, nor 
bound to them by any obligation, nor indebted to them in any matter, 
that they should charge dishonesty upon me. I am another man's ser 
v&nt, another man’s debtor. Their debtor indeed I am to preach to them 
the Gospel, and to guide them as their Pastor into the way of righteous 
ness. If this deed to which they have obliged themselves, compel them 
to raise an action against me before this presbytery, then let them do it, 
and leave the issue to the competent judges; but do not let them dare lo 
accuse their minister as a dishonest man, because he sees it his duty to 
his Master to abide where his Master hath placed him, and where he hath 
offended neither against the ordinances of God, nor the covenants of man. 
And, on the other hand, if any trustee should see that in raising such an 
action, he doth offend against the laws of his God, then let him not do 
it, and abide the consequences. For it is better to lose the right hand 
and the right eye both, than knowingly to offend against God. No action 
of a man in times past can bind him up in the time to come, that he 
should not always be at liberty to serve God. 

But this is not the place for handling these questions; and I conclud 
this topic of my ad\ ersary’s speech, by solemnly charging the presbytery 
that they be not beguiled into such short and summary views of the ques¬ 
tion before them. It is a question of deposition, the deposition of a min¬ 
ister from those rights which, as a minister, belong to him. Now ye know 
well what an onerous thing it is accounted by Christ and his church, ih x 
a minister should be deposed by a presbytery. Remember I am a man of 
unblemished character: there is no charge against me of any kind; but 
the very contrary, the testimony of the other party to my blameless and 
faultless conversation amongst them unto this day. When this presb>t^ry 
rashly charged a book of mine with heresy, these very men, many of them, 
did come forward of their own accord to repel the charge, and vindicate 
me against a thousand malicious reports, as a true and faithful and ortho¬ 
dox minister of Christ. 

And bear ye in mind that ye are not at liberty to take up any matter 
but that which is exhibited in the charge of the trustees. Ye have me 
legally Ixjfore yon, not in your character of a presbytery, but of referees 
under this deed; in that character, and that only, have you any power 
against me. The question is simply, whether I, a pastor, shall be dejx^sed 
from the church, and deprived of my rights as a minister of Christ, be¬ 
cause I have permitted that to take place in my church, which all the 
evidence upon your table concurreth to testify is the speaking of the 
Comforter, whom Christ promised as being to abide with his church for 
ever, to lead her into all truth, and to shew her things to come. Is lids 
enough to incur deposition! Give heed to the question which is l>efore 
you: as pastors having the hearts of pastors, as elders having the btarts 
of elders, can you conclude this day that a brother elder and pastor shall 
be deposed because he hath suffered the voice of the Comforter to be 
heard in the church! 

This is the question which these men by indictment and by testimony 
have laid upon your table; it is before you, a presbytery of the church of 
Christ; and remember ye, that it is not in a corner, but in this, the chief- 
est city of the world, before all Christendom, yea before all nations, before 
the great Head of the Church, yea and before the throne of the Majesty of 
God on high, that these matters are to be adjudicated, and this issue to be 
tried and determined; namely, whether a blameless and unblemished man 
shall have the last censure of the church pronounced upon him, and be de¬ 
posed from his ministerial office, because he has allowed the voice of the 
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Holy Ghost to be heard in his church; for I maintain, and it is in evi¬ 
dence on the table of the court, that it is the voice of the Holy Ghost that 
speaketh in the church. Ah! there never was such an issue before any 
court, abstract justice alone being considered, as is now before this court; 
where a body of trustees, stepping out of their proper place, have impugned 
their minister, placed over them by the great Head of the Church, of a 
criminal act, in permitting God to speak in his own house, and you a body 
of ministers and elders, acting under Christ fctr God, are called to give 
sentence. 

And here I must set aside a poor and pitiful evasion with which they 
would seek to beguile you from seeing the greatness of the issue which is 
this day joined between the parties. With great appearance of helpless 
meekness, they come forward and say, that they cannot help themselves; 
they cannot avoid the responsibility imposed on them by the trust-deed; 
and they come up seeking from the presbytery to be delivered from the 
dilemma in which they stand, being alike content which ever way it be 
determined, so that they have exonerated themselves of their duty to their 
trust. 

To this I answer, with all plainness of speech, that they have altogether 
forgotten their place, through the deceitfulness of their own heart; and, 
being supported by the force of public opinion, have gone aside from their 
trust, which hath nothing to do either with discipline or with doctrine, or 
with ordinances of any kind, but simply with this matter of fact, whether 
the minister be of the Church of Scotland, and the worship be according to 
the constitution of that church. Leaving which they have dared to bring 
me before the presbytery, for changing no ordinance, for breaking down no 
constitution, for denying no point of orthodox doctrine, for abolishing no 
rule of discipline; and what business have they to interfere at all? I 
pronounce them daring intermeddlers with my sacred function, which I 
will not yield up to any man; and if you have any honour of your office, or 
resentment of impertinent intrusion, you will send these men back again 
from your reverend bar, with an injunction to distinguish better hereafter 
between the office of a trustee over a building, and the oversight of the 
great Head of the Church over the angels of the churches, whom he liold- 
eth in his right hand. If I have not been guilty of a gross, yea of a capital 
offence against my ministerial standing, these men have no case: they have 
no business here; they grieve me and they grieve you alike, by their 
impertinent forsaking of their trust to meddle in things which are too high 
for them. 

It is yours to teach trustees what their place is; and if you do not give 
them this lesson with all faithfulness, you shall, in the just visitation of 
God, be trodden and trampled upon by the men who attend to the secula- 
rities of your several chapels. I charge you by the duty which you owe to 
those men, as well as to me, and to yourselves; I charge you by the sacred 
immunities of the ministerial office, by the sacredness of covenants, by the 
bands of justice, by the appointments of Jesus Christ, the Head of the 
Church, and by the ordinances of Almighty God, that ye be not deceived 
by such wily words, but that you bear upon your heart, and in your 
mind, what au awful issue it is that ye are called upon this day to 
decide. 

Ye shall not surely escape the consequences of this day’s judgment, if ye 
should entertain these men's complaint against their minister, and remove 
me from the church where I abide in all faithfulness to the Lord. They 
will cleave to you while you live, they will cleave also to your flocks, and 
chiefly will they cleave to this ecclesiastical court. Ye will be borne a 
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while upon the gale of public opinion; you will please yourselves with 
idea of having put down a delusion of Satan, and honours may fail upon y u 
from your superiors in the church: but when you shall see the 9park which 
you have sought to smother burst out into a flame, mighty to consume you 
and all opposers of the Spirit of God; when ye find that cloud, about t! * 
bigness of a man’s hand, which ye scoffed and mocked at, over-spread t ‘if 
heavens, and pour down the torrents of the latter rain to fertilize the eart.i 
when you see these despised fanatics grow into the mighty wiines-cs of 
God, who have power to shut heaven that it rain not in the day- ' 
their prophecy, and to turn waters into blood, and to smite the ear.; 
with plagues as often as they will; in what light will ye ap; ar w 
the men whom ye have misled from the beginning of the glorious v>o. 
which ye thought too mean to give heed to, though it hath been pres<c ■. 
upon you by every consideration by which men can be moved? 0*> 

I am not careful for myself; but truly I am very careful for you, that 
you may not err in this great question which you are called upon to 
decide. 

The next charge made against me—for, instead of answering my spee v 
the gentleman hath raised against me a series of the most momentois 
charges—is expressed in these words: u He begged to call the attention el 
the Reverend defender to the solemn Confession of Faith which he had signed, 
he believed, without any mental reservation; though he had told them 
that if he had believed the signing of it would have prevented him preach¬ 
ing any thing which he thought was right, he would not have signed it 
Having been ordained a minister of the Church of Scotland, he had de¬ 
clared the Confession of Faith, ratified by law in the year 1690, to be the 
confession of his faith, and that he owned the doctrine therein contained 
to be the true doctrine which he would constantly adhere unto.” And if 
these words mean any thing, their meaning is, that in virtue of having sub¬ 
scribed to tho Westminster Confession of Faith, my hands are bound up 
from permitting the voice of the Comforter from being heard in the church 
whereof I am the Pastor. 

It were sufficient to ask in what place of that Confession is that inter¬ 
dict laid upon me, and so to wait fora reply; for none was quoted in proof 
of so grave a charge. I am sure that no such injunction is to be found 
in the standards of the Westminster, or any other, divines since the world 
began. At most, all t hat could be produced out of these books "is the de¬ 
claration of the fact, that the extraordinary gifts had ceased in the church, 
and with them the extraordinary offices, in opposition to the Romanists, 
who maintained that they were still present. But waiving this question of 
fact, which hath nothing to do with the matter, and upon which I am very 
much at one with them; where is the declaration that Almighty God 
neither would nor could ever again raise up these offices, by again commu 
nicating these gifts to the church ? If there be any such declaration in the 
Westminster Confession, let them produce it; but till they produce it. I 
hold their insinuation to be no better than a gratuitous and empty assertion 
of their own, dishonouring me in your eyes, and tending to turn justice 
from its course. 

And supposing that there were such a declaration in that Confession. I 
would immediately countervail it with the Declaration in the Second Book 
of Discipline, that these extraordinary offices of Evangelist, Prophet, and 
Apostle, God for extraordinary purposes might again raise up. And I 
would add, that the Westminster books were to be taken as in nothing pv- 
judicial to the form of sound words, and the canonB of discipline originally 
agreed upon by the Scottish Church, when she was ordering the house of 
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God in that realm according to his word, and under no misleading views of 
uniformity with the English Presbyterians. 1 then would say the office of 
the prophet hath been revived of God, to meet the extraordinary emergen¬ 
cies of these times, wherein the whole of Christendom is receiving a last 
warning from the God of mercy, before meeting him as the God of judg¬ 
ment and revenge. The same is in testimony upon your table, out of the 
months of my accusers; and I call upon this presbytery of ministers and 
elders of the Scotch Church to examine whether it be so or not. Such is 
the firm basis of ecclesiastical as well as of Scriptural doctrine on which I 
have to rest this cause. 

But while I do thus argue for the truth's sake, and for the honour 
of our standards, which, be they what they may, have been most 
unjustly forced to do service in this cause against the Holy Ghost, I 
am far from assenting to the doctrine which was stated in your hear¬ 
ing, and hath been vented by some of yourselves concerning the obli¬ 
gation involved in subscribing of articles; and, in a few words, I de¬ 
sire to expose the fallacy and evil tendency of the views on this sub¬ 
ject, which I find to prevail almost universally in the minds of honest 
men. 

They seem to regard the Confession of Faith as the pillar and ground of 
the church; whereas the church itself is the pillar and ground not of the 
confession only, but of the truth itself. The church hath no basis but the 
living and glorified Jesus, who is the fulness of the Godhead, and the Head 
of his body the church; from whom nothing can divide our allegiance in 
the least, no not for a moment. Every book which the church hath at any 
time stamped with its authority, the same church doth stand above and 
not beneath, to take away its authority if it please, to let it fall into disuse, 
or entirely to abolish it The book doth not stand over the persons, but 
the persons over the book. But most of the members of my session, and 
I perceive also of this presbytery, and even of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, think that the church resteth wholly upon the basis of 
the Westminster Confession, and is cemented with that band; which is to 
sell both Christ and his people into the hands of a body of men who lived 
and acted some two hundred years ago. 

A confession of faith, issued by any minister or body of ministers, is 
good as their testimony for the truth against error, and may be adopted 
by the church as a landmark in the midst of the wilderness of man's 
opinions: but the church may not impose it upon men as an obligation 
God-ward, seeiog every thing of that kind God hath himself written and 
preserved in the Holy Scriptures. When 1 subscribe to it, 1 add my name 
to those that have gone before me, declaring that I believe the things which 
are written therein, and, as an honest man, will do and say nothing to the 
prejudice of what I believe. But my liberty as Christ’s free man, my pre¬ 
rogative as Christ’s minister and guardian of truth, remain unimpaired and 
unimpeached; for their existeth no power upon the earth which dareth to 
meddle with these, whereof the church is the guardian, but in nowise the 
maker, or the mender, or the abolisher. And after subscribing that confes¬ 
sion, I am just as much at liberty to compare and examine all its doctrines 
as before; and, finding fault in any of them, I am beholden unto Christ 
and to the church to point out the same, and have it set to rights. And 
this I ought to do in all places, but especially in that corner of the vineyard 
committed to my care, among the people over whose souls I watch, in the 
meetings of the elders, of the ministers, in the synods and assemblies of the 
church. For, as hath been said, the person is above the book, and not the 
book above the person. It is not so with the word of God, just because it 
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is God’s word: it is so with every word of man, because it is man's wore 
for that man is not under man, but under God. 

The ecclesiastical courts in Scotland have, during the last three year, 
held more false doctrine and judged more wicked judgments on this man*:r 
and more grieved God and Christ, and the generation of his children, tlu 
did the Council of Trent; and I would sooner far be exiled from my lc 
land, and excommunicated from my mother church, ay, and mewed r: 
my life in the dungeons of the Inquisition, than seal to such dt*etr\ne. 
take part in such judgments, against which I ever have lifted up. and oo* 
again do lift up, my solemn protestation, as outrageous Popery, sao Ur.fn 
with the name of common honesty. 

The reason why such treasonable doctrine findeth currency amon: ? 1 ? 
ignorant, as nothing else than common honesty, is because they tu'nk 
a confession of faith is like the charter of a corporation, and the si jriiv o 1 
it by a minister is as an apprentice signing his indenture: they think it 1 * 
lik i* a deed of copartnery, to violate which is a distinct infraction of hone 
ratified by positive covenants. And the clergy, instead of teaching them 
better, know in general no better themselves, and head the hue and or, 
against every enlightened and sound churchman who declareth the t 
doctrine as laid down above. And so it is, that after all manner of a fo¬ 
ment and expostulation, I am content for Christ’s sake to lose my cLarr - 
ter, and sit down under the foul charge of being a dishonest man. : s 
while T am content to lose it, 1 will do all I can to keep it; and therefore 
I make no hesitation in declaring before you, that I subscribed the 0«mis¬ 
sion without any mental reservation or partial interpretation, having care¬ 
fully read it, and pondered it, and consulted the minister of the parish 
when I stood in doubt. 

In subscribing it, I honestly declared it to be the confession of my fa::' . 
and never at any time did say or meditate any thing to its hurt. Mot, 
being a Christian and a Protestant, I subscribed it as itself directeth, e< c 
as being absolute truth, self-vouching, but truth under the correction - f 
the Holy Scriptures, whereto it desireth to be brought for examinatn >\ 
and by which I ever will try it. Indeed 1 have, since I subscribed it, 
thought little about the matter, being intent altogether upon the right 
knowledge and declaration of God’s mind, as contained in the Holy Scrip¬ 
tures. Only I have made it a rule to read it in the hearing of the church, 
once or twice in a year; which I am resolved to do no more, because it is 
the word of fallible man, and not of the living God. Yet do 1 not feel 
burdened by having subscribed it, but walk in great liberty with respect 
to it; keeping it far, far in the back ground of my mind, neither troubling 
myself nor my people concerning it Only when I have had to handle a 
matter controverted, I have taken it as evidence of what the church thought 
upon the subject in that day. 

I grieve over the bondage and dishonesty of my brethren in these times: 
their bondage, in declaring that a man’s preaching should be guided by the 
Confession, as if he were a preacher of man’s word, aud not of God’s word; 
as if the Westminster Confession were to say to the Holy Ghost in the 
preacher, “ Hitherto ahalt thou come, and no farther;”—their hypocrisy, in 
that, saying thus, not one of them ever hath acted or ever doth act upon it; 
forasmuch as I believe that no book in the English language hath been 
more out of the mind of preachers in the pulpit or in the closet, than the 
Westminster Confession of Faith, whereof, till it became a convenient 
weapon for dashing out the brains of faithful ministers, far more than half 
of the clergy were ignorant despisers, or hearty haters. Ob, the hypocrisy, 
the seven-fold hypocrisy of this generation of churchmen! I abhor tin* 
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hypocrisy with which they perpetrate their wickedness, far more than the 
wickedness itself. They lovers of the Westminster Confession of Faith 
forsooth! A great part of them know nothing about it, and a still greater 
part heartily dislike it. Oh, I know Scotland too well, and have looked 
into the bosom of its priesthood too narrowly, to be taken with that cant 
about the Confession. 

But what, it may be said, hath this to do w r ith the matter in hand? It 
is the spontaneous boiling up of my indignation against the mummery 
which they have set up in order to catch the honest-minded people of this 
land in their snares, and carry their verdict along with them in the perse¬ 
cution of the most worthy men which the Church of Scotland hath for long 
ages produced; yea men in some of whom the primitive gifts of the pro¬ 
phet and the evangelist have been revived. My heart boileth, and fury 
cometh into my face, when I think of the way in which the people have 
been hounded on to the slaughter of the most famous men in the congre¬ 
gation. But a higher end than the expression of my indignation and shame 
moveth me in what I have said concerning the treasonable doctrine advanced 
to you respecting confessions of faith. It is my firm and rooted conviction, 
that, by these acts of setting up the book of men in judgment over Christ’s 
ministers, as they have done, and by insisting that no evidence should be 
grounded upon the Scriptures, as ye have doue, both ye and they have 
sealed yourselves Babylon, and have set up the abomination which maketh 
desolate in the holy place. 

For what is your Confession, taken at the best, but the skilful device of 
man’s wit; with all its doctrines and its canons, with all its distinctions 
and divisions, what is it but the device of man? and when ye set it in 
the pulpit and in the place of judgment, in the house of God and in the 
meetings of elders, what is it but your idol, the image of jealousy, your 
drag and net to which you sacrifice your sons and daughters, yea the 
rulers and chief men of the Lord’s congregation? I believe, by the way in 
which you and they have set up that book of about two hundred years’ 
standing, in the place of and above God’s word, ye have done an act 
which, if not repented of, will seal you up in darkness and in deadness, 
in apostasy and the worship of Antichrist. And being myself the head 
of a congregation, and a standard-bearer in the church, I do solemnly 
denounce you as in arms against the King, and lead forth my squadron 
from the midst of you, to do battle no longer by your side; but against 
you, until you do change your ensign, and fight under the banner of the 
word of God. 

Do I therefore secede or separate myself and my church from the 
Church of Scotland? verily no: but from a degenerate race of her rulers, 
who are unworthy of the name, and have sold themselves to do iniquity 
with greediness, and to draw sin as with a cart rope. The church of 
Christ, within the realm of Scotland, is now of at least 1600 years’ stand¬ 
ing, and subsisted in great glory before the stream of the Reformation, in 
tildes when her children went forth and planted the Gospel in the dark 
regions of the world, amidst the fierce aud unconquered nations who over¬ 
whelmed the Roman empire; when her ministers went forth into the 
court of Christian emperors, and warned them against the bishop of Rome, 
and watched and exposed him, and denounced him the enemy of Christ, in 
all the nations of Christendom. 

I am a minister of that church which received into its bosom the per¬ 
secuted Britons fleeing from the murderous decrees of Dioclesian, which 
received the Culdees from Ireland, and maintained her independence of 
Rome for centuries after the other churches had sold themselves into 
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bondage. Nor do I disparage the work of Knox and the Reformer*, wb-zi. 
I set it down as but the brazen age of the church, now degenerated into 
the age of iron. And this age of iron was, I think, introduced by that 
same Westminister Confession, which received royal authority at the 
lutioo. Knox, and the men of bis time, raised up a noble protests! on 
against the Papacy, and ordered the cbnrch according to righteousness in 
her discipline, and in her doctrine coming behind none of the Reformed 
churches. Put the Reformers were too intent upon the mere negation of 
Popery, and upon the emancipation of the civil estate of kings and peoples, 
upon leagues and covenants constructed for the preservation of what they 
had made good. They lacked discernment in the truth of God; tht y 
digged not deep enough in the Holy Scriptures; they saw not the glonov; 
privileges of the church, her spiritual gifts and supernatural endowment , 
the coming and kingdom of the Lord, and the blessed offices of the ever¬ 
present Comforter. 

I am in nowise fettered by their shortcomings, and I have no homage t ,• 
offer at their shrines; but in my liberty of Christ's freeman, in my preroe. 
tive of Christ’s minister, I am intent upon the knowledge and faith of at! 
the truth written in his holy word, and do perceive a work arising into 
view which will far surpass the work of Reformation, and bring back the 
best day8 of the church. I make no doubt that the Lord is hearing the 
prayers and rewarding the labours of his servants, and bringing to pass ail 
the promises of the glory of the latter day. Ye are this day either to aist 
yourselves for or against this blessed work; either to stand with it and 
prosper, or to stand against it and be overwhelmed. Small are its begin¬ 
nings, but faith apprehendeth its great and glorious ending. The cloud, 
like a man's hand hath appeared; and the heavens shall soon be black 
with clouds, the earth moistened with rain, and all her fields clothed with 
plenty. 

Having thus followed the reply of the complainers, topic by topic, I 
trust you will permit me to add one word in conclusion, in order to 
express what I feel towards them, the prosecutsrs, and towards you, the 
judges in this cause. Though they know it not, and are far from thinking 
it, I know and feel, and declare that they are enemies of the cross *>f 
Christ in that which they have done; and if they persist in it, they mnst 
draw down upon themselves the wrath and indignation of Almighty God. 
My counsel to them, therefore, is instantly to withdraw their suit out of court, 
as they wish to prosper in this world, and in that which is to come. And 
this request I make of them the more earnestly, because I do not feel that 
I am personally much concerned in it They have impeached me of 
nothing, but have spoken both courteously and honourably of me in the 
hearing of this court, and on all other occasious. It is the work of the 
Holy Ghost, which they have set themselves against, whereof I am but a 
poor instrument to justify and defend it; and against the rights and dignity 
of the Christian ministry, in my person represented, they have conspired 
together, under the pretended sanction of a trust-deed. 

Enemies they are in this act of the Lord Jesus Christ and of the Holy 
Ghost; whose enemies I may not take for my friends, but as enemies must 
henceforth regard them. For I hold it to be the sacrifice of God's honour 
upon the altar of worldly prudence, or personal courtesy, for any servant 
of the Lord to call one who is actively setting himself against God, by any 
other name than his enemy, and as Buch to entreat him. I cannot any more 
give to these men the right hand of fellowship, or go forward in company 
with them to any work. Until they repent of their sin. and turn themselves 
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unto the Lord with confession and contrition, I roust hold them for my 
enemies, because they are risen up against my King. And thus also must 
1 carry myself to all those ministers and elders of the church who have 
risen up against God’s truth in my native land, and smitten from the altar 
where they ministered the chosen ones of God’s priesthood. It is a vain 
thing and a wicked to make distinctions between my personal friends and 
God’s; neither will I do it any more, being mindful of the example of 
Christy and of the words spoken of him by the Holy Ghost in the Book of 
Psalms: “Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate thee; and am not I 
grieved with those that rise up against thee? I hate them with perfect 
hatred: I count them mine enemies” (Psalm cxxxix. 21, 22). 

I would that the trustees, my brethren, heretofore my friends, and most 
of them of my flock, might not be offended in this, because I love them 
not the less; for my enemies I have learned to love, and for them I desire 
at all times to be able to die. But whatever offence it may cause them, it 
is better to offend man than to offend God. I bear them no malice, but 
contrariwise love; and the first act in which that love doth shew itself, is 
an act of honest testimony, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ, 
and are entered on a course of withstanding the Holy Ghost, which will 
bring them to perdition, if they return not from it to serve the living 
and true God, whose voice in his church they are this day combined to 
suppress. I could fall down before them, and beseech them, yea I could 
weep before them, and wash their feet with my tears, for the love I bear 
their souls, and their wives and their little ones, if only I might thereby 
prevail to turn them back from their pernicious ways. If by any thing 
which I bave spoken, I Lave caused them grief and sorrow, I rejoice if 
their grief be for the sin they have done in moving for authority to cast 
out the Spirit and the Minister of the Lord Jesus Christ ; but if, which I 
rather fear, it be only the natural shame of having their evil deeds exposed 
which grieveth them, I pray them to look away from the eye of man to the 
eye of God, which is this day bended upon them with looks of mingled 
anger and mercy. In no way could they have so grieved and offended 
Him as in this which they have taken; but still there is mercy, if they 
will repent of their sins, and lie low in the dust before Him. 

I am much troubled in spirit for you, oh my brethren! who have now 
become my enemies, though you all plentifully and joyfully partook of the 
spiritual bread which I have long broken in the midst of you. Oh ye have 
grievously offended me, ye have grievously offended your God. Seek re¬ 
pentance, and withdraw this evil suit from the court of the presbytery. I 
will not cease to pray that God would grant yon repentance unto the ac¬ 
knowledgment of the truth, otherwise ye will surely perish in your sins. 
I say it again, ye know it not, but surely ye are the enemies of the Lord 
your God in this matter. 

And now to you, O ministers and elders of the presbytery, before whom 
God hath condescended to take witness, and to plead in this cause, bring¬ 
ing before you four of the orders in his church, a minister, a prophet, an 
elder, and a deacon, and through their lips testifying in your ears that He 
hath returned in grace and mercy to his church, and is speaking in the 
midst thereof by the mouth of the Holy Ghost. Reckon ye that He hath 
put upon you an honour, and shown you a love whereof ye are altogether 
unworthy; because he is gracious, and his mercy endureth for ever. You 
have wearied him in times past with your iniquities, whereof I stand here 
a witness, rejeoted from amongst yon, for holding and publishing abroad 
the most glorious truths of his Incarnation in this our fallen flesh ; and ya 
have this day added a still greater provocation, in that ye liave refused 
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with one voice to permit a question of the mo6t awful importance fr -m 
be-i itir judged according to His most holy word. 

Fain would 1 that you might revoke with shame sod sonow that un- 
preredentod act of contempt towards the Word of your God, which be d^*tJ 
magnify al*ove all his name; in order that you might enter with pure 
hands and a clean heart into the judgment of this mighty issue. Do no: 
glore it over to the eye of your conscience by saying, as your moderator did 
that it was for the honour of the standards, and not against the wo^d o: 
God, ye stood up. There was no mention of the standards in my lips, ik-i 
thought ot them in my mind : no one was calliug them in question. 1 
did but ask whether the thing manifested in our church answer* d to the 
tiling written of in the Scriptures ; when, lion-like, ye rushed with c u 
mouth upon me as if I had appealed to Satan’s oracles. It was a ldarfd 
deed, and being gravely deliberate, for you submitted it as a question to * ^ 
court, and heard their opinions serinthu, it is the most black record G 
wickedness which this day the eye of heaven doth look upon; a gratuitous 
insult to the word of our God, and a planting in the stead thereof tue 
abomination that maketh desolate. For the most excellent work of mea, 
yea, and of God himself, when planted in the place and stead of his word, 
in the holy place of judgment and ecclesiastical government, bccometh 
straightway the abomination which maketh desolate. 

1 cannot sutler you to pass on to judgment without beseeching you to 
revoke that gratuitous insult to your God. How else can you expect the 
Holy Ghost to sit in council with you, without whom you are no presby¬ 
tery of the church of Christ? And how can we expect that in the thing 
which is questioned, ye will give impartial justice, if in the thing that is 
unquestioned ye do offer deliberate insult unto your God? There m;:y be 
a question even with pious but uninformed minds, whether these be the 
very manifestations of the Holy Ghost; but no question is then*, or can 
there be. that this book is the word of God. And if ye refuse rcvereire 
and weight of any sort in this cause, to these undoubted oracles oi God, 
how can ye give any weight to the testimony of men however clear, to the 
pleading of a man however strong? Nor doth it matter to me though I 
should get your verdict ou my side, if at the same sitting my God should 
get a verdict against Him. 1 cannot, I will not rejoice; I must sit d< wn 
by the rivers of Babylon, and weep over the miserable fall and ruin of 
those with whom I went in company to the house of God, and took sweet 
counsel together. Why will ye thus, for no cause, grieve the Spirit of 
your God? Why will ye trample his laws and his statutes, which make 
the simple wise, under your feet? Who will thank you for that? The 
Scottish Reformers will repudiate you from their company with horror; 
and all Christian men of this day will do likewise; and your flocks voi 
pine and perish: and all honest men will wonder and be amazed when ti^y 
hear, that out of a court of judgment, the word of God was cast wilfully 
and deliberately; that the court where it was done was a court of Christ’s 
church, and the occasion when they were sitting in judgment, the work of 
the Holv Ghost, by whom that book was giveu for the guide and measure 
of his operations. 

I am indeed amazed and astonied at you; I am ashamed and terribly 
afraid; I could almost arise and run for my life from beneath the roof 
which overcanopied the perpetrators of such a wickedness. It is not to be 
reckoned up; the sum of it is only surpassed by the mercy and forgiveness 
of our God, where I do cast you with prayers and supplications and strong 
cryings, that it might not be reckoned against you. Oh, it is such a blind 
as will entirely cover up justice, which ever way the presbytery may decide. 
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But oh! I cannot think of your deciding against me; I cannot entertain 
the thought of it It goes to my heart to put the supposition. Not 
because it is against me, but because it is against the truth; it is not I 
that am decided against, but it is you the pastors and elders of churches 
that are decided against; you stand as the representatives of the congre¬ 
gation, and if you err, the judgment falleth on the congregation and the 
church; for Christ holdeth the angel as the representative of the church. 
Far be such evil from my brethren; from my enemies far be it. By dismis¬ 
sing the complaint the trustees entertain no loss, they have exonerated 
their conscience as they plead, and there is no evil done to any one. 

But oh! I set no store by these considerations, I would not mention 
consequences in such an issue: I have not done the part of a pleader, nor 
will do it, save to plead for the word and Spirit of God. I do merely 
point to the opposite consequences of entertaining or rejecting the com¬ 
plaint ; but, lest any one may think that I am doing the part of a special 
pleader, I put that away. Show me what I have done contrary to the word 
of God, contrary to the office of a miuister of Christ, contrary even to the 
standards of the church; then show that the offence is of such a magnitude 
as cannot otherwise be healed than by deposition, and without troubling 
you I will contentedly go forth. There is no complaint here of eiders 
or deacons, or flock or congregation, concerning their souls, or my minis¬ 
try', but simply of the trustees over a building. And what have they 
instructed in evidence, but that I have permitted the Holy Ghost’s voice 
to be heard in the church, without prejudice to any person, or to any 
ordinance? 

That you should entertain such a complaint, that you should justify it, 
that you should ratify it, I cannot endure to think, and cannot speak under 
that supposition. Wherefore I do just leave it in the hands of God, and 
in the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church, to do with 
me and ray flock and congregation what he pleaseth; but never, never, O 
God! and oh, thou Head of the church! never suffer this court of ministers 
and elders, for their own souls’ sake, for any advantage, even though it 
were to gain the whole earth, to decide that the voice of thy Spirit shall 
not be heard in thy church. Amen. 

The Moderator , to justify the conduct of the presbytery, in preventing 
the defender from appealing to the Holy Scriptures, quoted an analogous 
case in the decision of the General Assembly, in the case of Mr. Campbell 
of Row, a deposed minister, who was appealing to the Scriptures, instead 
of justifying his doctrine by the standards of the church, and was 
stopped by the court, who ruled that to be an incompetent line of 
defence. And he called on the Reverend defender to disclaim the general 
charge brought against the presbytery, stating at the same time that the 
defender had throughout his defence been permitted, through their courtesy, 
to refer to the Scriptures. 

Mr. Irving. I will not retract that which is a fact in the remem¬ 
brance of all persons who were present, against which I took a solemn pro¬ 
test, and which is now gone forth to the world. The matter of fact was 
this: I put a question^ to the witness, whether the thing seen in our 
church answered to what he found in the Scriptures concerning tongues 
and prophesying. It was said to be an improper line of defence, because 
the standards of the church, and not the Scriptures, were the things to 
appeal to; and you went into a long argument on the question. I then 
said I would submit it to*the court; and the court, with one consent, up¬ 
held you, and prevented me appealing to the Scriptures. I say that 
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is not a misstatement, as God, and all honest people present will bear me 
witnesa 1 ask an apology, in the presence of this people, for the imputa¬ 
tion of false statement which yon have laid against me. 

The Mo'lerator, in answer, said he did not attempt to deny that tb* 
presbytery had overruled the Reverend defender in appealing to the S' rip- 
tores when cross-examining witnesses. 

In the evening the presbytery again met, and after the members bad de¬ 
livered their opinions, seriatim , the Moderator read the judgment of th* 
presbytery, which was, “That the presbytery, having seriously and delibe¬ 
rately considered the complaint, and the evidence adduced, together with tii« 
statement of the Rev. E. Irving, do find that the charges in the said com¬ 
plaint are lolly proved.’ 1 


I have read over these sheets, and corrected my speech in reply. The 
former speech I did not see till after it was printed off; and I perceive as 
imperfect thought here and there, incident to extempore speaking and short¬ 
hand reporting; but it is substantially correct. The notes, taken by a 
friend, from which I corrected my second speech, were much less per 
feet, and I had to work a good deal from memory in filling them 
up; so that some things I may have added to what was said, and some 
things omitted that were spoken. Other reports of the trial I cannot 
vouch for: there is no substantial error in this one, that I have noticed. 

EDWARD IRVING. 
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APPENDIX, 


No. I. 

Letter from, Mr. Irving to the Trustees, dated Nov. 22, 1831, touching the Method 
adopted by him in ordering the recent Manifestations of the Gift of Prophecy. 

My dear Friends, 

I think it to be my duty to inform you exactly concerning the order which I have 
established in the public worship of the church, for taking in the ordinance of pro 
pheaying, which it hath pleased the Lord, in answer to our prayers, to bestow upon 
us. Tito Apostle Paul, in the fourteenth chapter of the First Epistle to the Corinth 
ians, hath ordered, in the name and by the commandment (verse 37) of the Lord 
J eeus, that the prophets shall speak when the whole church is gather«*d together into 
one place, “ two or three” (ver. 23); and hath permitted that all the prophets may 
prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted (vers. 29—31); 
and he hath given instructions concerning the comely manner in which women shall 
prophesy, in chapter eleven of the name Epistle. Walking by this rule, I have ap¬ 
pointed for the present, that, immediately after the reading and exposition of the 
Scriptures by the minister, there shall be a pause for the witness of the Holy Ghost by 
the mouth of those to whom he hath been given (Acts v. 32); and the same have I ap¬ 
pointed hi be done after the sermon. And this I intend shall have place at all the public 
congregations of the church, because I believe it to be according to the comm&ndmeut 
of the blessed Lord by the mouth of the Apostle, and according to the practice of the 
church, so long as 9ne had prophets speaking bv the Holy Ghost in the midst of her. 

The Church of Scotland, at the time of the Reformation, turned her attention 
reverently to this standing order of the church of Christ, and appointed a weekly 
exercise for prophesying or interpreting of the Scriptures (First Book of Discipline, 
chapter xii.); expressly founded on and ordered by the fourteenth chapter of the Firat 
Epistle to the Corinthians, ** to the end thAt the kirk may judge whether they be able 
to serve to God’s glory, and to the profit of the kirk, in the vocation of the ministry', 
or not.” At that time they had adopted the prevalent but erroneous notion that the 
office of the apostle, of the evangelist, and of the prophet, are not perpetual, and now 
“have ceased in the kirk of God, except when it pleased God extraordinarily for a time 
to stir some of them up again.” (Second Book of Discipline, chapter ii.) God hath 
now proved that he both can and will raise up these offices again, having anointed 
many both amongst us and elsewhere, with the gift of prophesying, after the manner 
foretold in Isaiah xxviii. 11, fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, and particularly ordered 
in 1 Cor. xi. and xiv. These persons, having been fully proved at our daily morning 
exercise, and found to speak by the Spirit of God, I have, in obedience to the Apostle, 
and in the spirit of the Church of Scotland, permitted to exercise their gift in the con¬ 
gregation according to the order laid down above. 

Now, my dear brethren, it is well known to you, that, by the word of God, and by 
the rules of all well-ordered churches, and by the trust-deed of our church in particular, 
it lies with the angel or minister of the church to order in all things connected with 
the public worship and service of God. For this duty I am responsible to the great 
Head of the Church, and have felt the burden of it upon my conscience for many 
weeks past; but consulting for the feelings of others, I have held back from doing 
that which I felt to be my duty, and most profitable for the great edification of the 
church of Christ, over which the Lord hath set me. I desire to humble myself in his 
sight for having too long lingered to walk in the way of his express commandment; 
and having at last obeyed Him to whom we must all answer at the great day, I 
beseech yon, dearly beloved, to strengthen my hands, and uphold them as in times 
past ye have always been forward to do: but if you cannot see your way clearly to do 
this, I entreat you not to let or withstand, lest haply ye be found fighting against God. 
And the more, as it is expressly written in the only place where the method of pro¬ 
phesying in another tongue is mentioned, that it should be for a rest and refreshment 
to some, for a snare and stumbling unto many (Isaiah xxviii. 12, 13).—For the rest, 
dear brethren, I need only add, that if you should see it your duty to take any step 
towards the prohibition of this (as I have heard that some are minded to do, which 
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may G*mI for their own sake prevent, and for the sake of all concerned- * » 
nothing may be done till, after a friendly conference, between the *1 • ./ 

han.i, and myself, your minister, with some friends to assist me, on the r 

aa we have hitherto had good Christian fellowshi p tog ether we will do i.ur r*ar" < « 
moaiH, to preserve jt to the end, without oompnmag our truth end Yc~ 

‘t 6 8 ^ RCt, ° U Sf-T?* *? f^toneof you. dear ‘.rethren, . «nt 
the hrst part of a Treatise on the subject of the Baptism with the Holy fJWt, |..rv, 

Iswm " i’ nUa ; t ' 0 'V ,a , subject, which I beg you wiU accept a, a *Lll token i e 

esteem and gratitude of Your faithful and affectionate friend and minister, 

(Signed) Edward Iimyc 

Finally may the Lord guide you in upright judgment, and preserve vou UtmJ; 
unto the day of his appearing, and then receive you into his glory. Amen and atic: 


No. II. 

Utter from Mr. Irving, in reply to a Utter from the Trueteee, ineloting a Copy of (hi * 
Retolulvm. not topermU a Continuation of the Order to eetab l i ek ed 

My dear Brethren, London, Dec. 24, 1831. 

There is nothing which I would not surrender to yon, ovun to my life cxe r* * 
h.nder or retard in any way what I most clearly discern to be the'work of Li- 
Holy Spirit, which with heart and hand we must all further am we value ^’^u. 
of our immortal souls. I most solemnly warn you all, in the name of the M*-4 Hurt 
(rod, for no earthly consideration whatever, to gainsay or imp-xle the work L 
mg with tongues and prophesying, which Go<I had begun amongst ns, and whui 
answereth in all respect* both formally and spiritually, to the tiring promised m tb- 
S.-npturesto those who beheve; possessed in the primitive churehf andinucb 
for by us all. I will do every thing I can, dear brethren, to lead yon into the true, i j 
this matter; but God alone can give you to discern it, for it is a work of the Sur; 
and only spiritually discerned. It cannot but be with great detriment to tho church Vn* 
winch we watch, and much grieving to the Spirit of God, that any step* should U 
Ul en against it. And I do beseech you, as men for whose souls I watch, not to tab 
any. 1 cannot find liberty to deviate in any thing from the order laid down in 
my former ietter, received by the trustees the 22d of November; which is acconliw 
to the commandments of the Lord, and in nothing contradictory to the constitution* o» 
the Church of Scotland. And to that letter I refer the trStoee Z S»n 

SdgurlaLr l>rOCeedul «- FareweU: you in hi. hofyTejY 

Your affectionate and faithful friend and pastor, 

(Signed) Edward Ikvbo, 


No. III. 

Letter from Mr. Irving to the Trustees , in consequence of the Opinion of Counsel ta+- 
on behalf of the Trustees, being submitted to him. 

Mr dear Brethren, London, 13 Judd Place East, 28 th February, 1832 

I have read over the opinion of Sir Edward Sugden, which you were so kind v 
to submit to me, Mid I have taken a full week to consider of it. The principle on 
\ P!? erve of my ministerial character unimpaired, 

and to fulfil my office according to the word of God. If the trust-deed do fetter me 
therein, I knew it not when tike trust-deed was drawn, and am sure that it never wae 
w *•. For, certainly, I would not, to possess all the church* 

of this land, bind mvself one iota from obeying the Great Hoad and Bishop of the 
church. But, if it be so that you, the trustees, must act to prevent me and mv fWk 
from assembling to worship God according to the word of God in the house commixed 
mto your trust we vnll look unto our God for preservation and safe keepC f ^ 
well: may the Lord have you in his holy keeping. * ^ 

Your faithful and affectionate friend, 

(Signed) Edward Ikm.v; 
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No. IV. 

Letter from Mr. Irving to the Trustees, shortly before the Question submitted t» the 
Decision of the London Presbytery xoas bi'ouyht on. 

Mxk jjid Brethren, 

As a man, and the head of a family, bound to provide for himself and those of 
hia own house, I am enable* 1 of God to be perfectly indifferent to the issue of your 
deliberations this night, though it should go to deprive me of all my income and cast 
me—after ten years of hard service, upon the wide world, with my wife and my 
children—forth from a house which was built almost entirely upon the credit of my 
name, and primarily for my life enjoyment, where also the ashes of my children re¬ 
pose. 

As a minister of the Lord Jesus Christ, who hath been honoured of Him to brim: 
forth from obscurity a whole system of precious truth, and especially to proclaim t*. 
this land the glad and glorious tidings of Hia speedy coining, and strengthened of Him 
fco stand for the great bulwarks of the faith, ofttimes almost single and alone, I am still 
lees indifferent to the issue of this night’s deliberation, which can bring little addition 
to the burdens of one groaning under the reproach of ten thousand tongues in ten 
thousand ways put forth against his good and honourable name. For I am well 
assured that my God, whom I serve, and for whom I suffer reproach, will support and 
richly reward me, even though ye also should turn agamst me, whom the Lord set to 
be a defence and a protection round about me. As the pallor of a fi->ck, consisting of 
several hundreds of precious souls, and the minister of the word unto thousands 
weekly, yea, daily congregating unto our beautiful house, though it hath cost me man\ 
a pang, I am also entirely resigned to his will, and can cast them all upon his rich and 
bountiful providence who is the good Shepherd of the sheep, and doth carry the lambs 
in his bosom, and gently lead those who are great with young. On no account, there¬ 
fore, be ye assured, personal to myself as a man, as a minister of Cliriht, op as a pastor 
of his people, do I intrude myself upon your meeting this night, with this communica¬ 
tion; but, for your sakes I wait, even for yours, who are every one of you dear to my 
heart. Bear with me, then, the more patiently, seeing it is for your sakes I take up 
my pen to write. 

1 do you solemnly to wit, men and brethren, before Almighty God, the Heart- 
searcher, that whosoever lifteth a finger against the work which is proceeding in the 
church of Christ under my pastoral care, is rising up against the Holy Ghost: and 
I warn him, even with tears, to beware, and stand back, for he will assuredly bring 
upon himself the wrath and indignation of the God of heaven and earth if he dare to 
go forward. Many months of most pains-taking and searching observation, the most 
varied proofs of every kind taken with all the skill and circumspection which the Lord 
hath bestow'ed upon me; the substance of the doctrine, the character of the Spirit, and 
the form and circumstances of the utterances tried by the Holy Scriptures, and 
whatever remains most venerable in the traditions of the church, the present power 
and penetration of the word spoken over the souls of the most holy persons, with the 
abiding effects of edification upon hundreds who have come under my own personal 
knowledge; the nature of the opposition which, from a hundred quarters, most 
of them entirely indifferent, infidel, and atheistical, hath arisin against it, together 
with the effects which the opposition hath had upon the minds of honest and good per¬ 
sons who have stumbled at it, their haste and headiness, their unrest and trouble of 
mind; the attempt of Satan by mimicry of the work, and thrusting in upon it of seduc¬ 
ed and devil-possessed persons to mar it, and the jealous holiness with which God 
hath detected all these attempts, and watched over his own work to keep it from inter¬ 
mixture and pollution, and, above all. the testimony of the Holy Ghost in my own 
conscience, as a man serving God with my house, the discernment of the same Holy 
Ghost in me as a minister over his truth, and watchman over his people; all these, and 
many other things, which I am not careful to set out in order, or at large, seeing the 
time for argument is gone by, and the time for delivering a man’s soul is come, do 
leave not a shadow of doubt on my mind that the work which hath begun under the 
roof of our sanctuary, and which many of you are taking steps to prevent from pro¬ 
ceeding there, is the work op God, is verily the mighty work of God, the most sacred 
work of the Holy Ghost, which to blaspheme is to blaspheme the Holy Ghost, which 
to act against is to act against the Holy Ghost. This is the guil 4 'C the action you are 
proceeding in, whether there be sufficient cause for bringing down such a load upon 
your heads, dearly beloved brethren, judge ye. For my part I would rather, were I a 
trustee, lose all my property, ten times told, than move a finger in hindrance of 
this great work of God, which God calleth on you to further by all means in your 
power, and to abide the consequences of a prosecution, yea, ail consequences be- 
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twt cn life and death, rather than hinder. Oh, “ what it a man profits! if kt-gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul, or what shall a man give in exchange f<-r bin 

son] 

You have determined to lodge a complaint against me to the London Ir< d-yten- 
tor uo iriiin Talitv of conduct, for no error of doctrine, for no neglect of dun , for 
bn-vh of good faith, for no change of ordinance proper to the church of Christ, for pj 
d« -parture from the constitution of the Church of Scotland; for no cause, in poin; J 
fact, which was, or could have been contemplated, in the formation of the tr ^ T kvd. 
hut simply and solely l>ecause God, in his great love and mercy, hath restored the gifts 
of prophecy to the church under my care, and I, the responsible minister under Christ, 
btin- convince! th< j iv<>f, liavc taken it uponmc to order it according to tile min: .ml 
will <>f Christ, the only Head and Potentate of his church,'as the same is express! in 
thv holy Scripture*. I ask ye before God, and as ye shall answer at the great <1%;,, ii 
the trust-deed could have been intended to prevent the spiritual gifts from ever 
exercised within the building, or from being ordered according to the word of Gui? 
May I go further, and ask whether the constitution of the Church of Staylar.d, erof 
any church, could be intended to keep th<* voice of Jesus from being h* ard, tw bn 
tofore it was wont to be. within the assemblies of his people? Oh. beloved br u' r*ii, 
how can you find in your hcai*t to complain against one who hath been so r . !iu' 
amongst you to declare the whole counsel of God, and to do everything by uhh: mi 
bo day for the good of the flock, anu of all men, merely because he hath been faitufui 
to ins Lord, as well a* to tb* people of the Lord, and would not by a mo muc , 
opposition lx- daunted from acknowledging the work and walking by the counsel <<i hi* 
G..J 1 I beseech you to search your hearts, and examine how much of this complaint 
arisetb from a d< sire to do your duty as trustees, how' much from dislike and opp-utioo 
to tlie work, from the influence of the popular stream and the fear of the popular nthum. 
from your own pride of heart and unwillingness to examine anything new, from tic 
love of being at ease in Zion, and from other evil causes over which I have a oor^uni 
j« aloiisy in myself, and in my Hock, whom I should love better than myself. I do u»t 
judge any one in this matter; but I would lx* blind indeed, if X did not discern the 
working of lh sc ami the like motives of the flesh in many of you, and I would be un 
faithful if J did not mention them. I fear lest I may liave been unfaithful in time 
past: if so, God forgive me, and do ye forgive me, and take this as the last and com* 
plete expre^rion of my love to all of you. Oh. my brethren, take time, and tb’ik what 
tenant may bo expected to come and take up his abode in that house from which the 
Holy (lho-it hath been cast forth ! It will never prosper or come to any good until it 
hath been cleansed from this abomination by sore and sorrowful repentance. How out 
you make a fashion of calling it a house of praise or prayer any longer after havin* 
banished forth of it the voice of Jesus lifted up in the midst of the church of his saints 
which is the temple of the Holy Ghost. Surely disappointment and defeat will n*t 
upon it for ever. God will not bless it; the servants of God will flee away from it. It 
will stand a monument of folly and infatuation. Nay, so much hath the Lord mad* 
me to perceive the iniquity of this thing, that I believe it will bring down judgment 
upon all who take part in it, upon their houses, upon the city itself in which the 
National Scotch Church hath been a lamp, yea, and a light unto the whole land, and 
to the distant parts of the earth. Oh, mv brethren, retrace your steps, leave this work 
in the liamlK of the Lord. Come forward and confess your sin in having thought or 
spoken evil against it. Crnne to the help of God against the mighty. I beseech you 
t<* hear my w ords. They have been written with prayer and fasting; and when I read 
them over about an hour ago in the hearing of one gifted with the Spirit, that tht 
Ix>rd, if he saw r good, might express his mind, the consequences which he denounced 
u)>on the doing of this act were fearful to hear. I had little thought of mentioning 
this to any one, hut it seemeth to be not right to hide it in my own breast. If you 
desire, dear brethren, any personal communication with me upon this awful subject. 
1 beseech you to send for me, and I w ill be at your call: for I could stand to be tor¬ 
tured from head to foot, rather than any one of you should go forward in such ar* 
undertaking as to prevent the voice of God from being heard in any house over which 
you have any jurisdiction. 

May the Lord preserve you from all evil, and lead you in the way of his own bles:-*: 
will. Amen and amen. Your faithful and loving pastor and friend, 

Edward Ibviw 
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